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Abstract

Despite being the shortest of the Confucian Thirteen Classics, Confucius described the
Classic of Filial Piety (% ') as ‘where his actions are reflected’ while the Spring and Autumn
Annals (% #%) is ‘where his ambition lies’. This shows the importance of the Classic of Filial
Piety in the Confucian classics. Throughout history, generations of annotators and
commentators have written on this classic, and due to its significant role in moral education,
the classic was also respected by emperors and kings who governed by filial piety. Following
the rise of imperial annotations on the Classic of Filial Piety by emperors of Wei and Jin, the
imperial annotations by Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty (& % = ) and the commentary
by Xing Bing (#% 5 ) of the Song Dynasty became even more widely circulated. This had a
significant impact on the promotion of the Classic of Filial Piety by subsequent emperors in
the form of imperial annotations. In this paper, the first emperor of the Qing Dynasty, Emperor
Shizu (' 42) of the Qing Dynasty, is taken as a starting point to explore the characteristics
of the imperial annotations in comparison with ordinary annotations. Written during the
transition from Qing to Ming Dynasty, did Qing Shizu's commentary follow on from his
predecessors and inspire his successors? The prevalent Tang Xuanzong's annotations, Xing
Bing's commentary, and Lyu Weiqi's ( & #&4%) The Complete Book of the Filial Piety Classic
(%5 < 2) of the Ming Dynasty, which was written by a wide range of authors, were selected
to compare their contents and to analyse their connections. In addition, this paper explores the
Derivation of the Imperial Filial Piety Classic (fr%_% 5473 and Collected Commentaries
on the Imperial Filial Piety Classic (ffr# % 5 /1) issued by Emperor Kangxi (% %) and
Emperor Yongzheng (3 1+ ) of the Qing Dynasty, and analyses the progression of governance

by filial piety in early Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Emperor Shizu of the Qing Dynasty, the Classic of Filial Piety, imperial annotation,

governance by filial piety
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