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philological

It basis of texts.

It focuses on Chinese characters、words、
texts and pronunciation.
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The earliest Chinese dictionary
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Interpretive

This approach focuses more on meaning.
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Zhou Dunyi Zhu Xi

→
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The Book of 
Rites

→

The Great 
Learning
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Zheng Xuan
(Han dynasty)

Kong Yinda 
(Tang dynasty)

Representative figure of the philological 
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Zhu Xi
(Song dynasty)

Sun Xidan
(Qing dynasty)

Representative figure of the interpretive 
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述而不作，信而好古。 ——《論語·述而·第七章》
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T h a n k y o u

W E L O V E W H A T W E D O
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