Martial
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marcus Valerius Martial was born 1st of March circa 40AD, Peter Howell states a poem written by Martial in 95-98 in which he is celebrating his 57th birthday. He presents himself as a proud inhabitant of Hispania referencing his physically appearance despite being born to parents who had Roman names. His popular work consists of 12 books of epigrams each one an insight into the daily lives of romans. Most of these Epigrams were created whilst Martial was in Rome under the probable patronage of Seneca the younger and Lucan. Although Howell believes that his main source of income actually came from his rhetoric due to the Claudius’ law that rewarded advocated of a court. This was due in part to Martial, as Howell states “the untruth is clearly revealed by Martial, who admits that the obvious source of income for a man like him was rhetoric” by having a source of income that is not a dependency on an individual allows for martial to have the leisure time to write the Epigrams and other works. He was also awarded the “ius trium liberorum” which gave him privileges which would typically be given to fathers of three children. As well as performing a six month military tribuneship to gain the rank of Eques, despite not having the land owning requirements of a typical Eques.
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