The aim of this briefing paper is to inform practitioners of the policies and procedures of the rights of the child when going through a parental separation through The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The paper will also investigate other legislation regarding the rights of the child.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Social Services and Well-being Act (2014) states that we are to recognise and respect a child’s views, wishes and feelings. This briefing paper will provide legislation that supports the importance of the voice of the child. 





Article 5 – Governments should respect the rights and responsibilities of families to direct and guide their children so that, as they grow they learn to use their rights properly. 
· Children need very important time and consideration from adults, both parents or carers and practitioners. Their incredible vulnerability means that they depend highly on adults in their life and rely on them to teach them about their own rights.  (Mukherji and Dryden, 2014, p. 27) 
· Children being taught and having great knowledge of their own rights should be a top priority for all Governments. By this very important message it makes children aware of the standards they should expect for a good quality for life. For some it could quite simply teach them how lucky they are to lead the lives they live. However for many the teaching of children’s rights could be lifesaving. (Voicesofyouth.org, 2016) 
· The children’s commissioner for wales believes that the teaching of children’s rights to the child should be the main focus of what a schools planning and delivery is. All staff in settings should be fully aware of the UNCRC and understand the rights of the child to set a framework for the setting. As well as the embedding of children’s rights in educational settings, Children’s rights should be embedded from as soon as a child is able to understand from their primary carers.(Children’s commissioner for Wales 2017)
· These days local authorities support schools in having children’s “Rights Teams” in schools which allows a group of individual to promote children’s rights on a daily basis in schools. Carmarthenshire county council states:
We have a duty to make sure children and young people are safe, happy and healthy. We can do this by ensuring you know about your rights and how to access them. (Carmartheshire.gov.wales, 2018)
















Article 9 – Children should not be separated from their parents unless it is for their own good, for example if a parent is mistreating or neglecting a child. Children whose parents have separated have the right to stay in contact with both parents, unless this might hurt the child, 
· Parental separation is something that effected 2.6 million families in the UK in 2013-14. (Gov.uk, 2016) sometimes it has devastating effects for children and sometimes it has a positive outcome. Children that come from families that have not gone through a separation can sometimes have experiences that increase the risk of child poverty or having them seen a number of parental conflicts or violence  as where a child whose parents have separated may have better family experiences than a child whose family is intact. (Mooney and Oliver and Smith, 2009) This statement supports the UNCRC Article 9.
· Hepburn (2004) states that a child parents both mother and father play a vital role in setting the foundation for a child’s development by laying the foundation of their knowledge onto the child. 
· In the 21st century it is vital for both parent roles to be seen as vital. It is important for children to be able to see that the Dads can be the primary care givers and the mothers can be the ones to earn the household income. In cases where a child parents have split it is important that each parent shows this respect to one another and allows the child to have their say on how and when they wish to have contact. (Wilford, 2009, p.16) 
· The Welsh Government believes that it is “important that children in Wales are brought up in a secure, loving home.” As a result they offer a number of schemes to help children and their families such as Flying start AND Families First where the voice of the child is paramount in both. (Gov.Wales, 2018)

Article 12 – Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account. 
· The Welsh Government Suggests that having pupil voice in schools allows children to voice their opinions and have an effective role of guiding their own learning and wellbeing, (Welsh Government 2009) this statement strongly supports the UNCRC Article 12 – Voice of the child. 
· Estyn (2016) believes that by pupils having their say it can totally revolutionize the way that practitioners teach in Wales and can outline successful future priorities for the school. 
· The Education Act 2002 act states that schools are to have regard to any guidance offered by a child which may affect themselves. 
· The Montessori Theory of Development – Maria Montessori found some ground breaking discoveries when it comes to children’s development and children having their say about their learning. Montessori found that children thrived best when they were in safe and caring environments where the children could be able to say what they would like to do with their learning and would allow them to have a more hands-on learning approach. She also found that by the children having their own voice and peer assessing others work it also let the children learn more effectively. (citygardenschool.org, No date)
· Many settings implement Montessori’s theory as it supports pupil voice.
Article 13 – Children have the right to get and share information as long as the information is not damaging to them or to others. 
· Children should be able to express themselves in all kinds of ways, this could include their own personal voice, their writing or their feelings could be expressed through art. (cypcs.org.uk, No date) 
· Nutbrown (2006) refers to the Reggio Emilia approach when it comes to children’s expression. The approach has been changed and development for many generations to allow children to gain a better future. The pre-school pedagogy is strongly based on community and the children, emphasising the children to use multiple forms of expression to allow them to be powerful and successful learners. 
· Another form of expression and a major example for children in play. Bruce(2004) states:
Play feeds on real experience. It would be unethical to deprive children of normal experience on purpose, but there have been situations which demonstrate how lack of real experiences constrains the development of free-flow play with all its features. 
The welsh Government recognises Bruce’s work and The UNRCR and supports them in the Article “Wales – A play friendly Country. 


