Kayleigh Iacov
HPAR4011
Quentin Drew & Ros Coard
Due 11 February 2024
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	The[image: ] Paleolithic period of human evolution is characterised by the onset of chipped stone tools, increasing in sophistication and technicality as the era progressed from the Lower to Upper Paleolithic period. The earliest stone tool, the hand axe, can be dated back to around 700,000 years ago, and blades such as the one this biography centers upon are likely to be between 10,000 and 50,000 years old. Since much of the production of blades and other tools in the Paleolithic period relied on flint, many settlements of this age are based in Europe, specifically central and south-western France, and northern Spain (Thomas Higham, 2014).

	This curved blade in particular, only around 6.5cm (about 2.56in) long, appears skillfully knapped which allows us understanding of advances in the standard of stone tools in the Upper Paleolithic age. Knapping involves the process of lithic reduction to reduce a stone into a particular shape, through which weapons and domestic tools are created, such as those used for hunting, preparing food, etc. The process involves striking off and removing flakes of material from a larger core, through which the intended shape, size, and sharpness if desired can be reached. The process creates debitage as the nodule of material, in this case flint but other material such as obsidian and agates can be used, is usually much bigger than the final product and thus much of the excess removed stone becomes waste. Some of the material, particularly in the beginning stages of the chaîne opératoire, can be used for other stone tools if the flakes are large enough.

[bookmark: _Int_r8xQyGHP][bookmark: _Int_G8LVrrLP][bookmark: _Int_ZvH13VbJ][bookmark: _Int_4YrllwhU][bookmark: _Int_ZUjRMmRZ]This artefact is likely to have been used in a domiciliary setting, due to its small size and curve, indicating it would be best utilized as a tool for processing meat, carving, or similar, as it is less likely to have been a weapon. It is more likely to have been used in the beginning stages of the production of food or weapons, considering its curve, such as skinning animals, separating sinew, cutting meat, etc. Similarly, considering its most convincing use as a household object, a reflection regarding the status of its user can be made. While its creator clearly displayed skill, it does not appear to have been manufactured completely carefully, as it has not been sanded or elaborately carved, indicating it is likely a regular domestic tool, created and used for a typical household or use. The blade is made from flint, and was found at Lieveyre, Les Eyzies de Tayac, a French collection of prehistoric, Paleolithic, and Neolithic sites situated in the Vézère valley. It is reasonable to assume the blade was created there, due to the substantial amounts of naturally occurring flint in the area. As well as this, evidence to support the idea that the blade was created at Lieveyre includes the number of and size of the Paleolithic settlement[image: ]s there, indicating that the community was equally large and likely fairly advanced, within the constraints of the technologies of the period. This allows us to understand the first part of this item’s life and later discard, since it was likely in the same place, and with wider contextual knowledge through analysis of the site that initially contained it, understanding of its use can be reached. However, the blade appears to be in particularly good condition, still fairly sharp with no impurities, cracks, or chips despite its age. The stone is multifaceted, considering its knapping, and is completely flat on one edge. The other sides have various high and low points, reflected in the light and dark points of the images provided, yet it is smooth, however part of the original nodule of flint’s cortex has remained on a small part of the blade. This, as well as its small size, indicates it may have been made from a piece of debitage itself.

This artefact has been transported from central France to west Wales, and now lies in the University’s archaeological archives and serves as a learning tool for students. Despite being labelled and offering this information freely, the blade’s transportation to the United Kingdom would be clear regardless of documentation through the lack of naturally occurring flint in this region. While not clear through the post-excavation marking of the object, it may have resided in other collections, archives, or exhibitions before its eventual arrival at the University of Wales. Considering its age and the distance of its travels through different countries it would not be unreasonable to assume it resided and was used as an educational tool in different contexts through time, however this is not documented. The blade becomes an artefact due to its past and currently regular interactions with people, from its excavation, to travel, to documentation. The artefact has been labeled, its place of origin and item number written across its curved back face: “Lieveyre, Les Eyzies” then “UWL - 278”. These markings reflect the site at which the artefact was found, being the French Paleolithic site, as well as its ownership by the University, and its item number. These alterations to the original state of the blade equally create part of its journey.
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