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PART 1

Original Text and Translation of
Chapter S8 of the Daodejing




* 1 Original Text and Translation of Chapter 58
of the Daodejing

If a country’s policies are lenient, the people of the
country will be unsophisticated and kindhearted. And
N ,\ if a country’s policies are very meticulous, the people

\\)f the conutry will worried about their behavior.
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* 1 Original Text and Translation of Chapter 58
of the Daodejing

Happiness depends on disaster, while disaster is
hidden in happiness. They are interdependent and
k,\ transformation with each other. Who knows where

\\he cycle ends? Is there no one to correct it?
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> 1 Original Text and Translation of Chapter 58
of the Daodejing

People regard the right views as a strange sophistry,
and they regard good behavior as an abnormal
k,\ phenomenon. And people have lost the ability to
g ‘\ﬁstinguish these clearly for a long time.
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* 1 Original Text and Translation of Chapter 58
of the Daodejing

Therefore, the sages are upright, but they will not show
their edges too exposed. They are honest, but they will not
put forward too harsh requirements of others. They are
le‘ straightforward, but they will not act recklessly and

\\unscrupulous. They are talented, but they will not show otf

Nheir opinions. )
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PART 2

Original Text and Translation of Shi
Deqing’s Annotation of Chapter 58




B * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

This chapter explains in detail the harm of
| intentional actions mentioned in the previous
N f“\\chapter, and shows the rationality of no intention.
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B * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

The overlapping words menmenfs] 5§ means the state
of ignorance. It means that ordinary people can obey
b these policies, but they cannot fully understand the

y \\neaning.
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. 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

Because ordinary people pay attention to the words and
deeds of the rulers. If they show their preferences to let
\ ‘\ people know, as mentioned in the previous chapter, the more

M jnumerous and stringent the laws of a country, the more

’ ieves there will be in the country.
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~ * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

Therefore, the sages hide their actions and make the people
in a state of ignorance, as if they do not know anything. Then
the social atmosphere does not pursue luxury, and few people

}\ do deceptive and false things naturally.
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. 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing'’s

Annotation of Chapter 58

v

\

Therefore, if a country's policies are lenient, the people of the
country will be unsophisticated and kindhearted. If a
country’s policies are stipulated in detail and discriminated
clearly, then most ordinary people will not feel stable. They
sometimes worry about not doing well enough, sometimes

whey worry about doing out of line
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B * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Therefore said, if a country’s policies are very
meticulous, the people of the country will be worried
| about their behavior. The overlapping words queque
b # \\ﬁkﬁk means that people often worry about not doing

well enough.
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~ 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

Perhaps the omen of disaster and happiness originated from
the sprouting of people’s minds. If their mind is good, then
disaster will turn into happiness. If their mind is bad, then

.
& ‘ E happiness will turn into disaster. This is the interdependence

& ‘and transformation between disaster and happiness.
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. 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

Because ordinary people’s mind of cunning and sophistry
does not stop, the cycle of transformation between disaster
i and happiness will not end. Who among ordinary people can
PKnow where the end of this cycle is?
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d 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Therefore, Confucius said that it is difficult that ordinary
people can predict the subtle omen of things, so that’s the
reason. Although the cycle between disaster and happiness is

\ N
\' ‘ tllke this, cannot those who have mastered themselves to

ecorrect it by explaining the truth?
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4 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

However, the social atmosphere and the Dao gradually
declined, and people’s minds were not as unsophisticated
and Kindhearted as those in ancient times. They could not

k"\ E distinguish between false views and right views, and they

‘reverse good and bad.
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~ Fo2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing'’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

The sages had taught the people the right views, but
the people thought it was strange sophistry. They
| had taught the people good behavior, but the people
7 Wthought it was an abnormal phenomenon.
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~ * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

That is to say, if you work hard to persuade and admonish
others on the basis of lack of trust, the other people will
think that this is a berate against him. Because people have
\. ‘“‘\ lost the ability to distinguish these rights from wrong for a

/. Mong time, even with teaching of sages, they could not
‘ completely distinguish it.

20 adl




~ * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

The Zhuangzi said, three people walk together, one loses his
way, and there are still people who can distinguish the
direction. If two of them lose their way, they cannot easily
\ ‘“‘\ distinguish the direction. Now ordinary people all over the

/ orld have lost the ability to distinguish right from wrong,
‘ and who can explain it clearly?




* 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Therefore sages travel around the secular world to educate
and influence people. Their value is that they can blend into
the world, and they can do the same things as ordinary

. # & eople. They mingle with the secular world without leaving a

ace in their mind.




B * 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Therefore, although they are upright, they will not

show their edges too exposed of hurting others. The

g character ge&| stands for cut, which means that
people’s sharp edges are too exposed.
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B i 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Although they are honest, they will not put forward
, too harsh requirements of hurting others. The
A # character guisg| means that people are too demanding

7 Vot others.
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B i 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Although they are straightforward, they will not act
recklessly and unscrupulously of hurting others. The
character sif2 means that people do things recklessly.
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B i 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
Annotation of Chapter 58

Although they are talented, they will not show off
their opinions and hurt others. The character yaojig

h. 4 \means that people show off their opinions.




. 2 Original Text and Translation of Shi Deqing’s
| Annotation of Chapter 58

This is that sages have their own advantages but they can
hide these advantages, so they can be respected by people all
over the world. That’s why sages govern the world with no
\ w.\‘\intention, they like purity, and the ordinary people are stable

\naturally. And they do not need to do things with intention,

the people are educated naturally.
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PART 3




.. 3 Commentary
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-«. 3 Commentary
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PART 4

Self-Retflection




~." 4 Self-Reflection

I realized that this is actually a sincere
consideration for others, and really wants to

help others understand problems and get rid of
bad habits.
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