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Artificial Intelligence in Academia

AI has a long history, dating back to the early 1900s when Czech playwright Karel Čapek introduced the concept of AI robots in his science fiction play. The field began to take shape in the 1950s when mathematicians and scientists started experimenting with machines capable of solving problems similarly to humans. Artificial intelligence refers to technology that enables machines to think and act like people through specific instructions known as algorithms. Over the years, AI has advanced significantly, leading to the development of various applications such as Siri, ChatGPT, and Grammarly. This evolution has notably impacted academic institutions, as many students utilize AI, leading to concerns about plagiarism.
 
ChatGPT is particularly popular among students, as it can assist in effective writing, making tasks such as essay composition easier. Despite its widespread availability today, it is essential to remain aware of the limitations of AI technology. The reliance on artificial intelligence extends beyond students to anyone who can access these tools. Many social media influencers provide guidance on utilizing AI technologies to enhance productivity. However, excessive dependence on these tools can hinder our ability to think critically and creatively (Chami, 2023).
 
Another widely used AI application is Grammarly, which aids students in checking spelling, writing style, and other aspects of their writing. Grammarly is designed to enhance writing skills and ensure clear communication, and it is freely available to users. Nonetheless, it has limitations, as it may not always provide the most suitable context or meaning for certain sentences (Brooks, 2024).
 
In addition to Grammarly and ChatGPT, Siri serves as another AI example, particularly within iPhones. Although not universally utilized, it proves helpful for quick information retrieval. Siri is designed for user-friendly interaction through voice commands; however, it often struggles to comprehend spoken language accurately. Despite numerous updates from Apple, Siri still fails to perform as effectively as intended.
 
In summary, AI significantly influences academia by transforming research methodologies, teaching approaches, and university operations. One major change is in the realm of research, where AI can swiftly process and analyse extensive data sets, enabling researchers to identify patterns and insights more efficiently. This acceleration fosters scientific breakthroughs in fields such as medicine, technology, and social sciences. Additionally, AI helps researchers keep abreast of developments by scanning large volumes of academic literature. In education, AI facilitates personalized learning experiences through adaptive learning systems that tailor lessons to individual student needs. Moreover, AI-powered tutoring systems provide support outside of the classroom, improving access for students in remote locations or those facing learning challenges. However, the advent of AI raises concerns, particularly regarding cheating and plagiarism, as tools that generate essays and research papers become more prevalent. Consequently, universities are employing AI to detect copied content and are revising policies to uphold academic integrity. AI is also reshaping university administration, streamlining processes like student admissions, scheduling, and staff recruitment, thereby enhancing efficiency and reducing costs. This shift, however, raises apprehensions about potential job losses as certain administrative roles may be supplanted by AI. In conclusion, while AI is revolutionizing academia by accelerating research, personalizing education, and optimizing university operations, it also presents challenges such as academic dishonesty and job displacement that necessitate careful consideration. In my view, AI should be utilized selectively, primarily when assistance or creative input is genuinely needed. It can be beneficial for writing tasks, but I would only turn to AI if I found myself in a difficult situation, using it as a supplementary tool to refine my own expression.
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