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Introduction

What are the past histories and rational thoughts of childhood? Has civilisation consistently considered a child as a complete person’, given him or her the required status in civilisation? Was there a change in the outlook of childhood? The reason for this essay is, to research and obtain an insight to see how childhood turned out to be a ratified and a recognised period of life for a child through the past centuries. Personally, I consider that, children warrant a freedom to try and show their abilities and be recognised as individuals.

Past to Present 

In the viewpoint of (The Economist, 2019) the past eras children from a young age was thought of as little adults, and not has children. Many were sent out to work; therefore, they were also seen as the income provider. This can be seen by looking back in time. In the middle times infant and child death was very common (Newman 2012). Due to this the parents would likely not become attached to their baby or child. Fearing their child dying many children were not given names till later years. However, the child would then miss out on not only the bond a child has with their parents, but the love and nurture that every child requires. Possibly due to the disengagement from the child at such an early age, that when the child reached a certain age he or she was thought of as an adult not only by the parents but by the community. This then became the time where the parents would put their child to work, with the other children within the community. As most community’s in the middle times lived in rural areas the work the children were doing would most likely be farming (Stirler, 2013). With that itself children are placed in danger; it is also likely that the children did not complain as the possibility of a harsh punishment is very high. Moving on to the Victorian era it shows a totally different aspect on childhood both from wealthy families and poor families.
For many people they would of thought that children who came from the rich had brilliant childhoods and got everything they wanted. This is not the case though, whilst researching into the life of a child born into wealth. It is noticed that once a child was born, the parents yet again do not engage with their child. The employ nannies or nurse aids to not just look after the child but also to give it some form of education. However, not all nannies had educations themselves. Wealthy children had toys, nice clothes and possibly big houses with many rooms to live in. Yet they were told what clothes to wear and they had to keep them impeccable. They also had to act a certain way, especially when in front of their parent’s guests. For most of the time they would only get a short time with their parents and that was at specific times of the day. For the most part a child born into wealth was just for show or to carry on the family name. Even though, it seemed to the outside world that the children deemed to be loved and nurtured. This was not the case; how can a child feel love when only spending small amount of time with their parents (Schoolworkhelper Editorial Team, 2019)
It is a big difference to how children from poor families were brought up and lived. As most families that had little or no income, lived in small dwellings or even just one room. Therefore, the family became closer and did more things together as a family. This could have been due to the close proximity not just in age but in how they lived Due to the circumstances at the time many families were very large, in one family there could be 12 children. The larger the family then there were more that could earn, as children as young as 5 was put out to work (Price. 2014)  According to (Price, 2013)  the jobs that children did were working in the factories, coal mining, chimney sweepers,  working at the ship yard, scaring the birds from fields, farm work, domestic servant, making hats, sweated trades, laundry for money, making matches, pottery making, working with textiles, selling stuff on the streets,  pick pockets and even prostitution. Picking out a few of these jobs to discuss the working conditions and the dangers that each job brought to the children.

· Factory work; Children who worked in factories work very long hours, in some cases children worked up to 18 hours a day. Due to the size of the children that were employed to work in the factories, they could fit under the machinery while it was in use. Many times, during this era many children were either injured or killed whilst working inside factories.

· Coal Mines; For children who worked in coal mines, not only did they work long hours. They were working in dark dusty conditions, without any protection. There were numerous injures and deaths to children in this employment, as the pits was prone to collapsing leaving those inside to suffocate. Children that left the pits did not usually reach adult years, due to having respiratory conditions from the dust. 

· Chimney Sweeps; Children who worked as a chimney sweep, were as young as 5 years of age. Many people employed children this young as they could fit down or up a chimney, to remove whatever was blocking the chimney. However, as a result to using small children there as also been deaths among child chimney sweeps. Some of the death have been because the boy as either fell down or got stuck up the chimney. They have either died from their injuries, suffocated or even worse the owners are unaware that the child is in their chimney breast They have then lit a fire, burning the child to death. You can only imagine the pain and suffering the ordeal was. According to (National Archives, n.d) a law had been in place form allowing chimney sweeping jobs to be given to children. However, that did not stop children being used. Furthermore, like those children working in the coal mines, these children also suffered respiratory conditions most did not make adulthood too.
(Griffin, 2014) 

Yet again through this era childrens health and wellbeing were not considered. However, that was until Lord Shaftesbury and Thomas Agnew decided it was time to become these childrens advocates. To fight for the childrens health and wellbeing. (Price, 2013)


The Laws 

In 1833 the British government passed a law namely the Factory Act. This law was put in place to improve the working conditions for children whose jobs were in factories. 

The act was as follows:

No children under the age of nine years old to be working. 
Child workers certificates of age to be held by employers.
Children between the ages of 9-13 years to work no longer than nine hours a day
Children between 13-18 years to work no longer than 12 hours a day
Children are forbidden to work at night. 
All children to have 2 hours of education a day
4 factory inspectors appointed to enforce the law

However, the introducing of the act did not stop the children being mistreated at overnight. The factory act changed, and other new laws were being introduced.

1842 1st Report on the Children’s working Commissions:  Collieries and Mines’, which had Lord Ashley did prepare.

1842 Mines Act, this forbid the employment of males under 10 years old age including all females. No one child 15 years or under to be in command of any machinery. 

1844	Children between the ages of 8-13 years was not allowed to work 6 ½ hours a day Women from the ages of 12 their hours were reduced, and they did not work at night.

1844 Factory Act, this classed females under 18 years were young females. Working hours were limited to 12 hours Mon-Fri and 9 hours at the weekend.  

1847	Women and children under the age of 18 was forbidden to work more than 10 hours a day.

1847 The Ten Hour Act, this cut the hours of women and the under-eighteens to ten a day and 58 a week.

1850 The Ten Hour Act, this set the working day for all workers at ten and a half hours.

1867 Factory Act, the legislation was extended to all workshops with more than 50 workers.



1867	Previous rules also added to workhouses if there were 5 or more workers employed

1901	Minimum age for employment for children is increased to the age of 12.

(Price, 2013)
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Childrens Act 1989- the nature of  childrens wellbeing
the expectations and requirements around duties of care to children.

Childrens Act 2004- placing a duty on local authorities to appoint children’s services members who are ultimately accountable for the delivery of services
placing a duty on local authorities and their partners to co-operate in safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children and young people.

Children and Social work Act 2017- the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel was established to review and report on serious child protection cases that are complex or of national importance (Sections 12 to 15).
the previous model of Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards (LSCBs) has been replaced by local safeguarding partners who will publish reports on local safeguarding practice reviews (Section 17).
child death review partners are required to review each death of a child normally resident in their area and identify matters that are relevant to public health and safety and children locally (Section 24).
local authorities must appoint personal advisers for care leavers up to the age of 25 (Section 3).
Social Work England is created as a regulatory body for the social work profession in England (Section 36).
relationships education will be provided to primary school children and relationships and sex education will be provided (instead of sex education) in secondary schools (Section 34).
(NSPCC Learning, 2019)

Conclusion

From the research I have done I feel that children are better safeguarded today than what they were in the past era’s
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