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Essay one:
How effectively has the police service adapted to accommodate diversity within the UK? Consider the police force itself and/or the way police engage with diverse communities.
Your answer must be based on academic research.

Essay One:
In this essay I will look at how effectively the police force within the United Kingdom has adapted to accommodate diversity. I will highlight some of the ways that the police forces in the UK are progressing in this area and look at how the efforts have a positive impact in accommodating for diversity within the UK. I will use academic research to evidence my findings and draw a conclusion on the effectiveness of the strategies implemented to accommodate diversity in police forces in the UK.
To effectively outline the efforts made in accommodating diversity, I feel that is particularly important to look at diversity itself in the UK. The UK known for its diversity, particularly in large cities and high populated areas of the UK. Statistics from the UK government website show that 82% of people in England and Wales are white, and 18% belong to a black, Asian, mixed or other ethnic group according to the 2021 census (GOV, 2021)
In the UK, there has been some concerns over under representation in UK Police forces. “Almost one in four (24.4%) people from mixed or multiple ethnic backgrounds don’t see themselves represented by their police force”(University of Law, 2023)
Significant events in policing have brought UK police forces under scrutiny from the public. A key incident which is relevant to this essay would be the murder of Stephen Lawrence. Stephen Lawrence was just 18 years old when he was murdered in South London, in a racist knife attack by a group of white men in 1993. There were concerns by the public over debating that more could have been done to bring the offenders to justice. The murder investigation stirred a debate amongst the public, following the Macpherson report which accused the Metropolitan Police of institutional racism (BBC, 2018). This raised concerns over the relationship of police with Black, Asian, and minority ethnic (BAME) communities. In response to the recommendations set out in the Macpherson report to improve police attitudes towards racism, Police forces are now continuing to work on community engagement and reviewing the effectiveness of police officers going to schools to better understand the impacts on Black children in the UK, as well as looking at the different views of how children feel about policing (College of policing, 2021) 
In 2019 the UK government announced the Police uplift programme in an aim to employ 20,000 new police officers by 2023. The Police uplift programme is a government initiative to have a more representative workforce in Policing by 2025, giving people from a variety of backgrounds and communities to bring their unique skills into policing. (NPCC, 2024) This aims to employ 20,000 new police officers aims to reduce crime rates and improve outcomes for victims and will assist in the plans to improve diversity among police officers. 
Looking at the recruitment of new police officers, it is also important to look at the recruitment itself. Police forces in the UK are now using social media campaigns to attract younger, diverse individuals. Looking at Gwent Police’s initiatives, the force itself are working towards a representative workforce. (Gwent Police, 2024). Gwent police express that as a force, they have an ongoing commitment to “valuing difference and encouraging inclusivity” (Gwent Police, 2024), both within the organisation through police officers and staff, and through the service they provide to the public. Gwent police are making efforts to accommodate diversity within the force to better serve a diverse community in the UK. Gwent Police state they are “directing their advertising at communities that are currently under-represented”. (Gwent Police, 2024). This suggests that the force is adapting and accommodating for diversity, by directing job opportunities at underrepresented communities. This the ongoing aim to create a more representative workforce and provide a better service to wider communities in the UK. 
Patrick Johnson, Director of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion at the University of Law, states that “Representation of a police force should always aim to mirror that of the community they serve.” (University of Law, 2023). This quotation highlights the importance of representation within the police force in accommodating diversity. If police forces aim to represent diverse communities through the police force itself, the police force can provide a better service. This also goes to show one way which police forces are adapting to accommodate diversity.
Police forces across the United Kingdom are taking positive action in regards to protected characteristics of individuals so that they can better understand their needs and to also encourage the recruitment of these individuals. This includes individuals from ethnic minority backgrounds who are often underrepresented in police forces across the United Kingdom. Gwent police have taken positive action to work towards a representative workplace, they state “When it comes to recruitment, this means that we look to understand any barriers to joining the police for people that share protected characteristics and work to remove them” (Gwent Police, 2024). 
The police force now has a positive action team alongside positive action events which can help encourage and support those from minority backgrounds, some of these initiatives include “Directing our advertising at communities that are currently under-represented, coaching and mentoring, offering contact with an existing police officers and community support officers to learn from their experiences” (Gwent Police, 2024). This helps the police force to become more inclusive and to rebuild the relationship between the ethnic minority communities and the police by forming relationships and creating a trust barrier.
To conclude, Policing in previous years was alleged do have been systematically racist as shown by the Macpherson report and past incidents. There are ongoing efforts being made by all UK police forces to accommodate diversity. Police forces are doing this through working towards a more representative workforce in recruitment, community engagement initiatives, Positive action support for new recruits and many other ways. These efforts are being made in an aim to build public trust in policing and provide a better service to the diverse communities they serve.







Essay 2:
· Counter-terrorism policing – How might terrorist groups’ involvement in other forms of criminality inform counter-terrorism policing? 

In this essay I will highlight what other forms of criminality terrorist groups may become involved with, in order to look at how this involvement can inform counter-terrorism policing. I aim to achieve an understanding the connections between terrorist groups and their involvement with other forms of criminality, to give an overview of how these connections can inform counter terrorism policing. 
There are several known terrorist groups which are known to carry out extremist attacks and engage in violence. The Home Secretary use legislation under the Terrorism Act 2000 to ‘Proscribe’ an organisation (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Counter Terrorism Policing puts it, “A “proscribed organisation” is an organisation or group that is illegal to join or show support for, because it has been identified as being concerned in terrorism” (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Legislation under the Terrorism Act 2000 sets out offences committed by groups and individuals who are concerned with terrorism, making it illegal to join or show support for these groups and being liable for arrest (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024).
One of the proscribed groups is the Irish Republican Army (IRA). The IRA are one of the most dangerous and prolific terrorist organisations in the 20th century (Alpha History, 2018) The IRA are an organization known for their extremist tactics with the goal to put an end to Britain ruling Northern Ireland (Alpha History, 2018). Members of the IRA have been held responsible for high profile attacks such as The Brighton Hotel Bombing in 1984, whereby the IRA detonated a bomb at the Grand Hotel Brighton targeting Margaret Thatcher and her cabinet. According to BBC News, the IRA had a significant array of weaponry, including Semtex which was seen to be the most significant weapon (BBC News, 2005). 
In relation to this essay, The IRA terrorist group were involved in other forms of criminality such as weapons trafficking. In 2008 an Irish male Michael Campbell was caught in an MI5 weapons sting operation, later being convicted of illegal possession of weapons, attempted smuggling, and supporting a terrorist group (BBC, 2011) This goes to show the other forms of criminality terrorist groups are involved with. This example also shows that terrorist groups obtain firearms, explosives and other weaponry which is illegally distributed. This is also a good example of how a terrorist groups involvement in other criminality can inform counter terrorism policing. Northern Ireland Secretary of State Owen Paterson states, "This is another excellent example of what can come from the high levels of co-operation between countries across Europe and beyond in combating terrorism" (BBC, 2011) The MI5 weapons operation can be seen to target illegal activities to assist in the overall disruption of terrorist operations, informing counter terrorism policing. 
	Terrorist groups also rely on funding to function, funding which come from both legal activity and illegal activity (Freeman,2011) In 2021, a barber shop owner by the name of Tarek Namouz was arrested and found guilty of entering a funding arrangement for terrorism between the dates of November 2020 and May 2021. (BBC, 2023) Namouz was found to have sent a significant amount of the loans abroad and sent funds via a money transfer service to help organise terror attacks in Syria (BBC, 2023). This case highlights other criminality involvement whereby Namouz had been engaging in illegal fraudulent activity by claiming Covid-19 grants from the local council, to be used to fund terrorist organizations. This involvement in other criminality leading to terrorist involvement is a good example of how other forms of criminality can inform counter terrorism policing. Namouz was also found to have videos on his mobile phone with information on how to make Improvised explosive devices (IED), and the use of knives to carry out attacks (BBC, 2023).
Organisations such as Action Fraud and The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau are the primary reporting centre for fraud and cybercrime. The partnership between these organisations with Police can allow for financial investigations and disruption of criminal activity. Referring to the case Namouz case above, his involvement in other criminality has resulted in the disruption of terrorist funding and has identified connections between terrorism and criminal activity. These connections can be effectively identified through these types of investigations to inform counter terrorism policing. Counter terrorism policing can focus on terrorist financing and target the financial means of survival that terrorist groups rely on.
	Suspicious activity, particularly relative to high volume crime such as theft may also raise concern and inform counter terrorism policing. The theft of large goods vehicles such as commercial trucks and vans have been target in recent years for the use in attacks on the public. GOV UK puts it, “Attacks on the public involving vehicles, which have been targeted due to their size and potential impact, have had tragic consequences in recent years, including in the Westminster and London Bridge attacks of 2017”(GOV.UK, 2021). Although the vehicle used in the Westminster Bridge attack was a hire car and potentially received by the attacker legitimately, it would cause concern if large vehicles and commercial machinery vehicles were not accounted for. The theft of large vehicle crime left unexplained is a potential cause for concern in relation to terrorist activity. To combat this, The department for transport sets out best practice guidance for large goods vehicles and drivers to follow as a preventative measure for potential terrorist attacks (GOV, 2019). Other involvement in criminality such as suspicious theft activity, may inform counter terrorism policing as key information is gathered by police to prewarn a future terrorist attack. 
	To conclude, terrorist groups’ involvement in other forms of criminality is evident from the number of cases mentioned above which provide key information and an insight into shaping counter terrorism policing. This key information informs counter terrorism policing by identifying warning signs and preventative measures, giving police an opportunity to intervene at the early stages and disrupt terrorist networks through policing. 








Essay three:
How might personal attitudes, values and bias impact upon the effective investigation of volume crime?
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may refer to relevant, recent examples.

In this essay I aim to provide an answer based on how personal attitudes, values and bias can impact on effective investigation of volume crime. I will base my answer on academic research relating to case prioritization, victim interaction and suspect profiling, to form a conclusion on how these essential points can interfere with an effective investigation of volume crimes.
A volume crime is defined in the Volume of Crime management Model by ACPO as, “any crime which, through its sheer volume, has a significant impact on the community and the ability of the local police to tackle it. Volume crime often includes priority crimes such as street robbery, burglary and vehicle-related criminality, but can also apply to criminal damage or assaults” (College of Policing, 2023). This definition demonstrates the impact which effects both the community and policing ability to combat these crimes.
The prioritisation of cases is an important factor to look at how personal attitudes, values and bias may impact each investigation. If Police officers and investigators perceive volume crime as less important than more serious crime, they may be less likely to conduct an effective investigation, with the more serious crimes taking priority and thorough investigation by officers. This is suggested in “Policing styles and Volume crime Reduction” a study by Robert Heaton who is a serving Kent Police officer (Heaton, 2009). 
	Police officers are committed to having strong core values to ensure investigations are carried out ethically and impartially. These ethical values are set out in the Code of Ethics by College of Policing (College of Policing, 2024) The National Decision Model is based on the Code of Ethics set out which informs decision making in policing (College of Policing, 2013) this can also be applied to investigations in the sense that strong ethical values inform the decisions being made to ensure that the investigation is run impartially. If officers lack strength in these values, it could potentially lead to officers taking shortcuts in investigations of volume crime or could lead to bias decisions being made. Police bias decision making can contribute to the effectiveness of investigating high volume crime, in the sense that biases are influenced by an officer’s background, personal experience or culture (College of Policing, 2023). Confirmation bias in policing is “The tendency to process information by looking for, or interpreting, information that is consistent with ones hypothesis or initial beliefs (College of Policing, 2023). This confirmation bias has the potential to impact investigations of high-volume crime due. For example, officers may rely on assumptions like assuming someone from a high crime community is the suspect in high volume crime cases, and a thorough investigation is potentially overlooked. 
	Police bias leads onto the subject of suspect profiling. Suspect profiling or offender profiling is a tool used in policing to identify specific personality traits, behaviour, and characteristics that an offender will have (Fox, 2022). Suspect profiling in relation to the investigation of high-volume crime potentially leads officers into having tunnel vision, where officers tend to focus on certain suspects, rather than looking at other possibilities in the investigative process. Police bias in this sense would relate to officers making assumptions based on the suspects who are likely to be linked to high volume crimes. Minhas and Walsh puts it, “The use of negative stereotypes may have adverse effects on the criminal investigative processes as these stereotypes could have a more negative effect when investigating suspects from out-group communities” (Tajfel, 2010, cited in Minhas and Walsh, 2021, P.7).
	Victim interaction can also be relevant with regards to how personal attitudes and bias may impact the investigation of high-volume crime. “A systematic review conducted in 2012 found that victims of all crime types express a range of needs-emotional or physical, information, concerning the criminal proceedings, practical, financial and primary” ( D, Tamar & M, Ania, 2017). This quotation suggests that victims of all types of crime, whether low-level, volume, or serious and organised crime, all express needs. This is particularly relevant in relation to victims of high-volume crime as the needs expressed by these victims must also be provided in effective victim engagement. As mentioned previously in this essay, volume crime investigations can be affected by the investigator’s values, attitudes, and biases. With regards to victim interaction, If the investigators attitudes, values, or biases are weak whilst interacting with the victim, the impact on an effective investigation of the crime can be significantly affected. There is previous research which found that victims express needs such as; emotional support and someone to talk to, a single point of contact, information from the police, case updates, and advice or guidance on preventative measures to prevent repeat victimisation (D, Tamar & M, Ania, 2017). These needs can be overlooked by investigating officers when dealing with high volume crime and interaction with the victim lacks strength, ultimately effecting the amount of information and evidence is gathered from the victim. IF there are issues with communication between the victim and the investigating officer, the victim may lose trust and prevent victims from reporting further crimes. The lack of interaction with victims of high-volume crime can ultimately have negative impacts on the investigation of these high-volume crimes.
	To conclude, from looking at how personal attitudes, values and biases impact upon high volume crime investigations, it has highlighted the ways in which these investigations may be impacted by the investigator. Repeat exposure to high volume crime and case prioritization can potentially lead to an ineffective investigation. It is particularly interesting to note that strong values, personal attitudes, and biases are essential for ensuring a fair and effective investigation. Weaknesses in these areas can lead to investigations becoming overlooked and then this can then lead onto repeat victimisation or public distrust. Although police resources often taken an impact by the high-volume crimes reported, all investigations should be conducted with strong values, good personal attitudes and avoid police bias, leading to effective investigations of high-volume crime.









Essay four: 
Outline potential links between serious and organised crime and public protection issues. What characteristics make some people more vulnerable to exploitation by serious and organised crime gangs?
Your answer must be based on academic research.

In this essay I will outline the links between serious and organised crime, which involves groups and individuals who engage in carefully planned and sophisticated operations to commit a range of serious crime, and public protection issues. I will also answer the question by explaining what characteristics make some people more vulnerable to exploitation by organised crime groups and gangs.
One link between organised crime groups and public protection issues is county lines. County lines is a fast-evolving problem in the United Kingdom where children under the age of 18 are susceptible and exploited to the drug world. Children who have difficult up bringing and live in poverty are more vulnerable and more likely to become involved in organised drug gangs/groups. This is because children who have social and learning difficulties are easier to target. The NSPCC state that “County lines gangs can take advantage of the lack of structure, loss of a sense of belonging and feeling of rejection that exclusion can elicit in a young person” (NSPCC, 2024) This links brings issues with public protection because children who are involved in county lines are more likely to become criminalised when they are older. In recent years, government data has shown that there has been an increase in children becoming involved in different aspects of drug related crime, for example, “Convictions of young people aged 10- 17s for Class A (e.g., heroin and crack cocaine) drug production and possession with intent to supply have increased by 77 per cent between 2012 and 2016” (Robinson, McLean, & Densley, 2019) These statistics show the increasingly dangerous impact that organised crime groups have on children becoming involved in drug crime, Hightening their chances of becoming involved in further crime as they get older. This brings challenges and issues with safeguarding children as it is difficult to safeguard those already involved in serious and organised crime. 
Another potential link would be Child Sexual Exploitation as this area of criminality involves the grooming and exploitation of children which fetches issues with public protection. Child Sexual Exploitation is defined as, “Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity” (Department for Education, 2017). In 2024, the NSPCC reported that Almost 87,000 sexual offences against children were recorded by police in the past year. New data reveals almost 87,000 sexual offences against children were recorded by police in 2022/23. (NSPCC, 2024). Therefore, this statistic shows the power and manipulation organised crime groups have over children in the united kingdom. Issues around CSE make it difficult to protect these children. Child sexual exploitation is often difficult to discover because children who are vulnerable have no real sense of normality and believe that the world, they have become involved in is that of a better one, particularly if they have a difficult up bringing or a chaotic family life. The NSPCC state that “Child sexual exploitation can happen to any child or young person. But research has identified certain factors that may make a child or young person more vulnerable to CSE such as being a young carer, being in or leaving care, a history of abuse, particularly sexual abuse, recent bereavement or loss”. (NSPCC, 2024)
Furthermore, modern child sexual exploitation can be difficult to manage and therefore safeguard children due to children being groomed online. The rapid evolution of technology means that perpetrators are able to commit sexual offences online through social media, texting etc. This might include forcing a young person to pay them money or take part in further sexual activity. This is sometimes referred to as sexually coerced extortion or ‘sextortion’ (Internet Watch Foundation, n.d. Cited by NSPCC, 2024). 
Lastly, human trafficking and modern slavery also links to serious and organised crime groups. The National Crime Agency state, “Many victims work in the construction industry, in agriculture, in the sex industry, and in places like nail bars, car washes, and cannabis farms” (NCA, 2024) Victims of human trafficking and Modern slavery are convinced moving to the UK entails a better life as they often live in third world countries, which are poverty stricken and they therefore, want to make a better life for themselves. However, they do not realise that this life entails slavery and becoming involved in the world of serious and organised crime operations, therefore, it is difficult to safeguard and protect these individual victims as they do not solely believe that they are victims and need protecting. To evidence this, the National Crime Agency state that, “British victims tend to have fallen on difficult times, making them vulnerable to the lure of well-paid work complete with decent accommodation, which proves a cruel lie” (NCA, 2024). 
In a National Crime Agency operation in January 2023, three males were arrested for modern slavery, human trafficking, and cannabis production offences. (NCA, 2023) The operation identified three Vietnamese victims of modern slavery, working at the premises, which were safeguarded. NCA Senior Investigating Officer Neil Gardner states: “Three individuals have already been safeguarded, but it is likely there were more victims we don’t yet know about” (NCA, 2023). This shows that modern slavery can fetch issues in tackling the problem as many victims don’t always see or believe that they are being exploited.
To conclude, it is evident that serious and organised crime groups and public protection issues are interlinked. Serious and organised crime groups involve Child sexual exploitation within their operations for power and financial gain. Children are particularly vulnerable due to their age and naivety, making them easy targets for serious and organised criminal groups. This is also the case with county lines operations using children, targeting them because they are immediately vulnerable due to age. Victims of human trafficking and modern slavery do not often feel that they are victims being used by organised crime groups which the organised crime groups are targeting for their own power or financial gain. All these mentioned also present issues with public protection due to the characteristics making these victims more vulnerable. Often these victims do not see themselves as victims being used by serious and organised crime groups.
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