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Al Acknowledgement

O 1 have not used Al in my assignment

| confirm that | have not used any Al tools in the research and creation of this assignment. | confirm
that | have not presented any Al generated materials as my own work. | confirm | have copies of my

drafts, notes, and other resources | used, which | may be asked to provide in evidence.

M I have used Al in my assighment

| acknowledge the use of ChatGPT (https://chatgpt.com/) on 9 March 2025 to check my work. | used

the prompt(s):
1. Please check the grammar of the following text.
| confirm that | have not presented any Al generated text as my own work. | confirm | have copies of

my drafts, notes, and other resources | used before, and after the use of Al tools which | may be asked

to provide in evidence.




The Origin of Chinese Characters of Four Seasons
“%’chun, ‘& ’xia,*#’qiuand “ * > dong

Module code: SICH4008
Module tutor: Dr. Shushi Xu
Student name: Xiran Yao
Student ID number: 2205749
Date: 12 March 2025



% dong ‘winter’

% xia ‘summer’



% chun ‘spring’

g‘é rgji * *i j& ** *J (Oracle bone scripts)

\l/ 1'che i
‘grass sprouts’ &,

% B ri‘sun’ = tun

i A~ mu ‘trees’



% chun ‘spring’

e
\%G) ®  (Bronze scripts) S, (Seal script)

\l/ 1'che

‘grass sprouts’

@ B ri‘sun’

i & tun

(Oracle bone)

Shuowen: ‘To push’. " 3&+ |

‘A simultaneously syssemantic
and phonetic compound graph’

VAL g RF

Shuowen: ‘Being difficult’. " g+ |
The graph depicts a small sprout
finally breaking through the hard soil.



Shuowen: ‘The group of people in the central of China’.

é% B

* The name of the first dynasty
(Seal script) e # 3§ nationalities
e ‘Huge, great’

The character depicts a human.
% P ye — the head

E3J Fiju — hands

& ¢ sui — feet




1. Hot weather

D o

3

(Oracle bone scripts)

‘A person under the sun’

QHET 2

(Bronze scripts)

\:}J 1k zhi ‘foot’

(/ﬂ X is an upside-down foot)



2. Ritual dance

‘A dance performed in the ceremony of praying for rain’

¢
& The orthograph of =

(Bronze script)

(Clerical script)




(Oracle bone scripts) (Bronze script)

* A special species of tortoise (loan to refer autumn) w

* A cricket (crickets chirp in the autumn)

* Alocust (the plague of locust often happens in the autumn)




X
JI%

(ﬁf‘% ~ zhouwen script) (Seal script)

e
A

Shuowen: ‘Grain ripe’; " £ 22344 |
composed of £ he ‘grain’ and & jiao as abbreviated phonetic;

in the zhouwen script it is not abbreviated: F&.



A A A & * The protoform of ¥ zhong

* Arope with knots on both sides

(Oracle bone) (Bronze) (Ancient script form) L ; e !
* Original meaning: ‘Tail end

H l
; % Winter
Q A ﬁ (end of the seasons)

A A
(Bronze) (Ancient script form) (Seal) (Seal)
@ B ri‘sun’ i bing ‘ice’ % mi ‘thread’
Winter’ Tail end
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% dong ‘winter’

Development of the character * :

% i

/R
g

A

v

11



Thanks
for
listening =

-
9

-
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