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Title
A scoping Review of Personality Disorder in Young Girls: Identifying Themes Using Aveyard`s Simplified Thematic Analysis 

Background and Rational
Personality disorder (PDs) are complex mental health condition characterised by  enduring patterns of emotional and interpersonal dysfunction that can significantly impair psychological and social functioning in young girls, emerging personality disorder traits particularly those associated with borderline personality disorder (BPD) may become evident during adolescence through emotional dysregulation, impulsivity and self-harming behaviours ( Fonagy et al,,2017). Within the UK health and social care context, diagnosing PDs in young people has historically been contentious due to developmental factors and concerns regarding stigma. However, contemporary research increasingly supports early identification to facilitate timely effective intervention (Kaess et al,2014).
The literature surrounding personality disorder in young population remains fragmented there is an ongoing debate about early diagnosis due to concern regarding stigma, developmental appropriateness and potential harm of labelling young people (Fonagy et al,2017).Furthermore gender differences in emotional expression and help seeking behaviours may influence how symptoms present and are interpreted in girls(Dudley et al.2021) .A scoping review is therefore appropriate to map the breadth of available research identify key themes and highlight gaps in knowledge surrounding early identification and intervention.
Research Aims and Objectives
The primary aim is to map existing research on personality disorder in young girls using a scoping review approach this will, 
1, Identify and categorise key themes within the literature 
2, Explore how personality disorders are conceptualised in young female populations 
3, Identify gaps to inform future research and early intervention strategies.
Methodology 
Research Question 
What key themes are identified in peer-reviewed literature regarding personality disorders in young girls 
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 
Inclusion
· Peer-reviewed studies published in English within the last 10 years ‘
· Research focusing on personality disorder or traits in females under 18 
· Studies examining risk factors, lived experiences or interventions   
Exclusions 
· Non-peer –reviewed sources
· Studied focusing Soley on adults
· Research unrelated to personality pathology 
Data collection and Analysis 
A systematic search will be conducted in database including UWSTD Library ,PubMed and Google scholar using keywords such as “personality disorder” “adolescents' girls" and “borderline traits " A scoping review framework informed by Arksey & O`Malley (2005) will guide the process, Aveyard`s simplified thematic analysis will be used involving familiarisation will selected studies ,coding recurring findings, grouping codes into broader themes and synthesising results into thematic overview (Aveyard 2014).   
Expected Outcome 
The review will produce a thematic map of personality disorder in young girls, improving understanding of early presentation and identifying areas requiring further research and clinical attention.

Ethical considerations 
As this study involves secondary analysis of published literature, ethical approval is not required, ethical integrity will be maintained through accurate referencing, transparency and avoidance of plagiarism.  
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