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	NAME: Jason Franklin

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236251

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:    

‘The public’s perception on racism in policing since the Macpherson report (1999), has its effect been detrimental on crime reporting?’

INTRODUCTION:
I propose this topic as worthy for consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as there is a gap in research of crimes reported by minority ethnic groups from 1999 to 2024. It is of interest to me, being a student officer beginning a career in modern policing to understand the public’s perception on racism within Policing and whether this has an influence on crimes being reported today. There have been key events in policing history since 1999 that have shaped the public’s perception of the Police and effected the willingness and level of crime reported. Prior to the Machperson report (1999), the UK saw the biggest miscarriage of justice due to five black men being found guilty of the murder of Lynette White being known as ‘the Cardiff five’ even though the suspects were described as white (BBC, 2021).

 Almost ten years later, the Macpherson enquiry (1999) concluded the failings in the investigation together with Police institutional racism, incompetence and leadership failings led to the death of Stephen Lawrence. Key recommendations were made to target trust and confidence in ethnic minorities and to eliminate racial prejudice. Following the millennium saw the amalgamation of the ‘black lines matter’ (BLM) movement, an American black centred political movement created as a result of the acquittal of the murderer of George Zimmerman (Black Lives Matter, 2024). The BLM movement then became introduced into the UK following the high-profile case of George Floyd, who was killed whilst being arrested in the US and sparked outrage globally, seeing high-profile football players taking a knee in protest during televised matches which grew BLM’s following within the UK (BBC, 2022). Furthermore, this saw the British public take to rioting and the pulling down the statue of Edward Coulson – a 17th century slave trader where thousands of officers from all over the UK were deployed to keep the peace. Rioters were seen to be kneeling on the neck of the statue, mimicking the US officer’s actions which led to the death of George Floyd (BBC, 2020). 

In 2021, Mohammed Hassan was found dead in his home address in Cardiff following release from Police custody where South Wales Police referred themselves to the Independent office of Police complaints (IOPC) due to reports of Hassan being assaulted whilst being in custody, this again, sparked protests from the public and the BLM movement. These key events since 1999 have shaped the publics perception on the Police, I propose that this has been detrimental to the publics willingness to report crime.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:
I am going to analyse key events since 1999 and how these have affected the public’s perception of the Police whilst analysing the figures of crime reports made in England and Wales following 1999 to see if there is any correlation. I am going to explore how the public perceive the Police as being institutionally racist and if this effects crime reporting through a questionnaire clarifying the targets ethnicity, if they have ever reported crime, the type of crime reported and the outcome, whether they believe that they were treated differently due to their ethnicity and the likeliness of them reporting further crimes due to this. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Figures show that in England and Wales in 2022-2023, there were almost 670,000 arrests where black people were 2.2 times more likely to be arrested than white people (GOV.uk 2023). The high-profile, Macpherson inquiry in 1999 set out key recommendations to increase trust and confidence of policing within ethnic minorities. However, studies have found that people from the black communities have lower confidence in the Police than white people by almost 70% (BBC news 2019). Furthermore, there is recent evidence to suggest that although high profile cases since 1999 have deemed the Police to be institutionally racist, there is still racial disparity within Policing. (GOV.UK 2023) shows that there was over 529,000 stop searches in England and Wales where there was 24.5 stop searches for every 1,000 black people whereas there was only 5.9 for white people. However, ethnicity was not known for nearly 109,000 stop searches which could increase those figures. To further support this, Chakraborti and Hardy (2015) conducted a study to find that young people from ethnic minorities are less likely to report hate crimes due to their apprehension of the Police. Following the Macpherson inquiry (1999) and their recommendation to Police forces to better record victim’s ethnicity to build a better picture of crimes reported by ethnicity, the evidence suggests that this was still failing. His Majesty’s Inspectorate of constabulary and fire services (HMICFRS, 2022) found that from reviewing crime data, in 61% of cases, ethnicity was not recorded. 

Zaykowski et al (2024) conducted a study and found an argument opposed to police bias being a key influence on willingness of crime reporting. Their finding questioned the relationship between race and reporting to the Police as their findings concluded it was not clear why Hispanic males were less likely to report crime. 







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I am going to analyse literature to explore what current research there is surrounding racism within Policing and its effects on crime reporting. I am also going to analyse empirical data including statistics of crime reports made since 1999 to present to identify if key events have influenced levels of reporting. I hope to break these statistics down to ethnicity and see if there is any correlation between key events influencing ethnic minorities crime reporting. I will also utilise a questionnaire to gather qualitive data to gain a better understanding of the public’s current perception of racism within Policing and if this has effected their willingness to report the crime or the level of service they received. These methods are best suited to the research as it gathers a wide scope of research from past and present academics, inquiries into certain cases, legislation put into place as a result and the publics experiences of this topic which is invaluable. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Firstly, I will be exploring current research written by academics to evaluate what research has already been undertaken as well as evaluating inquiry’s conducted following high-profile cases. I will construct a questionnaire which target members of the public to gather information of their perceptions of the Police in relation to institutional racism and its effect on crime reporting. These samples are best for my research as without previous research or academia already available, it would be difficult to see any correlations from previous years of crimes reported following key events since 1999. A questionnaire is key in providing current views of the public which aims to be unbiased. My target audience would ideally be members of the public from ethnic minority groups. However, I am keen to explore the wider publics perception on the issue and this includes all ethnicities and people from different socioeconomic backgrounds.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There are no ethical issues within this research. Any ethical issues such as informed consent or the right to withdraw consent will be explained to participants before they participate in the questionnaire that I create.



	TIME SCALE:
The research will be conducted throughout the dissertation where my aim is to complete it by October 2025. The next steps following confirmation of the proposal in March is to construct my questionnaire in readiness for it being sent to participants and returned in May giving adequate time for participants to complete it. 
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