


The manuscript chosen is called
 Genealogiȩ deorum gentilium : ad Vgonem inclytum Hierusalẽ & Cypri regem secundum Iohannem Boccatiũ de Certaldo liber primus incipit feliciter.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Boccaccio, G., Phillips Thomas, & Wendelin. (1472). Genealogiȩ deorum gentilium : ad Vgonem inclytum Hierusalẽ & Cypri regem secundum Iohannem Boccatiũ de Certaldo liber primus incipit feliciter. Vindelinus de Spira.] 

The copy of the manuscript that I am transcribing is held in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives at the Lampeter Campus of University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s, within this collection the book has the code ‘INC 13/14’. This book is about both Greek and Roman Gods and their intricate histories, as the title suggests. This manuscript was written by Giovanni Boccacio who was an Italian poet and scholar.[footnoteRef:2] Boccaccio was also a humanist; this book is a key humanist piece of work as it looks back to antiquity and attempts to relate it to contemporary issues.[footnoteRef:3]  This book was very important and recognised by many other scholars and critics and has been the subject of many reviews. This book also referenced ideas from ancient texts as well as contemporary texts. The Genealogie was [2:  Bosco, Umberto. "Giovanni Boccaccio". Encyclopedia Britannica, 1 Jan. 2026, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Giovanni-Boccaccio. Accessed 2 February 2026.]  [3:  King, M. L. (Ed.). (2014). Renaissance humanism : an anthology of sources. Hackett Publishing Company, Inc.] 

recognized in Boccaccio's own time and in the century that followed its completion as Boccaccio's major contribution to the study of antiquity that dominated fifteenth-century Italy.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Lummus, David. “Boccaccio’s Poetic Anthropology: Allegories of History in the ‘Genealogie Deorum Gentilium Libri.’” Speculum, vol. 87, no. 3, 2012, pp. 724–65. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/23488496. Accessed 9 Feb. 2026.] 

Within this manuscript there is not a traditional title page, instead the title is written on the first page of the first chapter after what appears to be the introduction. On this page, there is also an illustration of an ‘S' in gold lettering on a red and blue background within a stamp shaped space that also has illustrations of white and black lines. There is an illustration like this for the first letter of each chapter throughout the book. This book has a colophon at the end of the book which describes when and where it was printed, this states:
Jo.Boccatii uiri clariffimi de montibus:filuis:fontibus:lacubus:ffagnis feu paludibus: & de diuerfis nomibus maris opus diligentiflime ireffun finit. Venetiis Idus Ian,c c c c .lxxiii[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Boccaccio, G., Phillips Thomas, & Wendelin. (1472). Genealogiȩ deorum gentilium : ad Vgonem inclytum Hierusalẽ & Cypri regem secundum Iohannem Boccatiũ de Certaldo liber primus incipit feliciter. Vindelinus de Spira.] 

This appears to detail when and where this book was finished and who it written by, but it does not appear to say who printed this manuscript. According to a description of this book, it was printed in Venice in 1472 by Vendelinus de Spier.[footnoteRef:6] Vendelinus de Spier was a printer alongside his brother Johanes and they opened the first press in Venice.[footnoteRef:7] They used a clear and legible typeface that represented another step toward the contemporary Roman type. This book also appears to have an introduction or preface, which may explain what this book discusses. The leaves in the introduction do not have signatures, this may have been a common practice for printers at the time, or this may be an error that the printer has made. [6:  Boccaccio, G., Phillips Thomas, & Wendelin. (1472). Genealogiȩ deorum gentilium : ad Vgonem inclytum Hierusalẽ & Cypri regem secundum Iohannem Boccatiũ de Certaldo liber primus incipit feliciter. Vindelinus de Spira.]  [7:  Kostylo, J. (2008) ‘Commentary on Johannes of Speyer's Venetian monopoly (1469)', in Primary Sources on Copyright (1450-1900), eds L. Bently & M. Kretschmer, www.copyrighthistory.org] 

The format of this book does not appear to be consistent throughout; however, it is most likely that this is due to pages missing or page markings fading or being torn. It seems as if this book follows an Octavo format. The collation of this book appears to be four marked pages and then four unmarked pages (e.g a, a2, a3, a4, blank, blank, blank, blank), or possibly five marked and then five unmarked, as it appears to vary throughout the book. This book’s pagination style appears to be labelled by chapter as there are numbers at the top of most pages that correspond to the chapter (e.g I, II, III). 
I am unable to determine the complete collation code or a complete statement of signing for this manuscript due to the number of missing signatures on the pages and possible missing pages, and the variation between the chapters.
In this manuscript there are a selection of illustrations that appear to be family trees, this would make sense as the book concerns ‘genealogie'. In the modern era, genealogy is the study of families and is understood through focusing on familial lineage. At the top of each of these trees is a large circle (that represents the first recorded ancestor), in which is written the name of a divinity, from which a stem expands into other lesser circles (that represent the descendants), this is then repeated as many times as necessary and the line continues to expand each generation. There is a name at the centre of each circle on these trees as this is how the descendants would be identified. These family trees are incredibly intricate and detail the supposed descendants of different Gods. These were incredibly important at the time as it is suggested that 
Boccaccio's trees are the earliest secular genealogical trees properly so called: that is to say, the first non-biblical genealogical charts in which stems, branches, and leaves appear...[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Wilkins, Ernest H. “The Genealogy of the Genealogical Trees of the ‘Genealogia Deorum.’” Modern Philology, vol. 23, no. 1, 1925, pp. 61–65. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/433851. Accessed 9 Feb. 2026.] 

therefore, this book is key to this history of genealogy. These trees are essential to the book, as they were a way for Boccaccio to illustrate his ideas. Within this book, Boccaccio uses genealogy to ‘reunite the mythical pantheon’.[footnoteRef:9] Boccaccio is praised for recognising that mythology lies at the heart of classical literature.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Hyde, Thomas. “Boccaccio: The Genealogies of Myth.” PMLA, vol. 100, no. 5, 1985, pp. 737–45. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/462094. Accessed 9 Feb. 2026.]  [10:  King, M. L. (Ed.). (2014). Renaissance humanism: an anthology of sources (pp. xxiii, 352 pages ;). Hackett Publishing Company Inc.] 

This book was printed in the era known as  ‘incunabula' or the ‘cradle of printing' which was from 1450 to 1500, this was the first 50 years after the invention of the moveable type printing in Europe in 1450.[footnoteRef:11] The Gutenberg invention of the printing press in the fifteenth century marked the beginning of a new era of history in terms of the production of texts.[footnoteRef:12] Before printing was invented, manuscripts would be made through someone having to handwrite the text and then to make more copies, someone would transcribe the original work, this meant that producing manuscripts would take a long time.[footnoteRef:13] This invention was key to historians as it made it easier to record events and share information about the past. It was also key to distributing ideas that led to the development of society, this included movements such as Humanism and the Enlightenment. There were many humanist writers who had developed manuscripts; however, the printing press allowed them to reproduce their works much faster which furthered the spread of these ideas across Europe and the rest of the world. This was important for humanist writers such as Marsilio Ficino, Giovanni Pico Della Mirandola and Rene Descartes as it allowed them to share their ideas with contemporaries on a much larger scale. Cities with printing presses derived many benefits from having them for example, the cost of information would be lower as transport of the presses and the books was a timely and costly endeavour at this point in history due to the size, weight and sensitivity to damp.[footnoteRef:14] This was especially evident in Venice and this played a key role in the development of Venice as an educational hub. Overall, the printing press was a key invention that marked a significant point in history. [11:  Unwin, George, Tucker, David H., Unwin, Philip Soundy. “history of publishing”. Encyclopedia Britannica, 16 Jan. 2026, https://www.britannica.com/topic/publishing. Accessed 2 February 2026.]  [12:  Brenni, V. J. (1984). The art and history of book printing : a topical bibliography. Greenwood Press.]  [13:  Twyman, M. (1999). The British Library guide to printing : history and techniques. University of Toronto Press]  [14:  Dittmar, Jeremiah E. “INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND ECONOMIC CHANGE: THE IMPACT OF THE PRINTING PRESS.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, vol. 126, no. 3, 2011, pp. 1133–72. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/23015698. Accessed 7 Feb. 2026.] 
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