
Egyptian usage (Middle Egyptian)

 Suffix, dependent, independent, subject pronouns
· all are personal pronouns  different in features!!!!
· person describes participant in conversation
· first person: speaker(s)
· ME – indicated only by number (sing., pl., dual); in signs  gender is indicated
· second person: person(s) spoken to
· ME – indicates gender and number 
· third person: people / things spoken about
· ME - indicates gender and number

Suffix pronouns

· Most common Pronoun in ancient Egyptian languages
· Added at the end of the word – SUFFIX
· Always part of the word, they added to
· Appear to be similar IN FUNCTION to possessive adjective in English, but are pronouns

[image: ]
Dependent pronouns 
 Word in their own right, but dependent on another word
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Independent pronouns
Separate words, stand in their own right in the sentence
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5.6

52 5. PRONOUNS

26 mt oialso e ntt (see §2.8.3)
Ms owf =

|] -

3FS nts = =
L jnn @ﬁ qu"?“.

These are later spellings. This pronoun has not been found in any texts car-
lier than the New Kingdom, but it certainly existed in Middle Egyptian.

0L mttn o PrRsalso T nttn (see § 2.8.3)

3eL ntsn T TR

If you examine the second and third-person forms, you will see that they actually consist of the

clement nt followed by the appropriate suffix pronoun. The first-person forms are built of the

clement jin followed by a suffix; for the plural, this suffix is the regular suffix pronoun.

Originally the second and third-person forms consisted of the dependent pronoun plus an
ending #, at least in the singular. Two holdovers of this older system are still used occasionally in
Middle Egyptian, particularly in religious texts:

25 =% ko %, K (from fur“image”) nt (e § 2.8.3)

3 o .

These were originally the masculine forms, but in Middle Egyptian they are used for the feminine
as well: thus, fwt is equivalent to nrk and nit, and swt is used like nif and nts.
Personal pronouns: summary

The following table summarizes the three different forms of the personal pronouns that are nor-
mally used in Middle Egyptian:

SUFFIX DEPENDENT  INDEPENDENT  TRANSLATIONS

1s J wj ik “I, me, my”
2Ms k fw, tw ntk “you, your”
2Fs At tn, tn ntt, ntt “you, your”
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[ 4.1 Definitions 1
gu (RSEIIEmS 1s J ﬁ, Q, Qﬁ*, 1; often not written
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[ 45 Number omitted in writing, like other vowels. The sign ﬁ is an ideogram, and could
g:ﬁ:::il‘m Pl be replaced by other ideograms for specific speakers: @ (woman), )@ (god),

[ 4.8 summary of gender and number $ (god or king), ﬂ or l@ (king), ;3 (deceased).
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[P 5.4 Personal pronouns: dependent

The 3pl suffix .sn was eventually replaced by a suffix .w, written %” or |Q||,

[P 5.5 Personal pronouns: independent

[F 5.6 Personal pronouns: summary which became the standard 3pl suffix pronoun in Late Egyptan. It occasion-
P 5.7 Suffx pronouns with nouns ally appears in nonstandard Middle Egyptian texts, beginning in Dynasty 18.
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5.4

5. PRONOUNS 51

The dual suffix pronouns have the forms .nj (1du), .tnj or .tnj (2du), and .snj (3du). Writings are

the same as the plural forms without plural strokes or with w in place of the plural strokes: me or

— =

=
N o OT T,

L or I'% . These forms are found mostly in religious texts; normally the plural

forms are used for both plural and dual.

Personal pronouns: dependent

Unlike the suffix pronouns, the dependent pronouns were separate words, but they are called “de-

pendent” because they are normally used after some other word. The forms of the dependent pro-

noun in Middle Egyptian are the following:

1s

2Ms
2FS
3Ms
3FS
1rL
2pL
3rL

3N

wj

sn

st

h3- 3035 i e

The essential part of this pronoun is the first consonant w ($ or @), which
s always written, The

cond consonant j is written like the 1s suffix pro-
noun: it is often omitted in writing; when shown it can be written with any
of the ideograms used for the suffix pronoun (for example, 1 for a god,
S for the king, and so forth).

=halo =B, T v (see § 2.8.3)
ialso . tn (see § 2.8.3)
B e

[

TN

PR, i also (T, w1 (scc § 2.8.3)
L L =

-, =

Note that the plural forms look the same as the plural forms of the suffix pronouns.

The third-person pronoun st is neutral (ot neuter) in gender and number: it can be used for

both the singular and plural. For the most part, the 3ms form sw “he, him,” the 3f form g s
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