Charlotte Gallimore

Task 2. In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.


Touring theatre is very effective at addressing social issues as the subject matter can be tailored to the group of venues you are touring to. This can impact the audience in an interesting way as it means they have the opportunity to see a piece of theatre that they may not have seen otherwise. For example the piece we are currently working on could be seen as a heavy controversial subject to show and discuss with young children but it is important that they see the piece and learn from it as it will teach them about themselves and show that its ok to be different.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There isn’t much opportunity to form relationships with communities in a classic touring theatre model “Traditional touring models have been about people dropping into each place, performing and then moving on to the next place. What we’re trying to do is build a relationship with audiences and communities.”[footnoteRef:1] Fuel is trying to break that mould and be able to make an even larger impact on a community with touring theatre. I feel this approach with the piece of theatre I am currently working on would be very interesting as the piece does raise a lot of questions about your self but I do understand that the nature of the piece does not require us to stay in one location for an extended amount of time. [1:  Kate McGrath, co-director of Fuel http://www.fueltheatre.com/download/1847] 

Touring theatre can make a huge difference to communicating political issues with the world. It’s another way to make people aware of the political issues that are happening in our world today and how it is going to effect them individually. Many people in the UK are not aware of how certain political issues such as the Equality bill that allows gay people the right to marry and then more recently Brexit would effect them and the people around them in the community they live in. on top of being able to communicate the political issues. There are also political issues that will effect theatre and the arts in the UK which means funding will be cut. “A spokesperson for the Creative Industries Federation claims that the future of arts and culture in Britain is currently uncertain. And yet despite this feeling of the unknown, the industry states it promises to do as much as possible in “safeguarding the future of the UK’s arts, creative industries and cultural education”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  A spokesperson for the Creative Industries Federation https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/brexit/2016/07/what-will-brexit-mean-arts-and-culture-uk
] 

In our cast and crew we have many different cultures we have black, white, gay, straight, Welsh and English this means we all have different outlooks on life and grew up with different cultures. Yet at the same time we are all British so in that sense we are not very diverse. I feel like the diversity we all have and the differences that we have make the piece very effective as the piece is about what makes me, me. We all have different experiences growing up that we can all input into the piece and create a very diverse inclusive piece that will leave no one feeling left out and forgotten. There is a lot of prejudice against people of colour and gay and lesbian people so being able to take a show to schools and being able to break those stereotypes and prejudices and show children that it is ok to be different is a rare opportunity that I feel everyone should take whenever they can. I feel it’s important to ensure children are as open and accepting as possible and to be able to aid that process is a honour.
