At the start of this module I was immediately interested by the name of it along with the potential contents, given that I have my own small business I saw the potential that this module could have in helping me to develop it further while also teaching me further knowledge that I could use in future either in my current line of work or other areas I may seek to pursue. My initial thoughts based on the title of the module were that we would have to create our own theoretical business or pitch but overall I was not sure what the module would entail but after the first lecture it became clear and I gained a better understanding of what we would be doing throughout. Upon finding out that for this module we would be required to produce a personal statement, a CV and a Zander letter I was quite nervous as I had never had to produce any of these before this time. Throughout this module I expected to develop various useful employability skills such as writing a CV, critical thinking and organisational skills which I could then use to further the development of other skills in future modules and within the rest of life as well. 
Upon learning that the goal of this module was to further develop and even acquire employability skills I was very happy as I have always been interested in developing my own business so acquire these kind of skills is crucial to achieving that as it opens new opportunities and options when approaching such areas. Given the usefulness of the employability skills in question I was very eager to learn as much as possible so I could extend my knowledge in the necessary areas so I can effectively build my personal brand in future scenarios.  Additionally, while I was nervous when it came to writing the CV and Personal Statement, I was also quite excited as it gave me an opportunity to learn how to do it. Up until this point a lot of the work I have done has been of my own production and therefore I have not needed to apply for work but learning to write an effective CV and personal statement will be extremely beneficial when it comes to looking for work in future within the education industry or any other career line that I decide to enter. This module also helped to develop other skills such as communication and team working as I worked with others to get relevant information and properly structure my personal statement and CV, It was a great opportunity to do so as well as I often struggle to ask others for help but for this module I was able to step out of my comfort zone to ensure that I was able to complete the work successfully. 
Throughout each of the sessions I was unfortunately unable to attend in person due to certain reasons, however. That did not stop me from engaging with my teammates during group working exercises. During this module I was quite thankful for the fact that we were given plenty of opportunities to do so while at the same time learning a lot from the activities that we were asked to take place in. These activities helped to further develop the team working and communication skills I had developed from working alongside others as part of this and previous modules. I greatly enjoyed a lot of the activities we were asked to do as it gave us plenty of opportunities to do research into different areas of learning while at the same time getting to work with groups of people I may not usually be given the opportunity to do so. One aspect of the lectures that I particularly enjoyed learning about was the Jahari window, it is something that I had not heard about before but I found the concept of it quite interesting and it is something I want to try outside of lectures in future. One activity I found very interesting and useful was the ‘Speed Dating’ activity which were asked to do, we were tasked with finding out three pieces of information about our partner for the activity within a short period of time before we then switched to another activity. This activity was fun to do while at the same time helping to develop skills such as time management and information handling in a unique way. Given the lack of time we had per interaction it also meant that we had to learn how to do it quickly if we wished to acquire any of the information within the time frame given. The effective communication needed and developed by this activity was incredible effective especially given the short time frame we had to develop it within. I do feel like I could have furthered my interactions during lectures outside of group work however as while I usually prefer to listen, asking questions can help to expand any knowledge that I may not be entirely sure of while also granting me an opportunity to engage with the lecture itself. This approach will also potentially help me to maintain the information that is taught during the lectures as hearing it aloud and in a more detailed format could help to further my understanding.
Throughout this module I feel like there have been quite a few challenging moments which I have at points struggled to overcome as a result of a variety of factors. The main challenge I had to overcome was the critical thinking aspect of the personal statement and CV, critical thinking is something that I would class as one of my weaknesses but I am currently trying to improve upon. What made the development of this skill more difficult in this area is the lack of experience I had prior to this module when it came to writing a personal statement or CV as I did not have any previous reference to rely on when it came to writing it. To overcome this, I asked for the help of my peers while also looking into various templates online to give me a better understanding of the layout I needed to use as well as the information which needed to be included within it. Another area I feel like I initially struggled with was writing the Zander letter as it was once again something I had not written before and was very different to any style of writing I had done before this point as well, this opened up another opportunity to work alongside my peers and once I had the information explained to me and I had acquired a better understanding of the approach I was needing to take to the Zander letter I believe I wrote it well and was able to produce an effective final result. I found this module in particular quite challenging compared to previous modules as while some skills I have developed were transferable to this assignment it was also very different to the previous modules. The main challenges were not based around the writing or information but the understanding of how to layout the information in a way which would be effective but after this module I feel confident that I was able to address those issues and overcome then and I feel that I now have a better understanding of how to write in different and relevant styles.
If I was to approach this module again in future I believe there are quite a few things I would do differently. For example, one area in which I would approach differently is how I approached the research for the assignment. From the beginning of the assignment I was aware that I was not aware of how to format any of the documents I had been asked to produce but it was not until closer to the deadline that I researched exactly how to lay it out. I believe that if I were to approach this assignment again I would start doing research right away so that I could find a format I liked and practice writing CV’s and personal statements before producing the final product. Another area I would like to approach differently if I was to take part in this module again would be to improve the amount of interaction during lectures, I feel like this could help to further my understanding of the topic while also giving me more opportunities to ask questions as well as interact with the lecturer and my peers regarding the work. By questioning ay concerns I may have I also feel like it could give my lecturer a better understanding of the area’s I am struggling in so that they can provide support and additionally material that could be useful for the assignment. If I was to approach this assignment again I would likely take advantage of the tutorial sessions with the lecturer as despite some uncertainties throughout this module I did not use them, I believe that if I had taken advantage of them I could have produced a more effective final product in the end.
I believe this module has helped me a lot when it comes to moving forward to future employment as it has given me plenty of opportunities to develop new skills which in normal situations can be difficult to gain access too. An example of this would be critical thinking skills and also effective communication skills, while thinking and communication skills can be developed in a lot of activities. The activities within this module gave us the rare opportunity to develop them in more detail while allowing us to think critically while also communicating effectively, the best example of when effective communication was needed during this module was as a part of the speed dating exercise. Additionally the opportunity to learn how to develop and layout a CV and personal statement was a great opportunity and will prove invaluable in later life through various careers and lines of work. I also believe the Zander letter will be very useful for helping towards future employment and building my personal brand as it will help to set goals for the future while at the same time helping to build confidence and motivation towards my future and what direction I want it to go. After this module I believe there are still a few key skills that I need to develop, as while this module helped me to develop my critical thinking skills I still believe I am lacking in areas with it and could do with improvement so after this module I will make it my goal to achieve this. I also feel like I still need to improve my time management skills as throughout this module I believe that if I would have put more time into certain areas I could have produce a better final product. After this module I have learnt that I will need to take steps to address this so I can avoid making similar mistakes again in future.
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