Hello my name is Elizabeth or Ellie for short, My student number is 2308039. 
In this video I will be discussing the benefits of bilingualism and multilingualism, Welsh as an additional language, brain development and divergent thinking.
Bilingualism and multilingualism have numerous advantages for children. One of these benefits are enhancing cognitive skills. Bilingual children is a child that speaks 2 languages often outperform monolinguals which is a person who only uses one language in reading and writing abilities and also tend to be more successful in learning additional languages (Cambridge University, 2019). Bilingual is also associated with enhanced mental flexibility, which contributes to better problem-solving skills and adaptability.
Executive function. Bilingual exhibit better executive function, which includes skills like inhibitory control and mental flexibility. These cognitive abilities play a crucial role in language use and contribute to the cognitive advantages observed in bilingual individuals (BBC Future, 2024).
Bilinguals have the opportunity to be immersed in two cultures, which fosters biculturalism. They can act as mediators between cultures, both within their families and in larger society. (Cambridge University, 2019). Speaking multiple languages opens up diverse and interesting work and travel opportunities later in life. Improved language skills contribute to better results in other academic subjects. (Raisingchildren.net.ac, NoDate) Bilingualism also allows children to communicate with extended family members and within their community. It proves a sense of security in their cultural identity and belonging.
In summary, raising bilingual or multilingual children not only enriches their linguistic abilities but also enhances their cognitive, cultural and social experiences. It is a wonderful opportunity that can positively impact their lives. The Welsh language is a good example of an additional language. It has many advantages especially when living in Wales, although there are other countries that use the Welsh language. It can help with the employment status and improve the culture knowledge of Wales. (NorthWalesLive,2022). 
Learning a second language such as Welsh can impress family and friends especially if you are able to say the longest place name in Wales. Can you say it?
Llanfair Pwllgwyngyll goreych chwyndrobwll llantysilio go go goch, which in English translates to The Church of Mary in the Hollow of the White Hazel near the Fierce Whirlpool and the Church of Tysilio by the Red Cave.
Child development Is a complex process that occurs in several stages. According to Jean Piaget’s Theory (SpeechBlubs,NoDate) the stages are-
Sensorimotor stage- Birth to 2 years-
This stage consists of the children learning through exploring and their senses. They will rely on their 5 senses and Trial-and-error- learning. The child will also begin to understand their direct actions can cause a change in environment for example, if the child drops or bangs a sippy cup full of milk on the floor, it may cause a milk leak on the floor and so on. At this stage they should begin to learn basic movements such as listening, sucking, grasping and more. (SpeechBlubs, NoDate)(Verywellmind,2023)
The Pre operational stage- Ages 2-7-
The base of language development may have already been laid in the previous stage although the preoperational stage is one of the major hallmarks of language. (VeryWellMind,2023) In this stage the child should begin to use words and pictures to learn and represent objects. They should also start to play alongside each other but not with each other. Children learn different skills early on in this stage such as a skill of symbolic representation which means that a word or object can mean something else. For example a child may play with a cardboard box and think it’s a ‘house’ or use a banana as a ‘phone’.(AussieChildcareNetwork,2022) and (VeryWellMind,2023).
Concrete operational stage- Ages 7-11-
There are a few major characteristics in this stage, for example, children will start to understand that things may start looking a bit different but certain properties stay the same. The child may also become less egocentric and start to think about how others may be thinking or feeling. Piaget mentioned that (Simplypsychology,2024) the concrete stage is a major turning point in the child’s cognitive development because it marks the beginning of logical or operational thought.
This way the child can work things out in their head and not trying things out in the real world.(SpeechBlubs,NoDate) 
The last stage of development is the Formal Operational Stage of Cognitive development- Ages 12 and up-
At this point young adults become more capable of seeing more solutions to problems and think more scientifically  about the world around them. They will also begin to make conclusions based on information such as, identifying between different dogs and breeds instead of putting them all into one general category of ‘dogs’. (Parentingforbrain,2024)
Children may progress through these stages at different paces but according to piaget they are always  completed in order. 
Another related topic is divergent  thinking. Divergent thinking is a cognitive or thought process characterized by the generation of multiple, ideas in response to a single problem or stimulus and diverse solutions. It involves exploring a wide range of possible alternatives, thinking creatively to generate novel and original ideas and considering various perspectives.(ScienceDirect,2011)
Key characteristics of divergent thinking includes flexibility, fluency, originality, openness to experience and elaboration. Divergent thinking is often contrasted with convergent thinking, which involves narrowing down options to find a single correct solution to a problem. While convergent thinking is crucial for tasks with clear criteria or correct answers, divergent thinking is essential for creative problem-solving, innovation and generating original ideas. It is a key component of creativity and is valued in various fields, including art, design, sciences and business.
Divergent thinking is tested by asking more open-ended questions such as ‘How…?’ or ‘Why…?’ It also encourages children or students to diverge and find as many answers as you can to the question, instead of children who convergent think where they must give one correct answer. (ScienceDirect,2011)
Research suggest that when a child is able to speak more than one language, they receive higher results in divergent thinking tests.(Baker,2006,pp.130) 


Hope you enjoyed, thank you for listening.
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