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2.1. Medieval bibliographic exercise
Domesday Book
Introduction
The Domesday Book is one of the most significant medieval texts produced in Britain.[footnoteRef:1] It was a thorough survey of most of the land of England, to enable William I to know what dues his new subjects might owe him, and is a very early example of a public record. It has remained an important record of rights throughout its history,[footnoteRef:2] which has led to many editions being published, from the 18th century onwards. [1:  This is arguably common knowledge. Various sources might be acknowledged here, but for an indicative source, see The National Archives ‘Domesday: Britain’s Finest Treasure’ <https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/> [accessed 10 November 2021].]  [2:  ibid.] 

The major resources used have been, first and foremost, the relevant pages of the National Archives website. Various university library searches have been used, as well as Amazon, both for its ‘look inside’ feature and for its bibliographic details. To a limited extent, Google Books has also been used, for its ability to glimpse contents of books that are otherwise not available online. A multiplicity of book reviews and review articles have been read, which were some of the results of the library catalogue searches.

Bibliography
Farley, A. and Ellis, H. (eds), Domesday-book, seu liber censualis Willelmi Primi regis Angliæ, inter archivos regni in domo capitulari Westmonasterii asservatus: jubente rege augustissimo Georgio Tertio prælo mandatus typis... 2 vols. London, no publisher (1783)
The Farley edition is the first printed edition of the Domesday Book, and is not a translation, but a transcription of the Latin itself. It was done under the auspices of the Records Office and was intended to make searching the records for its use in land disputes easier. This version, despite the date given, is one from the 19th century, and includes the indices prepared by Henry Ellis. Ellis’ introduction is not included, but is worth referring to for insight into the reasons for the publication of Domesday. He was, for example, alert to the value of the contents to historians.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Henry Ellis, A General Introduction to Domesday Book, (London: Public Record Office, 1833).] 

It is accessible online, through Gale Primary Sources (through university library) and possibly elsewhere. Nearly every source that mentions the Farley edition also mentions how accurate it is, and its continued use to historians.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  See, for example, reviews of books discussing Domesday and reviews of new editions.] 

James, Henry (ed), Domesday Book Or The Great Survey Of England Of William The Conqueror, (London: Ordinance Survey Office, 1861)
This edition provides a complete facsimile of the manuscript, using the then modern technique of photozincography. Until very recently, it was the only full facsimile available, and was thus, like the Farley edition, relied on heavily by scholars.
Martin, Geoffrey (transl), Domesday Book: A Complete Translation, (London: Penguin Classics, 2003)
This is the Penguin Classics edition of the Alecto Historical Editions’ complete English translation of the Domesday Book. It is intended both for general readership and for scholars and students. It is widely considered the best translation available.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  See, for example, Stephen Baxter, ‘The Digital Domesday Book: the Scholar's Edition’, The English Historical Review, 119(482) (2004) 698-700.] 

Morris, John (general ed), The Phillimore County editions, (Chichester: Phillimore 1975-1992)
These print editions are arranged by counties and have a Latin transcript with an English translation facing. They are intended for both scholarly and general use. They may be somewhat difficult for general use, however, as they do not have page numbers, but expect the reader to navigate using the original medieval referencing system found within the manuscript itself.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The National Archives, Research Guides, ‘Domesday Book’ <https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/domesday-book/> [accessed 5 November 2021]] 

National Archives, ‘Editions Alecto Facsimiles’ <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=&_cr1=E+31&_col=online&_hb=tna&_dt=D> [accessed 10 November 2021]
The National Archives provides through its catalogue the complete Alecto Facsimiles done by the Public Records office in the 1980s. These are completely searchable and can be downloaded. These are intended for both scholarly and general public use. See the entry under Williams and Erskine for more on these.
Palmer, John et al (eds), Domesday Explorer: Great Domesday Book on CD-ROM, (Chichester: Phillimore, 2000)
This was the first digitalised version of the Domesday Book. It included facsimiles, transcriptions, translations and searchable databases. According to Stephen Baxter, its searchability was its particular strength.[footnoteRef:7] It was the output of an AHRC-funded project of a team at the University of Hull, although the translations were from the Phillimore editions. [7:  Baxter, ‘Digital Domesday’, n. 5.] 

Powell-Smith, Anna, Open Domesday < https://opendomesday.org/>
This is, as it says, the first free online edition of the Domesday Book. It includes the data from the above digital copy, as well as maps created by the author and images of the pages of the Domesday manuscript provided to the author by John Palmer. It is intended for the general public and scholars, although general users may struggle a little from the limited explanation of the context of the Domesday book. It is an admirable piece of work, though, and is to be commended for its free accessibility.
Round, JH ( original ed), The Victoria County History series (London: Victoria County History, 1900-1969)
Various volumes, which included information and English translations of the Domesday Book, but which have now been surpassed by the more recent editions. Digitised versions can be found online for those who might be researching the historiography of Domesday Book.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  British History Online, search results, ‘Victoria County History’, < https://www.british-history.ac.uk/search?query=Victoria%20County%20History> [accessed 10 November 2021].] 

[bookmark: _Hlk87458833]Various, The Digital Domesday Book: The Scholar's Edition, ALECTO Historical Editions (London: Phillimore, 2002)
This is a CD-ROM collection which includes much of the Public Record Offices (and Alecto)’s output, from Farley to the modern facsimile, as well as a collection of scholarly articles which were published by Alecto in 1987. As is obvious from the title, it is intended to be a resource for scholars, although according to Stephen Baxter, it is limited in its ability to be searchable.[footnoteRef:9]	 [9:  Baxter, ‘Digital Domesday’, n. 5.] 

Williams, A. and Erskine, R.W.H. (eds), Great Domesday Book, Library Edition: Facsimile, translations, maps, indices (London: Alecto Historical Editions, 1986)
This is the hardback edition of the new facsimile that the Public Records office did with modern techniques to commemorate 900 years of the Domesday Book. This new facsimile lies at the heart of many of the various editions of Domesday and is considered to be excellent.[footnoteRef:10] This particular edition is, as its name indicates, intended for libraries, and is intended for both scholarly and general library patron use. [10:  See, for example, the various reviews of both this library edition and other Alecto Historical Editions.] 
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