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The Persian role in the Peloponnesian war. 
The goal of this essay, is to explain and analyse the Persian influence in the Peloponnesian war, and how their contribution to the war affected the political state of Greece for centuries after the conflict. I hope to gain a broader understanding of their influence at the time, and the powers that they held over rival nations. For example, when discussing treaties with the Spartans, the Persian’s had considerable power to make demands to their specifications, and although the Spartans could ask for some amendments, the Persians ultimately held the power.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Rickard, J (2011)] 

The great Peloponnesian war, was a conflict that took place between two Greek city-states of Athens and Sparta. The war itself lasted from 431 BCE, and concluded in 404 BCE, when Athens surrendered to Sparta.
The main influence the Persian empire had had in the Peloponnesian war was when they made an alliance with Sparta and the rest of the Peloponnesian league: Thebes and Corinth. The aim was to dissolve the Delian league, which was a collection of Athenian states under the rule of the Athenian empire.[footnoteRef:2] After having a series of conflicts with Athens during the first part of the Peloponnesian war, called the Archidamian War, at the end of which Athens came close to a victory;[footnoteRef:3] the Spartans went to the Persian empire for aid, where they created a series of three treaties.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Lotha,G. (2006)]  [3:  Lendering, J. (2005)]  [4:  Ancient author. (2005).] 

The first treaty, created in 412 BCE, stated that Sparta would have to surrender all of Greece that lay outside the Peloponnese. The spartan leaders couldn’t except these terms, as they had started the war as a way to liberate Greece, so instead they simply made the treaty a secret, and sent Therimenes to ask for a revision of the treaties requirements.[footnoteRef:5]
The second and revised treaty was created in the winter of 412 BCE - 411BCE, and had been adjusted, it now stated that the Persians would pay any spartan troops who resided in Asia, as well as expressing that both sides would respect the property of the other, and no intentional damage would be inflicted.[footnoteRef:6] However there was not much of an improvement for the Spartans in one quite blatant aspect, “The Persian negotiators obtained a guarantee that Sparta would not found an empire”.[footnoteRef:7]
The Third and final treaty was created in the spring of 411BCE. Some points in the treaty were the same as the original scripture “the country of the king shall be the king’s”, this indeed indicates that the Persians were using this opportunity to their own design.[footnoteRef:8] [5:   Ancient author. (2005).]  [6:  Ancient author. (2005).]  [7:  Anon. (2005)]  [8:   Ancient author. (2005)] 

The Persians however did promise to send a fleet, all though the Spartans gave up all claims for the freedom of any Greek settlements in Asia.[footnoteRef:9] The promise of Persian gold resulted in Athens former allies uniting with Sparta, seeing it as “Sparta being the right horse to back, and the depredations of the Delian league had left a bitter taste in Persian mouths”.[footnoteRef:10] The end for Athens finally arrived in 405 BCE, when their naval fleet was destroyed by the Spartan’s own at Aegospotami, which had been built with a great amount of aid of the Persian empire, sealing the Athenian empire’s fate, as in the next year, of 404 BCE, after being starved in their own city state, the Athenians finally surrendered. [9:  Ancient author. (2005) ]  [10:  Roberts. J. (2017)] 

The after math of the Athenian surrender to Sparta was rather chaotic, for a small length of time, Athens was ruled by a group called “the thirty tyrants”, and democracy had seemingly become a thing of the past. At the time this was just a short term impulsive move by Sparta, and merely a year later, in 403 BCE, the oligarchical rule was overthrown, and democracy was re-introduced, by Thrasybulus.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Bury, J. B; Russell, M (1956)] 

It is argued that the impact of the Persian aid was tremendous, and that this defeat of the great Athenian empire and the final dissolution of the Delian league was greatly due to the wealth gained from the Persian empire; as with their help the Spartan’s were finally able to build the navy they needed to defeat the infamous Athenian fleet. Trying to build and upkeep a naval war fleet would be an immense financial burden on any Greek city state, especially in the midst of a near 30 year long war. They used their new efficiency on water as a way to cut off Athenian trade routes, cutting off their last food supplies, and sieging the city for a year before they finally collapsed.
The Persian funding meant that each time the Spartans were able to rebuild their fleet afresh. 
The change in the balance of prowess on the open sea became apparent in the winter of 412 BCE -411 BCE, when the Spartans achieved a naval victory over the Athenian fleet off Cnidus.[footnoteRef:12] However the Athenian naval skill is still immense, and superior tactics and experienced commanders crushed the Sparta fleet three times, at Kynossema, in 410 BCE, once again in Kyzikos in 409 BCE and then finally a year before they become cornered, at Arginousai in 406 BCE.[footnoteRef:13]
The Spartans final naval victory over Athens was in Aegospotami in 405 BCE, the Spartans crushed the remainder of the Athenian fleet. The various conflicts and sieges had drained Athens of its wealth, and it had no ability to rebuild their ships. Their fate had been sealed. [12:  Rickard. J (2011)]  [13:  Anon. (2016)] 

After the defeat of Athens, rather than destroying Athens and enslaving all its citizens, the Spartans refused to destroy the city that had once saved them from tremendous danger, and instead adopted Athens into their own system. “Athens was to have the same ‘friends and allies as Sparta’” [footnoteRef:14] [14:   Xenophon. (404/3 BCE)] 

It is clear, that after a close analysis, the Persian role in the Peloponnesian war, would have been one of the major contributing factors to the out come of the battle, if not the biggest. The Persian wealth allowed Sparta to free Greece from the oppression of the Athenian empire, and as a result, in the years after the war Sparta became the ruling empire of Greece. Which it soon discovered is not with out its disadvantages, Persia defeated the spartan fleet and very suddenly, almost a quarter of a century after the end of the Peloponnesian war, Athens started to rebuild their navy. The impact that one very strained alliance can make is incredible, and it is surprising to see that two such different nations, can come together in the face of a common enemy.
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