Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in Wales
1. What Policy Issue You’ve Chosen
The chosen policy issue is the implementation and impact of the Additional Learning Needs (ALN) reform in Wales. This reform represents a significant shift from the previous Special Educational Needs (SEN) framework to a unified 0–25 system. It aims to create a more inclusive, equitable, and consistent approach to supporting learners with additional needs across Welsh schools and local authorities.
2. Why It Matters
The ALN reform is crucial because it directly affects educational inclusion, equality of opportunity, and the quality of support provided to learners with additional needs. It has implications for teachers, school leaders, local authorities, and families. Understanding this policy helps improve professional practice and supports the creation of a fairer, more inclusive education system.
3. What Arguments or Debates Surround It
There are ongoing debates about the effectiveness and practical implementation of the ALN reform. Key discussions include whether schools have adequate resources and training to meet new requirements, the consistency of policy interpretation across local authorities, and the challenges in managing workloads for teachers and SENCOs. Supporters argue that the policy promotes inclusion and transparency, while critics highlight concerns about its pace of implementation and resource allocation.
4. What Sources You’ll Use
The written assignment will draw on a range of sources including:
• Welsh Government policy documents and guidance (e.g., ALN Code for Wales, 2021)
• Estyn inspection reports and evaluations
• Academic journal articles on inclusive education and policy reform
• Professional literature and practitioner reflections related to ALN implementation in schools
5. How You Plan to Approach Your Written Assignment
The assignment will take an analytical and reflective approach. It will begin with a critical review of key policy documents and research literature, followed by an evaluation of implementation challenges and best practices. A reflective commentary will link these findings to professional experience, maintaining an ethical and neutral stance while respecting diverse stakeholder perspectives.
