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In this essay I will be discussing a theme and activities to be taught to the children at Key Stage 2 through a cross-curricular approach to cover the six areas of learning and also including Donaldson’s four purposes. 
Within the Cross-Curriculum Responsibilities, there are six areas of learning and experience that should be included in the delivery of education to children at Key Stage 2. The six areas of learning are; Expressive Arts, Health and  Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and Science and Technology. Each of the six areas of learning must support at least one of Donaldson’s (2015) four purposes stated in the Successful Futures document. Donaldson’s four purposes are to create ambitious and capable learners, to create enterprising and creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens and also healthy and confident individuals (Donaldson, 2015).
The theme that will run for all of the activities is the story The Little Red Riding Hood (Kelly, 2014). The theme will be taught through a cross-curricular approach. According to Barnes (2007), the term ‘cross-curricular’ is ‘used to describe knowledge, activities, skills or initiatives that are applied across the curriculum and not confined to one subject’. A report from Estyn states that cross-curricular teaching provides the children with a wealth of opportunities in which they are able to use their literacy and numeracy skills well (Estyn, 2016). 
One activity will link to the six areas of learning through Mathematics and Numeracy and also Health and Well-being. This activity will entail reading the story to the children and then discussing with them the food that Little Red Riding Hood was taking to her Grandmother. This discussion links with the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF), the children will be able to speak clearly and vary their expression to help listeners, they will also be making connections between the learning that they are currently doing and also the learning that they have previously done (Learning Wales, 2016). The children will be able to discuss what food was taken in the basket, in this case it was cake and fruit. They will then discuss the nutritional value of these foods and be able to give suggestions to food that they may have sent to Grandma instead. There is a link to previous learning as the children are able to identify healthy and unhealthy food and give a logical reason as to why it is good for their body. With the children having stable knowledge of foods which are good for them they are promoting their health and also contributing to their own well-being. Donaldson’s four purposes are brought in to this activity as the children are working towards becoming healthy and confident individuals through the understanding of benefits of healthy food on their body.  
This activity makes links to the Personal and Social Education section of the Key Stage 2 curriculum. The children are developing their communication as they are listening to one another in small groups and they are also discussing their own ideas relating to the food that Little Red Riding Hood had and if it was healthy or not. From this discussion the children should be developing their thinking and form personal opinions in order to make informed decisions. Another area of the curriculum which is being touched upon is that the children are developing communication through contributing to class discussions. In addition, the children are given the opportunity to take increasing responsibility for keeping the mind and body safe and healthy and also understand the features and physical and emotional benefits of a healthy lifestyle (Curriculum for Wales, 2016). 
	The second section of this activity involves the children using technology, either an iPad or a computer to do research regarding the prices of fruit and cakes similar to the ones taken to Grandma by Little Red Riding Hood in the story. With this activity the children will choose five different fruits and two different types of cake and then they will research the prices of each item in a supermarket of their choice and note it down in a table. They will then use a different supermarket and search the prices of their chosen fruits and cakes. This will enable them to compare their findings and see which of the two supermarkets is cheaper. As the children are using technology they are linking their education with the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) which aims to promote children’s digital skills which they can then apply to a wide range of subjects (Learning Wales, 2016). Through the completion of this activity the children are working towards Donaldson’s idea of becoming enterprising and creative contributors as they are using their own creativity to choose their own items and they are also challenging themselves with the comparison of prices and determining which one is more expensive. This activity incorporates the LNF as the children are identifying the appropriate steps and information needed to complete the task or reach a solution. They are also selecting appropriate mathematics and techniques to use. (Learning Wales, 2016). The children are covering the Science and Technology area of learning within this activity as they will be using the internet on a computer or iPad to research their items. Afterwards, the children will then move on to handling money and working out change. Working in partners, one of the pupils will be the shop keeper and the other pupil will be the customer buying the chosen items. The children will have £10, using the total price for their items, they must tell their partner how much it costs and then work out from the £10 how much change they are able to have. This activity fits into the curriculum as they are using money to pay for items up to £10 and are calculating the change (Curriculum for Wales, 2016).
	In relation to the Key Stage 2 curriculum, the children will be able to transfer their mathematical skills to a variety of contexts linked to every day situations. They should also be able to identify the steps and information that they deem as appropriate to complete the task, Once the task has been completed, the children will be required to explain results and procedures clearly using mathematical language. The mathematical curriculum states that children should be able to find differences within 100, the pupils will be doing this as they will be calculating the difference between two prices from two separate supermarkets and coming to a conclusion of which is the most expensive. Within this activity the children are developing their ICT as they are given the opportunity to find and develop information and ideas and also to use ICT safely with appropriate support and guidance (Curriculum for Wales, 2016). 
	The next activity is going to be a role play activity, within the activity the children will be split into small groups of three. Each child in the group will have their own role to play in the re-telling of the story of The Little Red Riding Hood (Kelly, 2014). The three roles are, The Little Red Riding Hood, Grandma and The Woodcutter, the children will have the choice of the role they would like to play. The task for the children is to re-tell the story but in their own way, this enables the children to use their own imagination and hopefully come up with a new, original ending for the story. The children will be given time to spend carefully designating their roles, writing their script and having time to practice their performance before each group will take it in turns to perform in front of the class. Within this activity the children are making links with the LNF as they will be accurately identifying the main points and supporting information in texts and they are also going to be exploring information and ideas beyond their personal experience (Learning Wales, 2016). 
	The areas of learning that this activity covers is the Expressive arts and Literacy and Communication. As a result of this activity, the children will have more of an understanding of the qualities required to work as part of a team and also the children would have gained the ability to appoint a leader who will guide the group in the right direction to complete the task. Pupils are able to develop their creative movement and their own ideas to convey the meaning of the story. Through the Expressive arts, children are able to engage their imagination and creative ideas to communicate their ideas. 
	The activity helps to promote Donaldson’s four purposes from the Successful Futures. Throughout the role play activity the children are aiming to become ambitious and capable learners where they are exploring new ideas in order to improve their own performance. The pupils are also striving to become enterprising and creative contributors through the communication of their ideas and developing their creativity. (Donaldson, 2015). 
	Children are able to learn through the means of play as they are able to relate to the experiences a lot better if they are tailored to themselves rather than the adult world. Piaget (1958) states that teachers should use active methods and focus on the process of learning alternatively to focussing on the end product of the task. Piaget (1958) also believed that teachers should incorporate collaborative activities as well as individual activities so that the children learn from each other (McLeod, 2018). 
	In addition, the pupils, throughout this activity will be working with others. This allows them to make and maintain friendships and other relationships within their group, this helps to improve their personal and social education (Curriculum for Wales, 2016).
	I will now move on to discuss the benefits of cross-curricular teaching. As Barnes (2007) stated, the cross-curricular approach to teaching provides pupils with a wealth of opportunities in order to develop subject specific skills. This approach also strengthens the links between the subjects and also makes these links apparent to the pupils. Strong links between subjects enhances the child’s learning as they are able to apply it to a situation. Cross-curricular teaching is beneficial for children as they are able to link their learning to prior knowledge and previous experiences. This will help the children to understand what they are learning and build on these experiences. Within cross-curricular teaching there is often a theme, this theme will need to be exciting and fresh which will engage the children. Engaging the children in the theme will enable them to learn more and they become willing to try new activities and it can add further interest. Teachers are more able to incorporate visits into their teaching if it is cross-curricular. An example of this is a science activity which can be linked back to a study of Rome, this can be accompanied with a museum visit which helps the children to visualise what they have been learning and help them to understand better. 
	To conclude, cross-curricular teaching is crucial for primary schools as it helps the children engage in the activities and to also build upon previous skills and experiences that they have gained from the Foundation Phase. Also, cross-curricular teaching allows the children to make links between the subjects and use their transferable skills within each different area of learning. In addition, the six areas of learning provide teachers with the opportunity to extract parts of the curriculum from various areas to bring into one activity. This will mean that the children are gaining a wide variety of skills from all areas just from one activity without realising it. 









[bookmark: _GoBack]References

Barnes, J. (2007) Cross-Curricular Learning 3-14. London: Sage.
Curriculum for Wales Blog. (2018). How ‘Areas of Learning and Experience’ are being developed as a central element of the new curriculum. [online] Available at: https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2018/06/20/how-areas-of-learning-and-experience-are-being-developed-as-a-central-element-of-the-new-curriculum/ [Accessed 10 Dec. 2018]. 
Estyn.gov.wales. (2015). Cross-curricular themes that develop pupils’ key skills | Estyn. [online] Available at: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/effective-practice/cross-curricular-themes-develop-pupils’-key-skills [Accessed 29 Dec. 2018]. 
Government, W. (2011). Learning Wales. [online] Learning.gov.wales. Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/resources/browse-all/nlnf/?lang=en [Accessed 28 Dec. 2018]. 
Government, W. (2016). Learning Wales. [online] Learning.gov.wales. Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/resources/browse-all/digital-competence-framework/?lang=en [Accessed 20 Dec. 2018]. 
 Learning Wales. (2016). Personal and social education framework for 7 to 19-year-olds in Wales. [online] Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/130425-personal-and-social-education-framework-en.pdf [Accessed 15 Dec. 2018]. 
 Learning.gov.wales. (2016). Curriculum for Wales. [online] Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-maths-en-v2.pdf [Accessed 11 Dec. 2018].
 McLeod, S. A. (2018, June 06). Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive development. Retrieved from https://www.simplypsychology.org/piaget.html [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].
Professor Graham Donaldson CB (2015) ‘Successful Futures Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales’ Available at:  https://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150225-successful-futures-en.pdf [Accessed on 07 Dec. 2018.]

