Introduction; 
[bookmark: _Int_ZbyYovUP]Hello! My name is Leo and for this presentation I have chosen the decade of 1997 to 2007. In 1997, many films were released such as Disney's Herkules, 20th Centry Fox's film Anastasia, and in December, the global hit Titanic was released. But those are not the only notable events which happened in 1997, in May, Tony Blair was elected prime minister. In August, Princess Diana and her boyfriend were killed in a car crash, sending shock and horror all over the world. But what was it like living as a young person, how did the new government treat young people? What was the new Labour government’s effect on the rights of young people? I will be discussing this and more throughout this presentation. 
Second Slide- Effect of Tony Blair; 
[bookmark: _Int_0F3DS43P]Blair came into power at a time of great excitement for the British public, the Cold war had ended in 1991, causing the economy to boom, driven by the advances in technology which created a brief window where peace, stability and the rising of living standards looked like they may become normal for the British public. Despite this, Blair’s proposals mainly focused on young people and punishing them. In 1998, he introduced the 'Crime and Disorder Act', which fulfilled his aim to be 'tough on crime and the causes of crime'. This act established that the youth justice system's aim was to prevent offending by young people. And for the first time a single, dedicated system, the youth justice system, was established across England and Wales.
This system combines the work of the police, the Crown Prosecution Service, the Courts, and organisations such as Young Offender Intuitions and the work of Youth offending teams. 

Third slide- Policy change
Under the New Labor government, many new and distinct policies emerged, which put teenage pregnancy and parenthood high on the policy agenda for central and local government. The ten-year coordinated National Teenage Pregnancy Strategy was informed by social exclusion being found to being the main cause of early pregnancy. The overall ethos of this policy saw young women's attitudes (those within deprived areas), their beliefs and behavior as key risk factors. This then had implications on sex education, meaning that there was now more information available about contraception, sex, and relationships. It also had implications for teenage parents, with more support for them to finish their education and learn parenting skills.
Children's services were an idea created by labor after the failure of their Connextions policy. Despite good intentions, the children's services policy marginalized young people, separating them from the umbrella of 'children' and this meant that there was no plan for the future of youth work. It defined youth work as a profession which worked well with others, but one that could not be included by them. 
One of the consequences of New Labours targeting approach was for youth work projects to become more computer and office-hours based, limiting the accessibility of informal learning.


Fourth slide- The Youth justice system;

[bookmark: _Int_nD0Tg8AN]The system established in 1998 by the Labour Government’s Crime and Disorder act is still having an impact today, even though it has been changed by policies and acts, many of its aspects are still working today. Here is a helpful infographic to help you understand the changes made by several policies. While this act established a great deal of coherence between the services that work with young offenders, it came at a negative price to the young people. As the system came into place, more young people were being convicted of crimes, reports looking into the effects of the policy found that the levels of young people offending barely changed, but more young people were criminalised and imprisoned. The rapidness of the criminal justice system meant that the underlying social problems to why the young people were offending, were not tackled and nearly all the targets relating to education, training, mental health, employment, help with addiction and accommodation had been missed entirely. This act led to thirty-two thousand young people being imprisoned by 2002, bringing the number of young people in custody to a record high, becoming higher than any other European State at the time.

Fifth slide- The Crime and Disorder Act
This Act has serious implications for the Youth Justice System (YJS), it meant that if a young person has committed serval minor crimes over the years, they could all be implemented into one sentence, causing them to serve a longer sentence in jail, with little chance of appeal. Since the introduction of the Youth Justice system, a result of this act, the UK government has continued to legislate to improve and refine criminal justice policy relating to children and young people. There was an extension of prevention and diversion activities, resulting in significant and sustained reductions in the number of young people entering the youth justice system. At the same time, the numbers of young people being remanded or sentenced to custody have significantly dropped. However, there have been new challenges in the form of the pandemic, such as more county lines activity, concerns about various forms of child exploitation and serious violence, but also a greater understanding of trauma and its impact on children and young people.


Sixth Slide- Class Sizes;
[bookmark: _Int_pQP511UF][bookmark: _Int_c0SWsRIf]As you can see from the information above, Tony Blair only focused on primary schools, and ignored most teacher's calls for this policy to be implemented in secondary schools too. Most funding set aside for education was invested in the younger generation, with funding going towards creating more places in nurseries for three-year olds. However, this policy did include plans to cut truancy and the number of pupils excluded from schools, and to create half a million new places in colleges and universities. But without any clear indication of how teachers were going to be paid. However, the solution to this was announced in 1999 where Blair pledged that about £150m will be allocated to education, providing 2,500 extra teachers and 1,000 more classrooms. However, the limitation of class sizes meant that children were being turned away from more popular, over-subscribed primary schools, and, because schools are funded based on the number of pupils they have, reducing class sizes would cut their income. Meaning that Blair’s policy of ‘cutting class sizes’ was not as simple as it seemed, and later caused many issues such as over subscription to schools, meaning that parents had to travel longer to get their children to school. 

Seventh slide- CTF's
While this policy came into place in 2001, the first child funds started in April 2005 and were available to those born from September 2002 onwards. And before the policy was abolished in January 2011, 6.3 million child trust funds were opened. But what difference did they make to the lives of the 18-year-olds receiving the money years later? The Wealth and assets survey, collected by the Office for National Statistics, from 2016 to 2018 found that 'in the absence of CTFs many young people have no, or very low levels of, financial wealth and therefore the policy will have made a substantial difference to the distribution of financial wealth of those aged 18’. While the research conducted by the Office for National Statistics shows a significant improvement in the distribution of financial wealth for those with access to a child trust fund, it does not account for those with low-income backgrounds. The average amount in a child trust fund is around £650, which realistically will not help those young people in reaching higher education, moving out of their parent’s houses or start their own business as a direct result of the child trust funds, which was Bliar’s main reason for this scheme. It is currently unclear how much child trust funds have helped the young people of today as some are only just being received. Personally, my child trust fund helps me in knowing that I have a fallback if I ever lose money, but that may not be the case for others. 

[bookmark: _Int_cgZOF2cy]Last slide; At the end of this decade, we saw the disappearance of Madaline Mcann in May. And Gordon Brown took over from Tony Blair to become the leader of the Labour Government and the Prime Minster in June. Hairspray and Harry Potter and the Order of the Pheonix were released in July and the film Enchanted in December. But what was the impact of this decade on policy development in youth work? Well, during this decade we found that the Crime and Disorder Act of 1998 changed the youth justice system for the foreseeable future, causing thousands of young people to be sentenced to jail, when they would normally be let off with a warning or fined, this had serious implications for the rehabilitation of those young people, as the underlying factors that causes them to commit crime weren't identified, and in prison, they would have learnt the skills and behaviors that could have led to a criminal lifestyle, where they could have been warned and offered counselling, where the issues that lead to crime would have been identified and solved, meaning that they may have never committed crime again. We also found that the introduction of Child Trust funds may have helped some young people access higher education and start businesses, but only if they were privileged. And polices on education focused on the younger generation, with no indication of how Blair's policy was going to help those in secondary schools. In conclusion, Tony Blair may have tried to help young people with finances, he harmed them more by labelling them as ‘criminals’ and ‘deviant,’ and this still has implications today. Thank you for listening. 
