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David Eltis
David Eltis, “The rise of African slavery in the Americas”, Cambridge University Press, 2000, (Accessed November 1st 2023), Available from: https://www-fulcrum-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/concern/monographs/w3763691v 
Authored by David Eltis (2000), this book provides a comprehensive analysis of the slave trade between 1650 -1800 AD. The primary focus is on the Atlantic slave trade, and it’s English / European development, combined with the evolving nature of Atlantic societies, group identities and the concepts of slavery and freedom within Europe. 
As both scholar and author, Eltis’s career has focused on the early modern Atlantic, slavery and migration. This work has culminated in several prestigious teaching positions, and awards. These include the Frederick Douglass and the Wesley-Logan Prize for innovative work in these subject areas. Eltis’s academic pedigree makes him well qualified to provide consistent, concise, detailed, reliable, and well-reasoned analysis of such a divisive and complex topic as the slave trade. 
The rise of African slavery in the Americas, consists of 10 main chapters with a separate conclusion. Each chapter addresses key topics regarding the transatlantic slave trade. Chapter 5, Productivity within the Slave Trade, is one of the most informative sections, as it analyses the importance of European ships and shipping. This chapter also utilises empirical data for the analysis of the overall productivity of the slave trade during this period. The inclusion of data, graphs, and charts throughout this piece, combined with Eltis generally analytical tone and approach to this subject is revealing, as it enables any reader to grasp the finer points of this work / subject as a whole. 
David Eltis, “The U.S. Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1644–1867: An Assessment”, Kent State University Press, Civil War history, Volume 54, Number 4, Pages 347-378, 2008, (Accessed November 4th 2023), Available from: https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=0&sid=cdd2e9ce-2e8f-4e68-aa26-15b9ce3c8b43%40redis  
The U.S. Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1644–1867: An Assessment, is an article authored by Eltis. It focuses specifically on the impact of shipping and the various routes used in the slave trade, and the American sphere of control. Within the opening pages he defines this focus with three distinct categories: 1) traffic brought into the US or its territories, 2) traffic used for slaving expeditions from these territories and 3) US flagged shipping from Cuba and Brazil. 
For several pages at the beginning of this paper, Eltis analyses the varying numbers of voyages and disembarked slaves, and the variations associated with this data, from both academics and records available. He ultimately states that the use of shipping records and slave databases, such as slavevoyages.org, offer the best resource in tracking both numbers and routes. 
He also addresses an intriguing observation regarding the slave market. The fact that there is an obviously seasonal aspect in nature of the trade. To quantify and qualify this, Eltis provides figures and charts detailing this, before analysing and reenforcing this assertion. This enables a natural progression to his analysis of the flow of slaves to the various ports and centres, and the US control of this trade following the Revolutionary war. 
At 31 pages long, and not as lengthy as some of Eltis other work, this essay is very well written and too his usual, high scholarly standard. Because of this limited page configuration, he has had to condense his position and data into a manageable amount. The benefit of this is to the reader, as it provides a significant amount of data for the import of slaves during this time, providing valuable and understandable evidence of a complex aspect of the history of slavery. 
David Eltis, David Richardson, James Pritchard, “The Significance of the French Slave Trade to the Evolution of the French Atlantic World before 1716”, “Extending the Frontiers: Essays on the New Transatlantic Slave Trade Database”, Yale University Press, Chapter 7, Pages 205-227, 2008, (Accessed November 2nd 2023), Available from: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/j.ctt1npp16.13 
This article is a collaboration between David Eltis and the late authors / historians, David Richardson, and James Pritchard. This paper seeks to evaluate and define the French slave trade, and the overall impact this had on the French Atlantic during the period before 1716. 
The authors initially address the distinct lack of contemporaneous records available regarding the topic of trans-Atlantic slaves being carried in French ships. Also discussed is whether the French slave trade should be defined as slaves in French possession, or slaves carried in vessels under the French flag. The paper also provides mathematical equations, and the data necessary to calculate the overall number of slaves that arrived in the French Americas. This was estimated to be a staggering 106,155 people during this period.
In the later sections, the authors stipulate those slaves held by the French, were brought to the Americas and Caribbean by Dutch slave ships. They concluded that during this period, the French government missed their opportunity to enter the slave trade. However, this did not affect French plantations significantly, unlike their Spanish counterparts. The lack of French involvement would not have impacted the slave trades growth, due to the commitments of the English and Dutch in the later part of the century. 
Eltis’s work has very consistent, clear and overarching characteristics. His work is always analytical in both tone and approach. He utilises empirical data, tables, and equations in all of his publications. All of these visual aids help provide clear evidence to support his arguments and the flow of the article. With this source, and all previously examined, Eltis historiographical approach relies heavily on empiricism. He consistently utilises and comments on primary sources of data. He also utilises other historians’ points of view, in order to establish his position within the academic sphere. This reviewing of others work, adds to his analytical skills, much to his credit. 

[bookmark: _Hlk150193060]David Eltis, David Richardson, “Atlas of the Transatlantic Slave Trade”, Yale University press, 2010, (Accessed November 2nd 2023), Available from: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/j.ctt5vm1s4 
With academic focus on slavery and the slave trade, David Eltis and David Richardson have collaborated on numerous publications. This has resulted in works such as, Atlas of the Transatlantic Slave Trade, which won several awards for its outstanding contribution to the discipline.
Eltis and Richardson have broken down the history of the Transatlantic slave trade into 6 sections, with an additional introduction, foreword, and afterword. The period analysed for this book is 1501-1867, and covers topics such as: which nations were involved, the ports utilised, the experiences of the middle passage, the origins and destinations of slaves, their links to the Atlantic world, and the suppression and abolition of the slave trade as a whole. 
The authors’ desire to inform the reader through the use of numerous visual aids is present throughout this work. Included in all chapters, there are a total of 189 maps relating to the various topics discussed and analysed throughout the book. All are very informative and effective. 
Chapter 4 is harrowing, as it examines the experiences of the middle passage, between Africa and the Americas. Thousands of slaves perished from disease and malnutrition when subjected to this journey. The life expectancy and reproducibility of slaves that landed in the Americas compared to the Caribbean is also discussed in this section (the Caribbean was far more detrimental to both aspects). 
Both authors utilise their individual styles to effectively analyse the data they present. Their use of visual aids throughout the material allows the reader to easily understand without interrupting the flow of information. 
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