Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks

Part 1
In Iceland and other countries similar, they believe that it is vital that children play outdoors. The curriculum guidelines highlight the importance on children learning in an outdoor environment, this is because it is good for children to be outside in the nature and be able to be active whilst learning (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013).
There has been an emphasis in Iceland for years on children playing outdoors. Within schools in Iceland children aged 1-6 years old are encouraged to play outside everyday as much as possible, then from the ages of 6-16 years old children have set playtimes where they can go outside to play and socialise with their friends. There isn’t a lot known about what exactly teachers to outside in order to help learning. However, I believe that you most likely do different activities depending on what teacher you have and the school that you are in. Studies show that teachers in Iceland are taking children outside more than they use to and 70% of schools in Reykjavik which is the capital of Iceland, say that they do outside education regularly. 
Adapted from: Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.
Part 2a
The essay that I am doing is on forest schools. According to the Forest School Network, a forest school “is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.” There are concerns that young children in school are not having the opportunity to go to woodlands and green places due to the fact that people are worried that children will get hurt and because they have plenty of activities to do indoors (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). Research suggest that if children don’t go to woodlands and outdoor places when they are young then they wont go when they are older either and they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits from being in the nature (Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell and others 2004). Learning outdoor is very different from learning in a classroom environment, the welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in their own schools now, especially in foundation phase. 
Reference List:
E, O'Brien and R, Murray. (2006). A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.
Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P. (2004). Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Edinburgh.
Welsh Assembly Government. (2009). Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: WAG.

Part 2b 
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid this because if you are accused of plagiarism then in the best case your work will get dismissed and you’ll have the opportunity to do the assignment again but would only be able to get up to 40% for that assignment. In the worst case you could be removed from the course. 
 It is not true that you only must reference when you use a direct quotation. You must reference any ideas, theories, arguments or viewpoints that you have taken from someone else’s work otherwise you would get done for plagiarism. (Lewis, 2019)
 I do not believe that Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for academic assignments because Wiki is a website that anyone can write on and add information on to it without this information being checked or monitored by an official person in that particular field of study to see whether it is correct or not therefore by using Wiki you would not know 100% would is accurate and what isn’t. 
A long quotation is a quotation that contains 30 words or more. To reference a long quotation you need an indentation, you then write the author’s name and the year of publication. Under their name and publication year you write the quote.
To begin to conduct research for an academic assignment you need to look at the topic and if it is a wide range topic you can narrow down the topic into something more specific. Adding to that you need to look at the key words within your title so that you know what type of information on the topic you are looking for. 
Five sources which would be acceptable for academic studies are:
1. Library sources
2. Online Library sources
3. Journals
4. Something written by experts
5. Anything that is research oriented (Lewis, 2019)








Part 3
The article that I will be critiquing for this part of my assignment is one written by Catherine Simon called ‘But I don’t want to be a teacher: Work based learning in Education Studies’. The topic of this text is based on the work experience placement that you do in universities for the Education Studies programme and it evaluates the ‘placement experience of students in school-based’ settings and students who are in other ‘professional education settings’. This article also involves a study that was done using a group of second year student from a University in the south of England who were on a three-year undergraduate Education studies course. For the study the students were grouped into two separate groups which was students who planned to go into teaching and students who wanted to go into other educational jobs.  The aim of this article is to see whether the Education Studies course needs more opportunities of other kinds of ‘education professionals and work-based learning’ for those students who don’t want to go into teaching. (Simon, 2017)
Simon (2017, p7) explains that the study involved groups of students consisting of 5 students who planned to go onto a teacher training course after their Education Studies course and 5 who wanted to go into other types of educational careers. The students were given surveys to fill out at the start of their second-year placement in order to find out ‘individual’s skills and aptitudes appropriate for the workplace’. The answers from this helped to give a foundation for a ‘semi-structured interview’ with the students at the start of their placement. After the students had finished their placement a focused group was then created. 
Simon (2017, p15) states that the two main questions in this study was:
‘1. How do students use the placement experience to navigate the complex boundaries between ‘university’ and ‘work’ as sites of learning and professional identity formation?
 2. To what extend does the placement experience contribute to students personal, professional and career choice/development.’
From these questions it was found that the students were able to improve their practical and theoretical knowledge through placement and it also allowed them to discover what career they would prefer and their professional identities. (Simon, 2017, p15).
Focusing on the first question to do with complex boundaries, Simon (2017, pp 16-18) discovered that the students knew exactly what type of placement they wanted to go on. Students wanting to go into primary teaching was able to better see what key stage or year group they would like to work with and develop their knowledge and experience, and for students who was interested in different types of education careers they were able to clarify what type of education profession they wanted a career in. furthermore, being on placement enabled the students to look at their skills and capabilities, and recognise areas in which they need to develop. 
Looking at question two it was found that the way students were treated, and the feedback given were both equally as important. Adding to that, students who gained confidence through their ‘perception of self and professional identity’ that was affirmed by students or clients showed that they took larger ownership of their self-direction and management. (Simon, 2017, p19)
One of the main arguments within this article is that there should be a variety of placement options around education not just school based, Simon (2017, p8)  states that ‘engaging in professional practice and publicly aligning with a particular profession create intersections between different types of knowledge, skills and values.’ 
When observing the structure of this article you can see that Simon (2017) uses several sub-heading in order to make it easier for the reader to better understand what they are reading and also if the reader just wants to read about a particular part then they can use the sub-heading to find the part they wish to read up on. For example, if you just wanted to know the data from the study you could go straight to the part called ‘Findings’. At the beginning of the article there was an abstract which allows you to be able to read briefly what the article is about before reading the whole article. Throughout the article Simon (2017) has used paragraphs which makes the article easier to read. I noticed that some of the paragraphs within the article are quite lengthy whilst others are shorter, also there was not many linking words between the paragraphs. Within the article no statistics were used to back up what Simon (2017) was saying, however direct quotes from the students who took part in this study was used. It was helpful that Simon (2017) used quotes from the students in order to see what exactly the student’s opinions was about placement. 
The language that is used seems appropriate for an academic article; Simon (2017) has used a formal writing style in order to complete the article. For the most part I believe that the article is rather easy to read however, there was some sentences in there that was a little difficult to understand. For example, in the ‘Theoretical framework’ section Simon (2017, p8) writes 
‘Understanding the learning that takes place at the intersections of such boundaries suggests that learning can be a ‘horizontal’ process across different types of material or symbolic boundaries, but also that boundaries in themselves are not static but can be personally and locally constructed.  In this way, understandings of boundary crossing and boundary learning informed by socio-cultural activity theory, offer a useful lens.’
However, it was not described exactly what ‘’horizontal’ process’ meant. I would not say there was much persuasive language within this text, but Simon (2017) did use other studies to back the point of the importance of placement. In this article the objective language was mainly used rather than subjective language. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is some evidence and reasoning within this article. The problem is clearly stated which is that placement on the Education Studies programme is more focused on students wanting to go into teaching rather than other educational professions however, the programme is for both ‘aspiring teachers and those looking for professional roles within the wider education sector.’ (Simon, 2017, p5). Adding to that there has been a raise in the amount of students taking the course who aren’t interested in becoming teachers (Simon, 2017, p6). Simon (2017, p5) claims that the course has a record of being a ‘school-centric degree programme’. You can see from the reference list that a lot of research went into writing this article and a mixture of university pages, articles and journals and used both online and book resources to find the information, I believe that the resources used would be fairly reliable. Furthermore, Simon (2017) used resources from different years, ranging from 1933-2017. This is good because you can compare the findings from old studies to the newer ones.
In conclusion, I believe that overall this article is quite well written and has a variety of reliable resources. However, to makes this text better it would have been useful to have some statistics within the ‘Findings’ section and also for some parts explain more what was meant by certain terms that was used in order to make it easier to understand. 
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