Your definitions of “Art”

Art, to my understanding, is an expression of creativity wherein a version of the world, or things within the world are represented. There are multiple motivations behind the creation of artwork, such as narrative, functional, ceremonial, and more, that affect all aspects of the final result. 

I think art, broadly, is an expression of culture. It expresses the feelings, opinions, values, etc, of both the greater society and the individual who creates it. 

I believe that Art encompasses a number of creative activities, stimulated by expressions of emotion, imagination and skill, which ultimately trigger a reaction or an understanding.  Ancient Egyptian art takes this further by also ensuring or creating order in their world.

Art is a product of the world in which the artist is raised. A piece of art can have profound meaning or could be a throw away sketch, however it will always be a reflection of the artist. It is a product of generations of teachings and of the stylistic world of other art it is born into, and therefore it becomes part of the influencing world for later pieces of art. Sometimes iconography can be very useful in understanding artefacts, but without taking away from these uses, it is always art first.Top of Form

To me the definition of art as applicable to Ancient Egypt is, a craft used to build a narrative of reality that you want to portray, as well as decorate objects that have a practical use, done through sculpture, reliefs, writing, or painting. It is a skill learned and perfected over time, and even though art can be found in many different places and ways of expression, when it comes to ancient Egypt, it is mostly found in places owned and commissioned by the Elite, from stories of military prowess to depictions and tools needed for the afterlife.

"Art" as we in the western world would understand it was not a concept known to the ancient Egyptians. Art in AE is an all-encompassing craft by specialised creators that was created to ensure the survival of culture and ideals during and after life. 

I believe the idea of art is expression to put it simply. Whether it may be considered art accidentally or on purpose. And it is really about perspective as Art is opinion based in my understanding of it.

From my understanding, art in ancient Egypt was/is a way of shaping reality into the view of the culture, i.e, 'how things are/should be'

Art is the process of recreating something, conceptual or physical, from the world around you into a material form, and can be realistic, striving to truly copy something familiar or pre-existent, fantastical, or anywhere in between. Art appeals to stylistic sentiments differently according to the impression it intends to leave on the observer - for instance, chaos and personal distress in art often being visibly and stylistically more chaotic, likely using a physically darker colour palette, distinct from art suggesting order and clarity - as the clear-cut figures of Egyptian reliefs tend to.

Art, in the Ancient Egyptian context, is the aesthetic expression of Ma'at, which itself is the Egyptian epistemology distilled into a single concept. As such, art is the aestheticisation of the world as the Egyptians understood it.

Creating beauty in the mundane, making day-to-day life beautiful. Aesthetic functionality.

Although art its self is undefinable purely due to the difference art can have on. A person to person basis it is the pursuit of self-expression in its purest form.
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