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The reflective essay is considered as a tool for conducting the self analysis during an event of the life or workplace of an individual so that they can assess their abilities, skills and knowledge. It can also be referred as an opportunity of identifying the strength and weakness of oneself by performing self evaluation so that they can make improvisation for their growth in future (Cottrell., 2017). The aim of this essay is to evaluate my abilities and knowledge that I have gained and implement while working on a business plan. The Gibb’s reflective cycle is used in this reflective essay for describing and critically evaluating my experience so that I can get better outcome which will be helpful for enhancing skills and making improvements. The Gibbs reflective cycle is known as an appropriate method f writing a reflection as it helps an individual to thing in a systematic manner about the scenario or an activity (Husebø, et al., 2015). The Gibbs reflective cycle has six stages that are description, feeling, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. The first stage is the description in which an individual describe the event or activity about which an individual is writing their reflection. The second stage is feeling in an individual describe feelings prior, during and after the activity or event and third stage is the evaluation of the event. The fourth stage is the analysis which is performed on the basis of third stage (Bassot, 2016). The conclusion of the situation is performed in the fifth stage which is followed by an action plan in the sixth stage. 
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This reflective essay describes my experience, ability and skills when I was working on a project for developing business plan along with my ability and skills for self employment. While working in this project I was assigned with the other students to work in a team which was my first experience for collaborative working. The business plan is designed on the basis of our understanding of the material which we have studied and skills of the entrepreneurship such as analysis of the data, determining the needs of market and similar others. In order to design the business plan we have to conduct various research for collecting the data and information of the market which is relevant for the product or services for which business plan is produced. It also involves the implementation of analytical ability for analyzing the collected and making decisions accordingly. It also involves the analysis of cost spending on various factors such as logistics, marketing and others which requires the understanding of all such operations. The designing of this business plan also provides the evaluation of skills of the self employment such as managing the time and cost, communication skills and others. For performing all activities that are required for designing the business plan we have distributed task to every individual of the team. While working on the project there were some situations when there was conflict among the team members which influence the performance and team and after working on these conflicts there was improvement in the work of the team which will provide effective outcome. 
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At the initial time when was assigned for developing a business plan I was happy and has the feeling of enthusiasm as I found it as an opportunity of displaying my ability, skills and innovative ideas. I was also feeling motivated as according to me I had understanding of maximum concepts which is required for developing a business plan. In the starting we prepared a chat for arranging time line for every task of the project and then distribute task among ourselves. As it was my first time for collaborative working so I was feared and feeling nervous in the starting. I was performing every task very carefully such as conducting research and collecting data but I had faced problem regarding making coordination with team. We did not understand each other and as a result there was conflict in the team which was harmful for our project. So we analyze situation and started setting communication with other members of team and my initiative of setting communication was successful as everyone was ready to share their problems and opinions with the team. That was the time when I felt that I would never be able to complete this which also makes me angry and because of that I misbehaved with others but after a while I realized my mistake and apologize to them. After solving our problem within the team, I focused on the project and help my team by using my analytical ability for analyzing the data regarding the cost for the business plan because of which I felt happy. While working on this project I felt that I was not able to express my opinions and views in front of other because of which sometimes I get misinterpreted or was not be able to implement my knowledge. In the starting I was confident because of my understanding of concept but later I had realized that I need to learn more which caused reduction in my confidence. After the completion of project I was feeling motivated and happy as was able to complete project on time. 
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The  working on this project has provide me opportunity of not only implementing my skills and knowledge that I have gained in these years but also gave me an occasion in which I can analyze my weakness and strength not only as a professional but also as an individual. In the initial stage of the project I have realized that collaborative working requires patience, trust and coordination while performing task and I was lacking in patience because of sometimes I got angry which was a weakness of mine. The other weakness which I noticed while developing the business plan is lack in the communication skills which influence not only the coordination of team but also my performance in the project. The one more weakness which I felt in myself as a professional is the over confidence on my knowledge about the concepts for developing the business plan. In the professional term I was also not that much effective in collecting information data. While developing the business plan I have also realized my strength which was beneficial for me in future. The first strength is my skill of problem solving which I have realized when there was lack of coordination in the group. At that time I talk with the members of group and tell them my problems and opinions because of which others were also ready to share their opinion because which the coordination was established in the team. I have also realized that my analytical skills are also my strength which I had applied on analyzing the data and information that were collected for understanding the trend in the market for designing the business plan. I have also realized that my knowledge and understanding of the business activities and decision making is also strength of mine. While developing the business plan I have also seen that I also pertains certain qualities of leadership as I always took first step for solving conflict in the team and was also convince them for solving conflicts. The time management skill is also the strength because of which I was able to complete the project on time.
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The designing of business plan has made me understood about my strength and weakness which will help me to grow in future by working on it. As it was the first time when I was involved in collaborative working and it had made me to learn a lot about my personality along with has provided me understanding of the ways by which the teamwork can be make effective. I have realized from this situation that I have good management skills as I was able to remove conflict in the team, making coordination in the team and managing time line of the project. The management skills is an important part while developing a business plan or implementing it in the point of view of the self employment the management skill is the most important ability of an individual. The knowledge and understanding of the concepts of business and fields that are relevant to it is also the strength of mine which was helpful in designing business plan. My ability of problem solving is also strength which helped me in various task of the team. It has also seen from this situation that I require working on improving my communication skills as lack in this skill can be a hindrance for me in my strength as a leader. I also required working on my patience as it is a major key factor in collaborative working. The one more weakness which I indentified while designing business plan is lack in my ability of collecting data regarding the market which is the major part of the project and the major decisions of a business plan mainly depends on the information collected from the market.
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The designing of business plan and then writing a reflection can be considered as an opportunity of self evaluation which provides me the assessment of my abilities, understandings, knowledge and skills that can be used for growth of my carrier or for self employment along with the identification of weakness which is required to improve to become a better professional. By writing this reflection on this situation I have analyzed that I am required to improve my communication skills as the major part of the work on this situation depends on the communication skills. The other weakness which has indentified from this situation is the lack of patience and lack in the ability of collecting information and data. This situation has also provided me experience of collaborative working which was an opportunity as I was never worked in a team before. While working in a team I realized that my ability of problem solving and management skills is the strength of mine which I used for making coordination in the team. I have also realized that can also be a leader as I was able to influence the team for solving their conflicts. The conclusion that can be drawn from this reflective essay is that there are certain strength in me as a professional by using which I can be work as a self employed also and the analysis of the weakness will give me opportunity of making improvement in myself.
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As per the reflective essay the first thing which is required to improve in myself is my communication skills so I will work on my communication skills with the help of training programs and establishing more communication with others. Then I will also focus on improving my skill of collecting data as it is the major part of my work and will be beneficial for myself as a profession or as a self employed individual. I will also work for enhancing my patience and will use my strengths for achieving more growth.
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