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	NAME: Brychan Sior 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2222744

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

Title Question: Should youths involved in ASB be criminalised or de criminalised? Are police forces adapting and tackling young adults who are involved in Anti Social Behaviour and What is the impact these young adults are having on our local communities? 


Anti social behaviour has been on the rise for many years across specific areas within the UK and Wales. Many people believe that youths who are involved in anti social behaviour should be introduced to the judicial system at the very first involvement with police however some are of the opinion that young adults should not be criminalised as this will deter them in leading a normal life in their adulthood. 
This study will show the impact these young adults who are heavily involved in ASB on a daily basis and what impact their behaviour is having on local communities and members of the public. There is a grey area within policing on how young adults are dealt with criminally and a clear contrast on people’s views on how young adults should be dealt with by police. 

With anti social behaviour on the rise in many hot spots which are ruining local communities and destroying the relationship between the local communities and the police, the government have began to introduce many operations for local policing to tackle this issue, namely operation Lumley which has been funded by the government for high visibility patrols to deter youths. Despite ASB sometimes deemed as a low level crime, the repeat offenders in repeated areas can cause a long term affect on many aspects of a community such as a strain on resources, financial loss of local businesses due to people of the community fearing and decrease of trust from the local community with police. According to (GOV.UK, 2023), 36% of people who reported ASB had avoided certain places in their community and 24% were in fear of leaving their homes. This shows the foundations of the current state of how ASB is tackled and that there is a lack of at
clear strategies to regain the trust between local communities and the police. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Within my research I will seek to create and outsource a questionnaire to staff members of GWP and members of the community who are most affected by ASB. The questions will focus and target the following points:

1) Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities 
2) Explore the relationship between the police and the communities in where these young adults are involved in ASB and gather opinions of these communities on how it can be policed
3) Decipher what forces are currently doing at present to tackle this issue 
4) Gather ideas of new techniques and strategies to police forces which can help deter criminal activity in local communities



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem


There are several key literature sources that I have deciphered and deemed as useful ranging from government reports which outline statistics and crime rates to textbooks and journals who provide a split opinion on tackling ASB. One book which I have taken an intyrest to and has assisted me is (Heap,2016a) who demonstrates and shows that although asb can be deemed as a low level crime, due to it’s repetitiveness it can have a longer lasting affect on the victim due to the constant victimisation. In addition to this it shows how constant contact between the victim and the offender and how this can lead to further crimes and have a more detrimental affect due to ASB mainly occurring in repeat areas of where the victim resides. 

The rise in ASB in local areas and its increase in severity has impacted not only local police but local communities also with some local businesses resulting in financial losses due to fear in individuals in local communities. ASB can cause a domino affect of issues such a strain in resources which leads do distrust from the community increase of stress on public sectors. ASB can also be deciphered as both positive and negative. (GOV.UK, 2023) states that anti social behaviour can have a positive affect on local communities forcing them to work together and to help build foundations within their local community. Although general anti social behaviour can have detrimental affects on communities, on some occasions this can help re build broken relationships within targeted areas and bring a feeling of togetherness. (Moffitt, 1993) states that a child’s first five years within the house hold can lead them in to being involved in ASB or leading difficulties in a normal life. This shows that sometimes youths do not chose to be involved in ASB but are raised to believing that their behaviour is acceptable and is deemed as normal. 

Although there has been some research done in to new and innovative ways of deterring ASB such as government operations and fundings of high visibility patrols. There is a clear lack of communication between local authorities and young adults who are involved in ASB. It is unclear if these government funded operations are the correct way of tackling asb and if these young adults should be criminalised or not. There is a gap and a sour relationship between local authorities and these youths, however regaining and re building the trust from these young adults who cause asb could help eradicate anti social behaviour as a whole. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will be aiming to hand out and conduct a questionnaire which targets the objectives I have set out above. The questionnaire itself will offer anonymity for members who choose to give their view and pinions and will allow me to gather first hand information from my tailored questions. 

The questionnaire will be handed out using an online service which will allow all answers to be collected and directed back to me as the author. The questionnaire will be fully optional and will allow users to retract at any given time. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
There will be a range of 10-15 questions in my survey. I will aim to target staff members in Gwent police and also staff members who are specialized in the target group of my question. 

In addition to this I will also consider allowing members of the public to participate in the survey to gather first hand and direct opinions. This will allow me to gather a plethora of different views and opinions regarding my chosen topic. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
My questionnaire will allow all participants to chose their anonymity as there will be a notification at the beginning of the survey which will inform the user of this. There will be no time limit on the questionnaire to allow the user to complete and provide their opinion freely without any time scale so they can give their full opinion. The questionnaire will be fully anonymous to prevent any users from being affected from their given answers. 

All answers will be tailored by myself to assist with the objective I have set out and to also contain its anonymity. As the questionnaire will be completed usin an online service this yet again helps keep all users anonymous to both myself and any person that can access and complete the survey.

I will also include a notice at the beginning and start of my survey should the user feel the need to withdraw and I will also include support to the user should they feel that they need or want to retract any given answers. I will provide direct contact details to myself as the author of the questionnaire. 

	TIME SCALE:


The time scale for my research is as follows:


Literature review 
Due: 5/5/2025

Research and Data gathering
Due: 16/6/2025

Analysis of data 
Due: 4/8/2025

Write up collected data 
Due: 8/9/2025

Final draft submission 
Due: 10/10/2025
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