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[It was reported that] Diodorus a man from Melita, who many years before had left Melita, was at that time living in Lilybaeum.  That man (Verres) with his greed drove him away from his province.  He was living among the people of Lilybaeum who had known him to be a man of the greatest virtue, he was a man of great honour.  But with Verres as praetor, he stayed away from home for almost three years on account of certain beautiful wine cups which he used to have.  For those guests, when he arrived in the province, he had led with him.  They had announced that Diodorus had these wine cups, when he got to know this, that man (Verres) inflamed with greed had called Diodorus to himself and had demanded to wine cups. Diodorus however, who did not want to lose the wine cups had stated them to be in Melita at the house of a certain neighbour.  But when Verres wrote letters to that neighbour, in which he was asking for the wine cups, he had said that they had been sent to Lilybaeum a few days earlier.  Meanwhile Diodorus had gone away from Lilybaeum.


