	
	Targets
	Evidence

	Target 1
	More academic in your writing 
	I’ve reflected on my last assignment and looked at the notes. I’ve also read books that are relevant to the assignment, looked at their academic writing and made notes on how I can improve.

	Target 2 
	Try to support your key messages with research
	I looked into more legislation that were helpful to back up my research and observation.

	Target  3
	Provide a counter argument for recommendations or critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with 
	In this assignment I couldn’t be critical  but I did make recommendations that would be helpful to the school.




Start at my feet
Written Commentary 

This assignment will cover an observation that has taken place over the last couple of months in a Welsh Primary school which will be called  school  A for the purpose of this assignment. It has been observed how they offer different learning techniques to their children within their community. It will give an insight into how schools collaborate with their communities and the importance of these relationships. Hands (2005) states in order for our children to learn socially and emotional then there needs to be a strong correlation between community and schools which is core to a child’s attainment. Furthermore, it will integrate the twelve  pedagogical principles along with the four purposes which offers inspiration for the school to design their curriculum. It will also incorporate  how school A shows diversity and inclusivity within their teaching programme, and how they allow children to express their beliefs and identity to demonstrate fairness for all children.
For many community’s schools are the pinnacle part of their communities especially if they do not have a community centre. Schools are an important part to their local community and also make contributions that serve an important purpose. Wald and Castleberry (2000) comments schools can bring everyone together,  they can offer their own space and transform it into something that can provide support and guidance. School A offers school grounds to their community for numerous occasions throughout the year  such as dance clubs, brownies and other activities, which is great for local children and support them with their well-being. 
School A also works with their local food bank, the school encourages children and their parents/guardians to donate food throughout the year to also support their local Community in deprived areas. Macintyre (2022) states  in Wales it was highlighted in Covid 19 that children were not having access to healthy nutritional food. The Welsh Government introduced The Healthy Eating in Schools (Wales) 2009 Measure which offered children healthy meals.  This meant all fizzy drinks and sweets where removed from educational provisions. This supported young children from deprived areas to have access to healthy eating and all children in Wales could access free Breakfast clubs.   School A offers this service to ensure that all children within their school have a good start to their learning. Bandyopadhyay, Whiffen, Fry and Brophy (2023) state  within their quantitative and qualitative research paper which took place in Wales has shown that introducing breakfast can increase a child’s concentration and gain a positive outcome within education. It was reported in Estyn’s inspection report (2018) the average percentage of free school meals in School A was 6% and at the time the national average in Wales was 19%. However, in 2023 the Welsh Governments  page “My local School” demonstrated  the national  average has raised to now 23% and school A  average is now 8.4% this increase was due to communities needing the support through the pandemic.
 School A is located centrally to their community and often use the community as their classroom, to develop the children’s knowledge outside the classroom. Hoffman (2022) pointed out children who learn through their community have a sense of belonging which increases a child’s knowledge. Similarly  School A has strong links with their  community and their ethos is to strengthen relationships between school and families to increases every child’s learning opportunities outdoors. Subsequently ,  it was noted that school A children do not participate in forest schools in which this  promotes learning outdoors. It would be equally important to School A as this would give children a relationship with humans and non-humans and promote creativity  within their learning (Boileau,2022).  Muler et al (2022) express the opinion  forest schools helps to develop confidence and self-esteem through learning in an outdoor setting and through the children being hands on in nature. Muler et al (2022) emphasises further children would benefit  by exploring outdoor learning and  entwinning this into their learning. In Estyn’s (2011) reports they noticed a positive change in a child’s well-being and behaviour since doing outdoor learning. It was perceived that school A could use their local community park to utilize this into their outdoor learning. However, Harris (2018) points out  this does not necessarily need to be a forest it can be a park or a local beach  Furthermore, an example of this is, that  there is a local farm  near School A that holds world war two artefacts and information that would be a another way to teach,  that is practical and gets children out of the classroom to explore. According to Estyn (2021) report states  the recommendations for schools is to develop a child’s knowledge and for them to have an understanding about their local area and their Welsh surroundings. Furthermore, Neal and Palmer (2003) suggest that by the schools using their local area as a learning ground children are definitely learning more in depth about their area and their Welsh culture. 
It was evident that School A had a diverse culture within their school. It is was important to learn and celebrate different religions and beliefs so every child felt included and valued. School A invites individuals  from the community to talk about their different beliefs or religions, historically they have had a priest come in to talk about Christianity and a  parent who is of Hindu ethnicity  to come in at Diwali to talk about the festivities. The United Nation Convention on the Right of the Child (1989) states article 14 you have the right for your own religion, as long as your not stopping people from enjoying their rights. Ayling (2016) expresses there is no better moment than teaching equality and diversity in a classroom this allows children from a young age to know that  children are equal no matter of their protective characteristics such as race, sex, disability, gender or religious beliefs. It has been observed that school A has a close relationship  with their community it was identified  that it can have a huge influence on the children’s values and beliefs   that promotes positive education experience.
Bronfenbrenner (1994) ecological system suggests the interaction the children have with their immediate circle such as families and school  in the microsystem it has a great impact on a child behaviours . The Micro system is the closet circle to the child which consists of their immediate family, community or anyone who has the greatest impact on the child.  Mesosystem which happens when two of  the Microsystem come together in collaboration, if a child sees two parties in his microsystem working together they may be more wanting to succeed in school.  Teachers working in collaboration with the child’s families will allow teachers to understand their situation and experiences as this can impact on how a child achieves in school. 
Iqbal (2018) report it is well recognised that when children are  observed by  their parents/guardians and work in collaboration with their child and  are interested in their learning, and become involved, children performance increases. School A have a vast of resources and ideas that allows the parents to connect with teachers in order for parents to be more involved in the child’s  learning. In addition school A offers an app service which enables parents/guardians to link with their child’s teachers and observe their children’s learning. Can (2016) state  the new form of technology has motivated parents in engaging well with their child’s learning. This has increased better communication between parent and teacher in which parents are kept informed in regards to their child’s educational outcomes. However, there are parents that do not have access to technology and are not able to view the app. In addition, school A welcomes parents/guardians to set up a meeting with the child’s teacher at a time that is convenient for both parent/guardian and teacher to discuss their chid progress and offer strategies and support. School A website have links so parents/Guardians can view the areas of learning and what the school are trying to achieve in each subject. For example,  School A  expressive Arts page it states they want to help to develop their child's creative imagination. This can help parents/guardians bring learning into their home by providing unique ,fun and free materials to learn at home in a wide range of subjects that the child are learning in school while promoting the Welsh language. 
In addition, the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure (2011) is a legislation within Wales that does not let the Welsh language to be less favourable than English.  In addition School A follows these requirements and has devised a government page on their social media regarding the curriculum for Wales and the new four purposes. In addition, this way the parents/guardians can learn and read what schools across Wales are trying to achieve. In Estyn’s school inspection report (2018) it was reported that within School A there were no pupils who spoke Welsh at home. However, one of the recommendations in Estyn Report for School A was the  need to improve the schools Welsh speaking skills. The Welsh governments ambition is to have one million Welsh speakers by 2050, they want people in Wales to say more than two phrases (Welsh Government, 2017). Morgan (2021) argues  in order to reach the target of a million Welsh speaker by 2050  schools needs to make changes in how they teach Welsh to their pupils and that is looking at teachers and trainee in upskilling their Welsh learning in order for Wales to be a bilingual country. In addition it has been observed that school A website has a  page with easy Welsh phrases which can support not only the children but parent/guardians learning, especially if they are also not from a Welsh speaking background. 
 Learning Needs and Education Tribunal Act Wales 2018 offers a new framework for children with additional learning needs. School A was observed to follow the new legislation as this is being slowly introduced in schools in Wales which is closely linked with the Equality Act (2010) allowing all children with additional learning needs  to be given an opportunity  to reach their full potential while living with a disability. School A also have ALN review meetings with the parent’s/guardians where they review Individual Development Plan (IDP) which gets reviewed at least three times a year. Subsequently, this is co-produced with all individuals that know the child. In addition  this is an opportunity   to update and review the targets and goals for the child. The  child one page profile which  demonstrates a person-centred approach which identifies what is important to the child’s learning. This is a great opportunity for parents/guardians and teachers to discuss the child positively and what they like to see happening through the child’s educational journey. 
Pichere  and Cadiat (2015) suggest that Maslow’s hierarchy of need is that all individuals  has a hierarchy of needs. Pichere and Cadiat (2015) continue to report that Maslow’s theory argues that humans need to satisfy their basic biological needs,  within the five  tiers  system, but before they can meet higher level needs.  Maslow and Lewis (1987) suggests we must satisfy the bottom tier before we move up the pyramid. Maslow theory demonstrates that by a parent and guardian showing their child the needs in the pyramid their likely to feel relaxed in their environment and succeed. However, this theory can also transfer over to teachers in the classroom. In school A some of the children’s physiological needs were being met due to free school meals Wales. Burleson and Thoron (2014) conveys that It is difficult for teachers to meet all of the children physiological needs  in school. However, some can be met to help with prioritising  education by offering clear guidance and boundaries.   In addition, getting to the next level of Maslow hierarchy  School A  would sing songs of affirmation, and the children would have a sense of feeling safe in their school environment, this would enable children to express themselves and confide in their teachers if they felt there were issues at home. 
To sum up it is evident that the relationship between school and it’s communities are an important part of a children educational learning. Through observation  in School A it has taught students that schools thrive to have a close relationship with their communities and their families to promote better outcomes for young people.   It is apparent that children need to have the freedom to explore  their learning environment outdoors. Coward (2016) states that children learn by exploring and allowing them to be independent. This is how they develop and problem solve and will give them the tools when transitioning to adulthood. Through the essay it is important for children to learn through different cultures and languages and how culture plays a pivotal part to the school environment which encourages equality and diversity to all cultures.  In addition, it views the importance of laws and legislation that help shape the educational system future. Furthermore, the impact of theories and the close connections that one develops in their young lives and the importance of these connection to  support a child’s  well-being. It is evident through this commentary  that it does take a village to raise a child. 
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