The Clydach Murders
A Miscarriage of Justice

Have you ever wondered what important information stays behind the scenes in a high-profile murder case? Written by retired lawyer John Morris and published in 2017, this book rewinds back to the 1999 Clydach Murders and explains what happened from before the murders took place, up to a conviction. The book dives into the lives of the four female victims and looks closely at those who surrounded them. This book reveals evidence that many were not aware of, as it was not released to the public, this book has the power to change the minds of those who may have been convinced otherwise. The murders which took place on the night of June 27th 1999 shocked the country and ended up being one of the biggest murder enquiries that Wales had ever seen. This complex case investigated by South Wales Police continued for over three years, complicated by the fact evidence was pointing in the direction of a former policewoman, as well as her serving police officer husband and his twin brother. In the end it was a local building labourer who was charged and convicted for this mass murder, despite the fact there was no DNA or fingerprint evidence against him. South Wales Police had been involved in multiple miscarriages of justice at the time of the murders, and although convicted labourer David Morris has always maintained his innocence and has made two appeals against his conviction, he remains imprisoned for a crime he protests he did not commit.
I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book as I felt it left no stone unturned and no question unanswered. This book had a way of making you think for yourself and coming to your own conclusion, this give the impression of impartiality. I have spoken to many others who have also read this book, and everyone seems to have their own theories and some even have a different idea who they believe the accurate murder to be. I was particularly interested in the evidence against former policewoman Alison Lewis, I felt there was too much evidence against her for South Wales Police to have possibly considered convicting anyone else for the hideous crime. I felt as information and evidence was revealed on each individual the book seemed to draw you in more and more, I found it difficult to finish one chapter without immediately beginning to read the next. I liked the way the book pushed you to think outside the box, as soon as you thought the murderer was one person, unexpected twists and evidence against another person would come to light and it would cause you to enter into some feeling of adrenalin, shock and confusion. The revelations throughout the book keeps the reader on their toes and keeps your mind guessing. I felt the book also explained the process from arresting the suspect, the court case and leading to conviction very well, and as it is a murder case close to where I grew up, I felt a real attachment to the crime. The use of descriptive language throughout the book transported me into the moment and made me feel like I was a detective at the crime scene in real time. It is hard to pinpoint a favourite part of the book as I enjoyed much of it equally, I did however acquire a keen interest into the evidence revealed against Alison Lewis, from how family and friends described Alison’s relationship with victim Mandy Power to the hard evidence recovered from the crime scene, this for me was definitely the more remarkable sections of the book. There did not appear to be any awkward dialogue within the writing of the book, this ensured it was an easy read, even for someone with little knowledge in the areas of crime or criminal justice. I remember a heart wrenching point in the book where it describes how one deceased child was found to have maintained a cowering position from when she was brutally attacked, I felt there was no warning prior to reading that paragraph, this indicated to me how factual the book had been written and how it intended to shock the reader. The mysterious sections of the book I felt were written cleverly, and would often leave you with a question, which would be later answered further into the book. The book put me into a state of shock on many occasions, made me sad on some occasions and angry in others, the range of emotions leaves you wanting to know more and I found it increasingly difficult that the more of the book I read, the harder it was to put the book down. 
One slight negativity about this book which could potentially be confusing, the author would describe a particular event and label it with a time, however it may be three or four pages in before you find out the time of the next event for you to gather your thoughts and conclude in your mind what had happened. This left me turning back a few pages every so often to check what the original time was to compare it to the time on the page I was currently reading. This did not negatively impact my reading experience, in fact it added to the excitement, but it may be an issue for other readers. The ending of the book provided the reader with closure in one way as it thoroughly explained the lead up to the imprisonment of convicted David Morris, however it also had the feeling of leaving you on a cliff hanger as the book suggests this could be a miscarriage of justice, and the book lets you decide the rest for yourself. It is difficult to work out what individual the book was focused on more, I am still left wondering if victim Mandy Power was the main focus, or if the focus was more on the murder suspects, as this book was written based on evidence of real life events it is hard to determine a ‘main character’. 
I enjoy reading about crime and criminal justice more than anything else, so I believe I could not have chosen a more ideal book to submerge myself into, especially as the book was based on a crime so close to where I grew up and where I still currently reside. I have driven to 9 Kelvin Road where the murders took place and I have parked outside to read some of the book, this made it even more realistic for me. The author John Morris has released a second book as a follow on, I am overly excited to read it, if it is anything like the first, anyone who buys a copy will be in for a treat! I feel this book can be suited to a variety of different ages from eighteen upwards, more than anything it would ideally suit anyone who is interested in local history, crime, or criminal justice. I cannot compare this book to anything I have read before, this makes the book somewhat unique and powerful, this may be the reason why it held onto my interest so tightly. I have read this book more than once and I felt the same way about it reading it for the second time as I did the first, the book definitely fits the saying ‘it never gets old’ for me. 
A documentary aired with the BBC recently based on the Clydach murders, after reading the book I was keen to watch it as I felt the BBC may be biased in supporting the conviction of David Morris. Before watching it I questioned whether the evidence revealed in the book would be broadcasted on television, because between 1999 when the murders were committed and 2002 when a conviction was finally decide upon, much of the evidence was not publicised, which I believe, purposely lead members of the public to believe that David Morris was the murderer and convicting him was justice, as opposed to a miscarriage of justice which is the book’s main focus. My suspicions were confirmed, the BBC documentary on the Clydach murders did not disclose even half of the evidence which this book revealed. It appears that over twenty-one years later, evidence is still being hidden and protected from the public, which leaves me to question why? The fact that Alison Lewis’ DNA has been identified on Mandy Power’s body and that the witness who came forward and made a photofit of the man she saw walking close by to the crime scene around the time of the murders, all of which had not been released to the public. Surely the only reason for this is if there is information or evidence pointing to someone in which the police force are protecting? This leads me to believe there may be a miscarriage of justice after all. If anyone reading this book review is even slightly curious, I urge you to read this book by John Morris, it opens up your mind to endless possibilities and discourages your brain from making assumptions. John Morris has clearly researched the case and investigation of the Clydach murders extensively, this shows through the language in which the book has been written and the manner in which pieces of evidence were revealed. It may leave local readers uneased to uncover that South Wales Police, the local police force whom we rely on to protect us have the potential ability to ignore facts and evidence to suit their desired outcome. The book reminded me, when three suspects were arrested in connection to the Clydach murders, one suspect was an ex-police officer, and the other two suspects were still serving police officers. This was the only time in the book I felt questions were left unanswered, for example, why did Stuart Lewis not report the incident as murders after being informed, why did he only report the situation as a house fire to his superiors? Or why when he hastily left the crime scene did he use the only phone in the police station which could not log calls, why not his personal phone in his office? The reason for this may be because the questions were never asked of him in the first place, or an answer was never provided, and he got away with it. This really makes the reader think about who played a part in the mass murder at 9 Kelvin Road. 
This book for me was a 10/10, I have never read anything as interesting or as mind-blowing since, I am about to read it for the third time before ordering the second edition, which was published two years later in 2019. In the new edition of The Clydach Murders, author and lawyer John Morris reveals new information, making a forensic and compelling case ahead of David Morris' latest appeal of innocence. I am keen to follow new information on the Clydach murders, the first book firmly captured my interest three years ago and my eagerness to find out more remains. 
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