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 What is Terrorism?
Terrorism is something that has been affected thousands if not millions of lives to all around the world and is a continuing problem as the world progresses both economically and technologically.   However, there is often confusion of what is meant by a ‘terrorist’ or terrorism as there are many different definitions, in which have changed overtime. This could be the result of multiple different approaches in which can be taken to come up with a definition. The reason for this is because a person who has been ‘terrorised’ could be the consequences of many things, for example a spider, a horror film, a home robbery or “Islamic state”. (Chenoweth, English, Gofas, Kalyvas 2019). Also, it argued that using a single definition of terrorism and way too broad, meaning that it would need to the need to accommodate the lowest common denominator which will be damaging to the ‘principle of legality’ as recognized in British public law. (Greene 2017)
There are many ways in looking onto how to approach the idea of defining terrorism. These would be the academic approach, the political approach and the legal approach. The academic approach to defining terrorism is hard, as there are many different areas of academics who think differently and more in context in their own field of academia, such as a former police officer who has experienced a very scenario who educated of the subject would think a lot differently to a person who is a social analyst. It makes it harder also because there is so many different aspects in which how terrorist organisations are functioning and how it happens. Social psychologists argue that terrorism is mainly because of groups who function by giving strong pressure within the group and hold out rewards which are powerful. (Victoroff, Kruglanski 2009). However, physiologists who have studied terrorism say that groups and people often commit terrorism because of the media. As news and media are extremely popular across the globe, the news spreads about every single detail such as the methods and demands of the attackers, in which then can inspire other people to commit these attacks Hudson R. A (1999) The legal approach to defining terrorism is to create a framework in which it is easier to tackle terrorism by creating quick legislation. Quick legislation happens when an event has occurred in which leads to either new legislation is needed or a change in existing legislation is needed due to circumstances that has brought out problems with legislation. An example of this would be when 9 inmates at HMP Belmarsh who were held in prison without trial who were foreign were all deemed threats to the nation challenged the government saying it was breaching the European convention on human rights (ECHR). (Dyer, Travis, White 2004). This case was saw the anti-terrorism laws left in “tatters” as it was deemed that the 9inmates were unfairly treated by “scathing law lords”. (Dyer, Travis, White 2004). This led to the creation of the Prevention of Terrorism act 2005 which has since been repealed, but in section 1 (5) it says “Power by or under a control order to prohibit or restrict the controlled person's movements includes, in particular, power to impose a requirement on him to remain at or within a particular place or area (whether for a particular period or at particular times or generally)” meaning that the government have control on where a person is kept at all times. (Legislation.gov 2010). The political approach has some similar aspects with the legal approach, in which are implementing legislation such as multiple counter terrorism strategies and in terms of the UK, the creation of the Prevention of Terrorism Act 2005. Also, in the US, they opted to go for substate definitions when it comes to defining terrorism. This suggests that different people have different definitions, for example CISA define inside threat terrorism as “s an unlawful use of force and violence by employees or others closely associated with organizations, against those organizations to promote a political or social objective.” (CISA 2021) This is very different definition compared to other US government companies such as the FBI and Homeland Security because they are more specific in their field of work.
Due to there being no universal definition of terrorism because it is nearly impossible to do, there are hundreds of different definitions, in which are used by different countries all around the world. In terms of the UKs definition, it is stated in the Terrorism Act 2000 and in section 1 be it states, “terrorism means the use or threat of action where “(a)the action falls within subsection (2), (b) the use or threat is designed to influence the government”. Legislation.gov (2009).  Then in subsection 2, it states multiple actions that are deemed to fall under the category of terrorism, and this includes serious violence towards another person, involves serious damage to a property or creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public, or is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system. Legislation.gov (2009). This act has multiple different aspects in which a person or group actions can be deemed as committing the act of terrorism and that is just in the terrorism act 200 which is the UK (England Wales Scotland and Northern Ireland) only. Different countries focus on other aspects in trying to define the act of terrorism, such as the United States, in which defines terrorism in two different ways. The two different ways are called International terrorism and domestic terrorism. International terrorism is defined as “Violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups who are inspired by, or associated with, designated foreign terrorist organizations or nations (state-sponsored)”. FBI (2021). By this definition, it means that the person or group who are committing these acts, they must be with an organized group or even a country. Domestic terrorism, however, is defined as Violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups to further ideological goals stemming from domestic influences, such as those of a political, religious, social, racial, or environmental nature. Both definitions were created by the US government as a part of the US code, under title 18-chapter part 1-chapter 113B § 2331 in which it gives clear terms of some of the language used in the definition such as person, which the US code has defined as an individual or entity which can gold a legal interest in property which is beneficial to that entity. Cornell Law School (2021).  Another country who has been impacted by terrorism who has a slightly different definition to countries like the UK and US is France. Even though their definition is similar as it states “The legal definition of a terrorist act comprises two elements: a) it is a crime or lesser indictable offence defined as such in the Criminal Code. These crimes and offences are listed in Article 421-1 of the Criminal Code.” Conseil De L’Europe (2013). The offences are attacks on life, attacks on integrity of a person in which both must be deliberate, abduction, theft/damaging property and offences involving firearms explosives. These are only some in which fall under the criminal code. Conseil De L’Europe (2013). If we compare the three countries definitions, there are some similarities but also some differences. Both countries have it clearly stated that religious and racial factors could be used for the terrorist to have a purpose in committing the crimes and both states that violence towards people would fall under the category of terrorism. Also, France and the UK both have mentions of destruction of property, whereas the US mainly focuses on protecting its population and to protect the power of the government such as controlling the military and the senate. However, with these definitions there are also differences, in which some countries have focussed on certain aspects in which they find terrorist organisations can become the most dangerous, an example of this would be in the UK legislation, in the Terrorism Act 2000, it states “seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system”.  Legislation.gov (2009). This means that if someone or a group disrupt systems such as CCTV or anything online belonging to the government, it would fall under terrorism. In terms of the US, their focus in their definition is that terrorism is often from foreign countries as their definition. However, they also contained in their definition it also says that terrorism would also be applicable if an activity would be intended “to influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion”. (Cornell Law School 2021). In terms of the French definition, they have made it specific in the type of weapons that are used in which would be involved in other crimes. These include any sort of firearm, explosives or nuclear substances. Conseil De L’Europe (2013)
With many definitions in which are sued around the world, a lot of them are different in many aspects but they all use the same sort of language when defining terrorism. When looking at the three countries that have been looked at (UK US and France), each one of them have used the same keywords in their definitions. For example, both the US and the UK used the word “violence” and “violent” within their legislation and definitions. Is well as the use of the word violent, they both use the word “influence”. However, if you look worldwide at the many definitions around the world, they have a lot of similarities too. According to Schmidt and Jongman, who analysed 109 different definitions of terrorism, 83.5% of those contained the term violence which is 91 of those analysed. (Schmidt, Jongman 1988). Also, in those 109 different definitions that have been analysed, 65% said it was “political” and 51% said that it created “terror” or “fear”. (Schmidt, Jongman 1988). 
As there is such a broad range of definitions of terrorism around the world, in some cases a person and/or group might be considered a terrorist in some places but not in others. One organisation in which were deemed terrorists are the Irish Republican Army or better known as the IRA. The IRA were an organisation whose goal was to end the British rule in Northern Ireland and the reunification of Ireland. (Arthur 2019). When it was founded in 1919, it was also in working with the Irish nationalist party, however in 1969, the IRA split into two different factions in which were called the Officials and the Provisionals. (Onion, Sullivan, Mullen 2020). The Officials sought to get independents through peaceful protests and no violence whatsoever whereas the Provisionals did the opposite, they used the tool of violence and destruction to further their efforts in getting what they wanted. (Onion, Sullivan, Mullen 2020). This then created a grey area as there were extremists within the IRA and peaceful protesters who were apart of the same organisation so should all members of the IRA been deemed as terrorists? The answer to that is still unknown as defining terrorism is still changing and it will be very hard to determine if they will all be classed as terrorist. However, if the IRA were still just one faction, which could be the Provisionals still a round to this date running their organisation and planning and executing attacks on the UK then they would would-be terrorist under the Terrorism Act 2000 in which states “the use or threat is designed to influence the government” in which was their main tool in trying to get their goal in independence. (Legislation.gov 2009). Another organisation that was deemed as terrorists were Al- Qaeda. This organisation was founded in the late 80s by Osama Bin-Laden in the soviet-afghan war. Since its founding, the organisation has played a huge part on the definition of terrorism, as they have committed some of the worse terror attacks witnessed in modern history, the main one being the 9/11 attacks. This attack was the deadliest attack on US soil in the country’s history, in which sparked the US to wage war on the organisation. (Counter Extremism Project 2021). The 9/11 attacks changed everything about the definition as it meant new legislation was put into force around the world because of the attacks. An example of this would be the creation of Homeland Security, in which was established in 2002, combining 22 different federal departments into one, unified cabinet agency. (Homeland Security 2018). Just 11 days after the tragic 9/11 attacks, a governor called Tom Ridge was appointed the first director of Office of the Homeland Security in the white house. However, Homeland Security did not officially open its doors until March 1st, 2003 after the passage of legislation called the Homeland Security Act in which gives all the powers the department holds. (Homeland Security 2015). Al-Qaeda would fall under being a terrorist as in the legislation in the US under title 18 U.S. Code § 2331 it says, “involve acts dangerous to human life that are a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any State” and “to affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction” in which both were committed by the attacks on the twin towers on 9/11. (Cornell Law School 2021). Also, on the homeland security website, it references the 9/11 attacks as “terrorist attacks”. (Homeland Security 2015).
	In conclusion, to simply answer the question “what is terrorism?” would be a very difficult one to answer as there are many aspects to consider when answering the question. This is because there are so many different definitions of terrorism around the world which makes it difficult in choosing which ones are correct and which ones are not as some of them have a lot of similarities in a lot of different ways, for example, most definitions use the same key words and phrases such as “violent” and “fear” as found by Schmidt and Jongman. Furthermore, in the legislation in the us, UK and France, they all have the same purpose in protecting human life within their legislation, which I do believe in being correct but there are other aspects for example the use of the word “civilian” in definitions being a grey area as it is hard to determine who is a civilian and when.
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