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Introduction

1200 words
ARE YOUTH INVOLVED IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITY SHAPED BY ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES?

· Focus and scope
· Most recent stats regarding youth offender rates in ages 10-17
· Articles and Studies into the impact circumstances a child lives under has on criminality and if ACE’s enhance the effects of these upbringings
· long terms effects of ACE’s on cognitive, emotional, and social development
· Questions and objectives
· Identify examples of ACE’s and the emotional impact
· Identify the affect ACEs can have on a child’s mental state, and how it may lead to criminality in childhood
· Evaluate the response from the police and external organisations to combat the issue and if the response is viable, and if not, what can be changed to the approach

The importance of understanding the effect of adverse childhood experiences on criminality during adolescence has risen in recent times in England and Wales. Although there has been an astronomical decrease in the arrests of children aged 10 to 17 for notifiable offences since 2012, in the most recent statistics from the year ending ‘March 2022’, there were just under ‘53,000’ arrests made of children aged 10 to 17, a ‘7%’ increase from the year previous 2021 (Youth Justice Board, 2023). This shows that crimes such as violence, drug, sexual and public order offences are currently on the rise in England and Wales, however, as this statistic only of arrests, the reality is that this is an underestimation of the actual amount. But why is this? Why are youth arrests on the rise? Adverse childhood experiences have long been known to have damaging effects relating to a child’s development into adulthood, including often being linked to ‘chronic health problems’, ‘mental illness’, and ‘substance use problems’ from adolescence into adulthood (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2023).  This information proves that ACE’s, can often lead to criminality in adulthood. However what implications do ACE’s have on children during their adolescent years? 

To understand the current rise in youth crime, research must focus on potential causes of the rise. Causes such as ACE’s, this is because crime “is one of the most socially costly potential outcomes of maltreatment” in children who have suffered ACE’s (Currie & Tekin, 2012). One of the specific area’s academics address is based around current crime statistics from 2021 to the most recent statistics available, of youth offenders between the ages of 10-17 in England and Wales. This is to narrow down the search for relevant youth criminal arrests and offences as “the minimum age of criminal responsibility is 10” (Farrington, 1998) and 18 is the legal age of adulthood. This is crucial to understand, as there is gap in research based on the immediate effect of ACE’s and maltreatment on a child’s criminality, as most academic research focus on the long-term health and future of a child. 

Another common focus of research is put on examining the long terms effects of ACE’s on cognitive, emotional, and social development. This will be to provide valuable insight into the relationship between trauma experienced in childhood to criminal activity. This insight into long term effects provides monumental understanding into reasoning and motives behind why people who have experienced ACE’s 

An alternative focus comes from academic articles and studies regarding a child’s traits and tendencies based on factors such as, their gender, their parents and family environment, ethnic background, and the communities that they live in. Factors such as these often contribute to ACE’s, as they can often lead to forms of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, as well as physical and emotional neglect. Moreover, certain demographics such race, social status, and upbringing often lead to a higher rate of criminality in communities. This kind of research will help analyse whether their offences are linked to trauma based on their experiences, from the conditions certain children are under, and areas they live in. 

The overall structure of the dissertation will be split into 3 chapters

In order to achieve the aims and objectives of this dissertation, a literature review 
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