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Abolishing the House of Lords. 


For over a decade, certain members of the government have argued that there should be reform within the House of Lords or even more so that it should be abolished entirely. Is the House of Lords crucial to the United Kingdom? Or does it serve no purpose to the public? After considering all the research, evidence, and facts, the House of Lords is a fundamental asset to the United Kingdom although a reform or change to a few of its rules and election process would be highly beneficial and more democratic.
The United Kingdom comprises three houses that make up Parliament, the House of Commons, The House of Lords, and the Crown. Parliament's primary responsibilities are the creation and amendment of legislation, conducting debates, scrutinizing the work of the government, and checking and approving government spending. In addition, a parliament is the interim parliamentary period that exists between general elections. The notion of parliamentary sovereignty is enshrined in the UK constitution. It establishes Parliament as the supreme legal authority in the United Kingdom, with the power to pass or repeal any legislation. In general, judges cannot overrule its legislation, and no Parliament can pass laws that cannot be changed by future legislatures. The most significant aspect of the UK constitution is parliamentary sovereignty.
The House of Lords Is the second chamber of Parliament, it is separate from the elected House of Commons and serves to enhance its work, both bodies oversee enacting laws and monitoring government actions. The number of seats is currently unfixed and subject to change each week in accordance with people leaving or joining the House, the total membership as of the 19th of July 2023 stated by Goddard (2023) is 827, and 784 of these were eligible to attend proceedings. With 4 judicial life peers and 784 eligible life peers appointed under the Life of Peerages Act of 1958, the total number of members was 670, including 25 bishops and 89 hereditary members. The Appointments Commission of the House of Lords was founded in 2000, It is autonomous and distinct from the House of Lords. The Appointments Commission makes recommendations for non-party-political life peers. It also reviews all life peer nominations, including those supported by UK political parties, to guarantee the greatest standards of propriety, Members might be proposed by the public or political parties. Appointments are formalized by the King after being confirmed by the Prime Minister, it normally takes several weeks from the time a potential new member is announced by the House of Lords Appointments Commission or the Government before their actual appointment. Before becoming a member, a title must be agreed upon with a Letters Patent and Writ of Summons document being prepared, these are issued by the King and create a life peerage. When the Letters Patent are sealed which shows royal approval, they can then be written to at the House of Lords using their new title Lord or Baroness. Until their introduction into the chamber, they cannot sit or vote.
So, what is the role of and within the House of Lords? Being independent from and complimenting the work of the House of Commons the Lords collectively shape laws, check, and challenge the work of the government. It consists of three main roles the first main role is making laws; members of the House spend most of their time considering bills which are draft laws. All the bills must be considered by both Houses of Parliament before they can become law throughout several stages these are examined before it becomes an Act of Parliament. Numerous of these bills affect everyday lives in areas such as education, welfare, and health. Their second role is an in-depth consideration of public policy. Members of the House use their substantial individual experience to investigate public policy, most of this is done in select committees (small groups appointed to consider specific policy areas) these meetings are also open to the public. The third role is holding the Government to account, according to the UK Parliament 2022 in the House of Lords on 19th Dec 2022 5,244 changes to 100 Bills were made and the members of the house raised concerns, Pressed the government for action, and questioned their decisions with debates over 3,350 hours of business. These topics included ambulance delays, mental health for rough sleepers, and NHS returning to pre-pandemic levels. Changes to the Health and Care bill which became an Act of Parliament on 28 April 2022. Members urged the Government to think again, these included dispute resolution in children's palliative care, organ trafficking, safe discharge from hospital, allowing pills for early medical abortions to be taken at home, and eradicating human trafficking from the NHS supply chain. So, what are the advantages of the House of Lords? According to (Dunleavy, Park and Taylor, 2018) in recent years, there have been there has been some highly questionable peer appointments. nonetheless, a sizable portion of the populace, many MPs and elites, and the lord members themselves (almost unanimously) think that peers bring valuable expertise into public life. They also state that social diversity within the membership of the House of Lords has improved in the last century another advantage is the ‘Salisbury convention’ which means the house will give a second reading to bills for which the elected government within the House of Commons has a majority and a manifesto commitment. The disadvantages that (Dunleavy, Park and Taylor, 2018) have written about seem to be highly commendable they state that the House of Lords is undemocratic and has no diversity even though in their list of advantages social diversity has improved over the last decade. There have been many accusations of cronyism and whoever is nominated for peerage remains completely unelected. All peers can hold their seats until they pass away (if they want to) and thus are not accountable to or removable by citizens in any way. However, peers can now ‘retire ‘if they wish to do so from the House of Lords. They also state that although peerage appointments are scrutinized by a weak regulator (The House of Lords Appointments Commission) party nominations of peers seem to be only lightly and inadequately appraised and many citizens believe that major party donors can still effectively ‘buy’ peerages. Ministers are not held accountable to the same degree as their counterparts in the commons and allegations against peers highlight the openness to abuse that inevitably follows when legislators are accountable to no one and lack any effective oversight which is feasible to say that there is some corruption within. Another disadvantage is the stipend concerns. The value for patronage power for prime ministers and party leaders means that the lords have increased massively in size and that the costs are substantial in 2020/21 according to a report by (Benedictus. L 2022) members of the House of Lords between them attended on average 68 days each and claimed £11,830 on average in expenses. 
In a speech given by the Lord speaker, the Rt Hon the Lord McFall of Alcluith on the 7th Dec 2022 he suggested a framework and a few unassailable truths regarding the current House of Lords. He stated that the House of Lords adds significant value to parliamentary scrutiny and revision and that it is distinct from and complimentary to the House of Commons. His second truth was that while the House of Lords can add value there are issues around their composition that need to be resolved, he stated that democracy would be assisted by promoting better legislation and public policy and complementing the work of the House of Commons committees.
By looking at the advantages and disadvantages of the House of Lords it is clear that a reform would be beneficial, a guest paper by UCL’s Meg Russell for the ifG/Bennett Institute review of the UK Constitution Full Fact (2022) sets out a series of reforms to the upper house, some which could be enacted on without any legislation, she states that the conservative government’s ‘ lack of action’ on the Lord’s reform, and the next steps ‘may well/ fall to an incoming Labour Government. if so, Keir Starmer will follow the approach of a two-stage reform which will include, reducing the size of the House of Lords to no greater than that of the House of Commons. Giving the House of Lords Appointments Commission new powers to vet peers and oversee the chamber size, and to introduce legislation to deal with hereditary peers by either removing them altogether or to end the by-elections.
My thoughts and conclusion on the House of Lords have changed, after researching and looking further in-depth and being dead set against it in the beginning, it is feasible to suggest that the House of Lords is very much a beneficial and fundamental asset of the United Kingdom. A reform of the second chamber would be valuable not just to avoid the current accusation of cronyism but also to give the public more confidence in their chosen government to make the UK better and stronger.
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