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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Lewis Murphy 

	STUDENT ID No.: 1921369

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Do the media have an impact on the public’s perceived perception of the police

INTRODUCTION:

The police and the media are two organisations that interact regularly. The relationship can be described as symbiotic. The media need the police to supply them with information about crime and crime patterns that are of the interest their readers, listeners, or viewers. The police need the media to improve their image within the community, to publicise major crime or crime patterns, to publicise wanted persons and to seek witnesses from the community (Guffey, 1992). From 1829 when Sir Robert Peel created metropolitan police act and when police were first introduced in the UK, the police and media have worked closely. 

In 1864 the police news, a newspaper created by the police service, was sold for the first time. Published from 1864 to 1938, the popularity of the Police News was never higher – nor its reputation lower – than during the three-year period of the Whitechapel Murders (1888-1891), when East London was stalked by a serial killer known as ‘Jack The Ripper’ (British Library). 

In more modern days social media is becoming more and more popular. In 2020 fifty one million people in the UK had Facebook accounts ( Zivkovic, cyber crew, 2022). A post about police can be shared to millions of people across the world in minutes. These posts can have a major impact on how the police are perceived by the public. This can be seen with the death of George Floyd in 2020 which sparked protests not only in the USA where death occurred but across the world. In Paris, they marched. And in Rome, silent crowds took a knee. In Sydney, Australia, the focus was on aboriginal people beaten or killed in custody. In 2015, Australia had its own George Floyd, David Dungay, who died in prison, shouting "I can't breathe" (Major Garrett, 2020). The George Floyd death is a prime example of how one an incident can impact how the police, worldwide are perceived. 






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· I will evaluate how the media can impact the public perception of policing. 
· I will explore how negative police incidents are reported by the media and the affect it has on the public.
· I will examine how TV shows and films can affect the public perception of policing.
· I will evaluate how the increasing popularity of social media and how many people worldwide use the various platforms. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

One of the most challenging issues facing police executives is the impact of use-of-force incidents on the relationship between law enforcement and the public. Law enforcement, due to the nature of its role, is empowered to use reasonable force as defined by municipal and state legislation or policy (Tulini, 2019). Tulini discusses how use of force incidents can impact the public perception of the police. 

HMICFRS commissioned BMG Research to undertake a large-scale survey of the public to assess current perceptions of the police. The study consisted of 17,043 surveys with members of the public. The majority were conducted via online panels, with a small number conducted-face-to-face(Constabulary and Fire, n.d.). HMICFRS conducted a survey in relation to how much confidence the public had in police. The public were asked if they were satisfied with local policing. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
 

I plan to use the following research methods-
· Websites 
· Books 
· Ebooks 
· Surveys
· Newspapers 

I want to use a variety of research methods to make sure I can access the best information available 

The research will have a survey which is designe by the author and answered anonymously to collect data on the chosen topic.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

As my question is related to public perception, I will ask the general public to participate in my research. I hope to use a wide variety of the public from different backgrounds. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

None 

	TIME SCALE

First submission is May 16th 2022
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