Session 9 booklet – The Grotesque: the Golden House and its Influence on Renaissance Art
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In this workshop of this session we will explore how surviving artistic representations in the Domus Aurea of Nero influenced artistic developments in the renaissance period. I have given some images below which you should consider in conjunction with the following questions: 

Questions:
1) What do you make of the mythological scenes being represented in the panels? Do they appear to be easily identifiable with known mythological stories? 

2) What mythological or monstrous creatures can you identify? 

3) What do you make of the colour scheme (that survives)? 

4) What do you make of the ornamental frames and figures/creatures within them? Why do you think they proved more fascinating to Renaissance artists?

5) Examining the Renaissance artistic productions, do you think it is more a case of close emulation or lose adaptation?

Modern Scholarship (optional reading):
Squire, M. (2013) ‘“Fantasies so Varied and Bizarre”: The Domus Aurea, the Renaissance, and the “Grotesque”’, in A Companion to the Neronian Age, Buckley, E. and Dinter, M. T. (eds.), Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell: 444-464.

Artwork from the Domus Aurea

The Hall of Achilles on Skyros
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[image: Image result for The Hall of Achilles on Skyros Domus Aurea]


The Hall of Hector and Andromache
[image: Image result for The Hall of Hector and Andromache]
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Fresco from Golden House, birth of Adonis
[image: C:\Users\Matt\Downloads\117710.jpg]

Central octagonal of vault mosaic, room 13, Domus Aurea
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Fragment of a wall painting from the Domus Aurea, Greek style caryatid
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Monstrous / mythological creatures
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Room of the Golden Vault
[image: Image result for Room of the Golden Vault]
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Celling Fresco
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“Grotesques” 
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[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-kn-7eWptG_k/TQ9Oo6ZUCuI/AAAAAAAAPpE/it8uyNKu0-E/s400/domus%252520aurea%252520fresco%252520detail.jpg]

Comparative examples of “grotesques” from elsewhere in the Roman Empire
Roman mosaic. Border with half-figure and grotesque head from the Baths of Trajan, Acholla, early 2nd century CE. Bardo Museum, Tunis
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/-SKEom5fMEyM/ThhB3SBMmoI/AAAAAAAASlg/-jgMM_65O6I/s400/Acholla.jpg]

Roman mosaic from Carthage, Tunisia. Bardo Museum, Tunis
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/-hVt4WTxCe-8/ThhBLsAN5UI/AAAAAAAASlU/z6wSSeg2d2w/s400/carthage_mosaic.jpg]















Walls and ceilings in the Domus Aurea
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Murals/frescos from the Domus Transitoria
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Art from the Renaissance
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[image: Image result for Luca Signorelli Cappella Nuova Orvieto cathedral]
Luca Signorelli, details from Cappella Nuova, Orvieto cathedral, c. 1499-1504

[image: Image result for Loggetta of cardinal bibbiena]
Raphael and Giovanni da Udine, Loggetta of Cardinal Bibbiena, c. 1516
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