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A miscarriage of justice occurs when someone is wrongfully convicted and receives punishment for a crime they did not commit. According to (Walker, 2002) ‘ a miscarriage occurs whenever suspects or defendants or convicts are treated by the State in breach of their rights’ such as deficient processes this can happen in the police stage, such as a person being arrested and detained without cause or unfair treatment and forced confessions. Deficient processes can also happen in the trial process, for example a biased judge or mishandling and suppression of evidence. Prior to the 19th century there were no formal police in 1829 Sir Robert Peel formed the metropolitan police and produce nine principles in order to make police impartial, one principle being ‘the police should always direct their actions toward their functions and never appear to usurp the powers of the judiciary by avenging individuals or the state, or authoritatively judging guilt or punishing the guilty’  (Sir Robert Peel's Principles of Law Enforcement , 1829), however even with these principles in place legislation was still needed. Due to the amount of miscarriages of justices happening in the 1970’s the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was put into place .
During the 1970’s Britain was Subjected to numerous of attacks by the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA), this put huge pressure on the police and resulted in numerous of innocent of people being wrongfully convicted. One of these famous miscarriages of justice is the Guildford four who spent 15 years in prison, after police tampered with evidence (McNamara, 2014).  Other famous miscarriages of justice that came after IRA attacks are the Birmingham six and the Maguire seven; the Birmingham six were sentenced to life imprisonment in 1975, police oppressed a confession and during their trial there were bruises and signs of mistreatment (Faul & Murray, 1976). The Maguire seven were again physically abused in order to extract false confessions in 1974, with the victims being as young as 13 (BBC a, 2018), this seemed to be a recurring theme within the police in the 1970’s. According to Lord (Devlin, 1991)  these miscarriages of justice were ‘the greatest disasters that have shaken British justice in my time’. It is evident that a lot of the miscarriages of justice are linked with terrorism, one of the reasons being the special powers given from the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1974, and the pressure put on  police with the seriousness of the offences. However not all miscarriages of justice were the result of IRA attacks, for example Stefan Kiszko spent 16 years in prison for the sexual attack and murder of an 11-year-old girl in 1975. It was known that Kiszko had learning difficulties and the police had bullied him into signing a confession, after three appeals his conviction was finally quashed in 1992 (O'Connell, 2017). These are clear examples of the police oppressing a confession, miscarriages of Justice have been going on throughout history, in the 1950s Timothy Evans and Derek Bentley who were also miscarriages of justice who received the death penalty; leading to public opinion changing on the death penalty (Death Penalty Information Center, 2015). 
One of the biggest miscarriages of Justice pre-the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 was the conviction of  Collin Lattimore, Ronnie Leighton and Ahmet Salih, who were wrongfully convicted for the murder of Maxwell Confait in 1972 . In the BBC documentary (Catching Britains killers: the crimes that changed us, 2019) it exposed all the wrong doings of police and what prompted change in the law; Lattimore who was 18 at the time had mental disabilities when the police had forced a confession from the boy, of the murder as well as two other boys who were 15 and 14, they were denied of all rights, had no lawyer and were denied contact with parents or guardians. In the 1970’s Crime rates were rising but there were no more police officers being recruited, the easiest way to get a conviction was to get them to confess, all the evidence was at the discretion of the police and the only version of what was said during questioning was down to the police as it was not tape recorded, and suspects signed confessions from hours of questioning and violation of their rights such as no sleep. It was also found that evidence was rushed; the body of Confait was not examined thoroughly so there was not accurate time of death, if it was they would have found that Lattimore had an alibi at the time, this was the basis of the boys appeal in 1975 which was successfully quashed. Following this came the Fisher inquiry, (Fisher, 1977) suggested that the boys were reasonable of the fire and that Lattimore and Leighton had probably killed Confait,  however he did publicly criticize the police and  how the boys were at breach of their rights and recommended that there should be reform. The need for reform was highlighted as the three boys were wrongfully convicted and the real killer would never face justice. This led to the (The Royal Commison on Criminal Justice, 1981) known as the Phillips report, which had a comprehensive review of police powers, they recommended balancing: the ‘interests of the community’ with the ‘liberties of the individual’. The Royal Commission published these recommendations, which resulted in the police and criminal evidence bill, this took all the recommendations and put them in to an act now known as the (The police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984). This act aims to prevent miscarriages of justice by balancing police powers with the right of individuals, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act has a Code of Practice which establishes guidelines for the police of use of their powers and provides safeguards for suspects, such as a right to a lawyer, parents or guardians present in juveniles and the crucial protection of tape recording.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 66 of the (The police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984) requires the require the Secretary of State to issue codes of practice in connection with the exercising of their statutory powers. (The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (Codes of Practice), 1985) has 8 codes labelled A-H, each supposed to balance the rights of individuals with police powers and gets revised when needed to. If these Codes of practise are not followed this will mean it was an unlawful arrest or search for example Osman V DPP 1999 was unlawfully search as the police officers failed to identify themselves which goes against Code A. One of the Codes which is set in order to prevent miscarriages of justice is Code C which replaced the judges rule’s, relates to the detention, treatment and questioning of persons by police officers (Home office, 2019). It was in 2006 when Code G and H came into force; Code G deals with statutory powers of arrest and Code H deals with the detention of terrorism suspects.
The case of Jeremy Bamber in 1986 when the act first came into force shows how it worked well as Bamber tried to frame his skitsofrenic sister who was also found dead along with the rest of his family, this would have been an easy closed case, however police had suspicions of Bamber which led to his arrest and conviction, this shows that they were not conviction orientated and followed procedure set out in Police and Criminal Evidence Act (Anderson , 2005). However, this is not always the case in 1990 three men known as the Cardiff three were jailed for life for the murder of a woman (INNOCENT, 2016), Steven Miller who was the victims ex-partner was arrested and questioned for 5 days after which he confessed and implicated 2 other men, due to Code E under the Police and Evidence Act 1984, the confession was recorded. In (Catching Britains killers: the crimes that changed us, 2019) a forensic analyst found 13 key tactics that the police used to oppress the confession in the interviews such as emotional blackmail and asserting beliefs as facts. Miller had denied being percent at the scene over 300 times and it was known that he was intellectually venerable, on appeal in 1992 they were cleared. The media’s immense publicization of this case and how police oppressed confessions is what led to the appeals of the miscarriages of justice in the 1970’s such as the IRA terror attacks, it was then introduced a new pioneering method of question suspects to try and establish accurate information and prevent forced confessions.
According to (Liberty, 2007) new legislation that has been brought in after the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 has introduced more powers to the police for example  the creation of dispersal powers under s.30 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 and s.27 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006. As there is no is no further legislation balancing the ‘liberties of individuals’ the police have to rely and uphold the rights of individuals using the Codes of Practice set out in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Furthermore, (Liberty, 2007) noted that Code B could be in violation as The Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 allows a single court issued warrant to justify multiple usages. Furthermore, the UK Borders Bill ‘currently allows the police to self-authorise entry onto premises in order to locate passports’ if these warrants are without obtained justification, they are in violation of Code B under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. 
The incompetence of the police is what can cause miscarriages of justice it can be argued that cases of the police where evidence was ignored that the victims is a miscarriage of justice, one example is the case of Steven Lawrence  where it took over 18 years for his killers to come to justice. Police ignored evidence at the beginning of the investigation, a letter sent to the police naming suspects was also ignored (BBC b, 2018).  In the (Macpherson, 1999) report found that the police were ‘institutionally racist’ this is pointed out to be  the reason as to why police blatantly ignored evidence for nearly 20 years. This can be debated to be a miscarriage of justice to the victim and his family. 
Miscarriages of Justice can also be the result of expert witnesses such as the case of Sally Clark who was wrongfully convicted for the murder of her two children in 1999, due to evidence given by Roy Meadows who had said that the chances of two children dying from cot death from the same parent was ‘one in 73 million’. Sally Clark was not the only woman who was wrongfully convicted due to the evidence of Roy Meadows; Donna Anthony and Angelia Canning’s were wrongfully convicted; as a result Meadow is now off the medical register after being guilty of serious professional misconduct (The Guardian, 2005). Sadly, Sally Clark died at the age of 42 with her family saying it was a result of her false imprisonment. These cases show how expert witnesses can result in miscarriages of justice. Occasionally miscarriages of justice can come as a result of eyewitnesses this was brought to light in the case in America with the case of Ronald Cotton who spent 10 years in prison for rape (Innocent Project, 2019), it is believed false identification is due to the police techniques of line ups or photo lines up as the human brain picks the one who looks most like the offender, Ronald Cotton now campaigns for reform of eyewitness testimony to prevent other miscarriages of justice. The (Devlin Committe Report, 1976) found that there was an 82% conviction rate through identification of eyewitnesses of these over 40% the only evidence was eyewitness testimony in which there was a 74% conviction rate. Eyewitness testimony are relied upon however it is evident that police should be cautious in order to prevent miscarriages of justice. 
The introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 has changed Britain’s legal system drastically and overall has been effective in preventing miscarriages of justice and the and the wide publicizing of the act is what enabled many miscarriages of justice from the 70’s to re-emerge. Although the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 may have its disadvantages, the changes it has brought outweigh the bad and has provided a good framework in protecting the ‘liberties of individuals’ with the ‘interests of the community’. As effective as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act is miscarriages of justice can occur through a numerous of reasons. However, a defendant can appeal, if a defendant has pleaded not guilty, they have a right to appeal against the conviction or the sentence to the Crown Court and must be sought within 28 days. The only found for appeal is that the conviction was unsafe and would be heard by the court of appeal by three judges, cases that go to the Supreme Court are those of public significance According to the (Ministry of Justice, 2016) In 2015, the amount of appeals referred to the Royal Courts of Justice was just over 18,000, with the ‘majority of these cases (58%) related to the High Court, followed by the Court of Appeal (42%). The Supreme Court accounted for 96 cases ’. Of these 6,267 were criminal convictions ‘1,517 (24%) were against conviction in the Crown Court and 4,444 (71%) against the sentence imposed’,  23% of these cases were granted.
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