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This essay will critically evaluate the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the killing of George Floyd. This is achieved through this essay by looking at what happened before, during, and after the killing of George Floyd. A look into the lives of who was affected by this and what actions were taken by groups such as the Black Lives Matter Movement (Black Lives Matter, 2023) in response, alongside why this happened in the first place, how it can be prevented in the future as well who took advantage during the George Floyd protests and riots where at the start tens of thousands of people took to the streets of America for protests and some ended up having violent interactions with the police force (Stevenson, 2020). To evaluate the rise of Black Lives, Matter specifically after the death of George Floyd this essay will first look into what the Black Lives Matter movement is and what occurred in the case of George Floyd. 
Alicia Garza who is a co-founder of the Black Lives Matter movement along with Patrisse Cullors and Opal Tometti (Hobson, 2016) started the Black Lives Matter movement in 2013 because of the death of Trayvon Martin who was fatally shot by George Zimmerman, and in court the Justice Department found insufficient evidence against Zimmerman to pursue any civil charges (Office of Public Affairs, 2015), which suggests why another reason these individuals started this movement is said to be due to the ‘World where black lives are systematically and intentionally targeted for demise’ (Hobson, 2016). As stated by the Black Lives Matter movement themselves the goals of this powerful movement is to eradicate white supremacy and build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on Black communities by the state and vigilantes (Black Lives Matter, 2024). 
The statements made by the Black Lives Matter movement regarding black lives being intentionally targeted for demise (Hobson, 2016), is something they truly believe, and therefore basing it as one of the main reasons they started this movement. They also say they want to get rid of White Supremacy, these two statements made although may be unbelievable to some aren’t untrue being supported by the fact that black households out of all ethnic groups were most likely to have a weekly income under £600 (Home Office, 2022). Alongside this in the USA in 2019 the comparison of arrests made by police regarding race is said to be 69.4% white and 26.6% black (FBI, 2019), and although this shows that white people have more interactions with the police and are arrested more within the USA out of 999 individuals shot and killed by the police in 2019, 424 were white, 251 were black and 114 were unknown (Statista, 2023). These statistics alone raise questions about whether the black community is targeted due to white individuals being involved in 69.4% of arrests with an estimated 42% of deaths due to shooting by police, compared to the black percentage being involved in 26.6% of arrests and an estimated 25% of deaths by police shooting, therefore suggesting that in 2019 nearly in every 1% of black individuals arrested one black individual was shot dead.
An extremely significant death at the hands of the police force was that of George Floyd from the black community who was shown through the multitude of videos shared online of his death, begging for his life because he was struggling to breathe due to Officer Derek Chauvin digging his knee into his neck for 8 minutes and 46 seconds while 3 other police officers were holding him or standing by (Dreyer et al. 2020). The reason the police were involved with George Floyd in the first place was because he had been accused of paying with a counterfeit $20 bill which is a non-violent crime to start with (Dreyer et al. 2020), so such a physical response was already unreasonable and unneeded. However, this response makes more sense when the officer who killed George Floyd, Derek Chauvin has had 17 misconduct complaints, some involving battery over the past 20 years, and instead of serious punishment or being fired, he only received only 2 letters of reprimand (Dreyer et al. 2020). Showing a failure in the policing system in person and within their ranks.
The death of George Floyd on May 25th, 2020 sparked worldwide anger online and in person. According to Roudabeh Kishi and Sam Jones (2020), there were 7,750 demonstrations linked to the BLM movement across more than 2,440 locations between 26 May the day after George's death and 22 August in the US alone. However, protests in support of Black Lives Matter were happening worldwide, and in the UK, hundreds gathered in front of the US embassy to show their ongoing support (House of Lords Library, 2021). On the Black Lives Matter Impact Report (2020) it is stated that in the second half of 2020, the Black Lives Matter website received 24 million different people visit their page (Black Lives Matter, 2021), showing a dramatic increase in interest in not just the movement but also what they stand for due to internet in their website which is where most would find that information after the death of George Floyd. 
For months the internet and world were involved in the Black Lives Matter movement this included merchandise sold by the Black Lives Matter movement themselves as well as knock-off merchandise, as the hashtag was used all over social media platforms such as Twitter and Instagram with the Black Lives Matter hashtag used on average of just under 3.7 million times per day from May 26 to June 7 (Anderson et al. 2020) and this is just the start of the Black Lives Matter rise in relevance. The rise in popularity of the Black Lives Movement brought forward positive change with those who wanted their voices to be heard could express themselves and fight back against what they believed to be wrong such as the oppression of black or ethnic minorities and to make sure the deaths of individuals like Eric Gardner and George Floyd doesn’t repeat itself (Stanford Libraries, 2020). However, this rise in large groups taking to the streets also let debates internally and online brew with some individuals on Twitter labelling the activists as terrorists (Klein, 2022).
The insurgence of the public on the streets against police brutality and injustice has brought an increased awareness of what the criminal justice system is doing wrong across the world, and in the case of the Black Lives Matter movement highlighting the injustices against black and ethnic communities. This could be shown through the Grenfell Tower tragedy where immigrants and asylum seekers were allowed to live in a 24-storey building that was owned by the local council and was found to be lacking in smoke alarms, sprinkler systems, and multiple escape routes, clearly showing a lack of care within one of the wealthiest boroughs in London (Danewid, 2020). The support behind the Black Lives Matter movement and seeing what happened to George Floyd led to the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021 was introduced in the United States which increases accountability for law enforcement misconduct, restricts the use of certain policing practices, enhances transparency and data collection, and establishes best practices and training requirements (Congress, 2021). This act will be seen as a success by the general public who supported the Black Lives Matter movement because not only did the movement profit due to this because it showed that change could be made to the system that according to Alicia Garza intentionally targets the black community for demise, and alongside this police officers would find it harder to get away with committing any crimes against individuals or there being any discrimination going on that the police can hide. 
The police and government not just in the US but worldwide came under massive pressure to change due to the case of George Floyd and the support the Black Lives Matter movement had, as well as new laws and legislation were introduced to help them gain back some trust such as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 2021 (Congress, 2021).  With this change it shows that these oppressed groups such as the black community can join together and make a difference without being silenced by the government, this will also show that these groups that they believe are targeting them will change and hopefully continue to do so. 
However, the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement raised questions such as why the movement only just came back into popularity with the death of George Floyd since the like of Eric Garner whose death was also put in an illegal chokehold in an attempt to arrest him, in this case the white police officer was not indicted and it took another five years for the police department to fire him (Stanford Libraries, 2020). This could be due to the ‘blue code’ the police have where they stay silent to protect other misbehaved officers and keep them away from trouble and scrutiny (Westmarland, 2020). The Eric Garner case and the George Floyd case have alarming similarities between them such as the victim saying they couldn’t breathe; the arrest being made over non-aggressive crimes committed and also being caught on camera. This amount of evidence and it still took the police department five years to fire him shows a failure in the system where police officers can go against proper procedure and even end a man's life and get away with it. It was eventually dealt with, unfortunately, cases like Eric Garner’s will happen and the black and ethnic communities will still experience unacceptably high rates of death at the hands of police officers who are using excessive force (Stanford Libraries, 2020), showing that not enough is being done.
As well as the overlooked side of the George Floyd protests had been mostly peaceful protests due to the size and sheer amount of people at one place at a time helped cover up, looting, robbery, and assault (Polumbo, 2020). In these instances where it goes from a peaceful protest to a riot tension can be high, which in some cases has led to protesters and police force using their versions of force such as rocks and bottles or tear gas and pepper spray (Schuster et al. 2020). However, this would’ve also increased the talk about Black Lives Matter due to news publications covering this possibly with agendas against or for the movement but still giving it even more coverage than it had before, due to it being seen through those who watch or read the news, as well through social media platforms such as TikTok.
The influence of Black Lives Matter had grown so much that celebrities were talking about it and even former President Donald J. Trump is said to have exploited it in his campaign advertising (Mutz, 2022). With people such as these with big influence and online followings talking about the movement it brings more awareness to it and leads those who weren’t as involved before to learn more about it creating a larger following. However, as more people with different opinions started seeing the growth of Black Lives Matter, other groups started to arise such as All Lives Matter and White Lives Matter. This led to controversy and even tension rising between groups and influential figures getting involved such as Piers Morgan, those who support the Black Lives Matter movement believe that All Lives Matter is trying to undermine their movement (Goodman et al. 2023) leading to more friction and potentially slowing results for either group because both want to be heard and taken seriously.
The rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to George Floyd's killing had both positive and negative impacts, such as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021 being introduced, or on the other hand, different groups colliding and setting each other back due to difference in opinion. It also brought forward important issues forward such as the potential discrimination happening and targeted attacks against the black community. It also increased global support with protests happening all around the world and prompted some policy changes such as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 2021 (Congress, 2021). However, it also showed that people could try to commit crimes while attention is being drawn elsewhere due to the police and news covering the riots and protests. Some of the crimes committed could vary from arson, robbery, and theft as well to damages against monuments and other statues such as Edward Colston’s statue which was thrown into the harbour by UK protesters due to his links with the slave trade (House of Lords Library, 2021). However, this still led to public criticism and opinions being associated with the Black Lives Matter movement. 
In conclusion, the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement following George Floyd's death brought important issues into the spotlight and showed meaningful change. While the movement did face criticism and encountered obstacles, it demonstrated that those who join together towards a collective cause in addressing social injustice can make a difference.
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