Discuss the reason behind the Berlin Blockade of 1948 and the West’s response. What was the long-term impact of East-West relations? 

[bookmark: _Int_ze4EWYhA][bookmark: _Int_8XoveR3p]On the 12th of May 1949 the Soviets, after almost a year, lifted their blockade around West Berlin. A move that had been initiated by Stalin in June 1948 to thwart the Wests plans for an economic merger of their occupied zones, that the United States (US), Britain and France recognised as a need for Germany’s successful recovery, but which had infuriated Stalin prompting the blockade of Berlin. Stalin’s ambition for Germany did not match that of the other nations within the Allied Control Council, established after the war to maintain economic unity of Germany as a whole. “At Yalta, Allies had agreed to a broad framework that included the demilitarization, democratization and denazification of Germany,” (Roos, 2023). The framework was further ratified by the division of Germany in four zones, each to be occupied by the Allies and France. The Western Allies got the western half of Germany to be split between the US, Britain, and France whilst the Soviet got East Germany in which sat the capital Berlin which was also divided into four occupation zones. It was intended to be a temporary arrangement whilst Germany got back on her feet again, but it became clear to the Western Allies that they needed to combine efforts if Germany were to recover politically and economically. Stalin however, had other ideas and so pulled out of the Allied Control Council so he could pursue his communist ideologies. With the absence of a common goal, the differences in ideologies were beginning to show and tensions were rising. Each developing a growing distrust of each other.
[bookmark: _Int_pDBQ2DzR][bookmark: _Int_0K7DZDWY][bookmark: _Int_eHPPH3gn][bookmark: _Int_kY5d8z8D]The unlikely coalition of the US, Britain and the Soviet Union was born of necessity to defeat their common enemy – Hitler’s Nazi Germany and her allies known during WWII as the “Axis Powers.” Stalin’s hand was forced when Hitler reneged on the 10 year non-aggression pact they had signed in 1939 which basically set the agreement that they would not war against each other. As it turned out Hitler had only signed the pact to temporarily keep Stalin attention at bay whilst he focused his attention on conquering the west before turning his troops east to the Soviet Union. A surprise attack was launched with huge losses. Stalin knew that if Germany were to be stopped then he would have to join forces with the US and Britain and so the three powers, known as “the Big Three” came together for the first time at the Tehran Conference in 1943. The agreements made were for the US and Britain to supply arms to the Soviets, a second front was to be opened up in France and the Soviet were to support the US in their war with Japan – Stalin agreed that this would only happen after victory in Europe. Stalin became suspicious of the US when the front was not opened immediately believing that this was deliberate so that both Germany and the Soviet would be weakened. The front was finally opened on 6th June 1944 and with victory in sight the Allies met again in Yalta in February 1945 and then again in Potsdam in July 1945 focusing their attention on the future of Germany and German occupied territories. By the time of Potsdam, Roosevelt had died and was replaced by Harry Truman and Churchill lost power in Britain and was replaced mid conference by Clement Atlee. This affected the US-Soviet relationship since Truman did not agree to the demands Stalin made for reparations from Germany as Roosevelt had done. Instead, he stipulated that each ally could seek reparation from their own zones. This further alienated Stalin. But they agreed that Nazi Germany would not have the ability to rise again and become a world threat to the rest of the world. As part of the agreement Stalin retained communist influence over Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, and Poland. 
[bookmark: _Int_cdTgEV4A]The division of Germany and Berlin, the capital, into four zones was decided with each of the four allies occupying a zone. Germany was divided into two and at Stalin's insistence, he would get the eastern half whilst the remaining three powers would split the western half. The same division was made of Berlin which sat securely in the Eastern half of Germany, a hundred miles from the eastern border of West Germany. The belief was that the situation would be a temporary one whilst they oversaw the economic and political recovery of Germany. But the agreements failed to detail how the recovery play out which became apparent in the ensuing years. Stalin pursued his communist ideals in East Germany whilst in West Germany the allies established a market economy. Having two opposing ideologies caused increasing tensions on both sides. Stalin still harboured desires to extend communist influence into the rest of Europe but with the threat of US nuclear armament he had to show restraint. He did still test the waters by defaulting on the Yalta agreement of allowing free elections in Poland. Other events that fed into the growing tensions between the two superpowers of the US and the Soviet were the Truman Doctrine set in 1947 in which President Truman, promised political, military, and economic support to its allies who came under threat, and the Marshall plan which by offering economic support to stabilise Europe both politically and economically and so create a strong buffer against communism. Although the aid was extended to the Soviets, Stalin declined further widening the gap between the East and the West, deepening tensions heading in what would become the Cold War. Alongside this the US and Britain recognised the need in unifying their efforts for Germany’s economic and political recovery. Together with France they adopted a unified policy and introduced a single currency in June 1948. Shortly after Stalin ordered the Blockade of West Berlin cutting off crucial supplies of fuel and food. All rail, road and canal links were cut off leaving West Berlin extremely vulnerable. He hoped that this would result in the West conceding West Berlin to the Soviets.
[bookmark: _Int_iXVvlLbZ][bookmark: _Int_3nZL0UB5]This was a huge dilemma for the US. Czechoslovakia had already fallen to the Soviets, conceding West Berlin to the Soviets could be enough to give Stalin the confidence to push his communist ideologies further west. The US needed to do something that was not going to antagonise Stalin but also provide for the West Berliners who would soon begin to starve without the ability for supplies to be brought in. They felt a military presence would be antagonistic, they could not abandon the Berliners and Stalin was not open to negotiating since he felt he had the upper hand. The only viable solution available were the use of the three designated air corridors which had been officially agreed at the Potsdam conference. The US reasoned that as they would be providing humanitarian aid surely the Soviets would not shoot down their planes. It was a risk they had to take. From Stalin's perspective, he had to have been very conscious of the US nuclear advantage and would not want to risk invoking that threat. Beyond that the West was facing the logistical task of airlifting enough food and fuel to supply two and a half million people. General Lucius Clay was enlisted to oversee the operation due to his successful supply line from India to China during WWII. It was estimated that around 4,500 tonnes of supply would be needed every day requiring an estimated 13,000 flights a day. Between them, the US and Britain did not have the capacity to fulfil the volume of supply. Initial efforts saw a tiny fraction of target quantities reached and there were many logistical and organisational errors that hampered success. General William Tunner was recruited and with his help the operation gradually became slicker and the number of supplies reaching West Berlin increased over time with the target being exceeded by almost three times over in “operation Easter,” by then delivering nearly 13,000 tons. This was a major victory for the West. A feat that Stalin could not ignore.  He also had to accept that the Airlift succeeded beyond the harsh winter months, a feat he had felt sure was doomed to failure. He had to accept that West Berlin was not going to be abandoned by the West and so reluctantly removed the Blockade on 29th May 1949. Stalin had unwittingly succeeded in unifying and alienating the West even more. The Blockade only served to increase tensions between the two superpowers, establishing the start of the Cold War and creating an even deeper divide between them.
[bookmark: _Int_IXgyGZ4q][bookmark: _Int_bETFlv6O][bookmark: _Int_n18ydInB]A few months after the Berlin Blockade ended the Soviets tested their first atomic bomb. The Cold War deepened, as both sides exerted their power and influence across the globe the threat of nuclear war hung heavy over the world. It began many years of proxy wars that saw the Soviets attempting to expand their sphere of influence and the US trying to stop them. Truman offered what became known as the Truman doctrine, military, economic and political aid to nations to prevent the spread of communism. Greece and Turkey were some of the first nations to benefit from the doctrine; it became known as the containment policy. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) established in 1947 to halt communism became central in developing nations by diverting away from communist susceptibility. The CIA achieved this by heavily encouraging and supporting anti-communist campaigns. The US and allies went on to unify West Germany into the Federal Republic of Germany, Stalin then formed East Germany into the German Democratic Republic. Tensions deepened even further with the west responding by creating the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) with twelve founding members who united their efforts to provide a solid front against communism. In East Asia, China saw a revolution in 1949 where the communist Peoples Republic of China were established which encouraged Stalin to form an alliance with China. Worried, the US boosted newly allied Japan’s economic growth and sent aid to the French in Vietnam to help them fight against the communist movement there. As tensions continued to grow the US continued to provide military aid to nations that were vulnerable to communist threat and economic support to nations that could prove susceptible to communist influence through a weakened economic system. In 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea with Soviet support, but South Korea allied by the US fought back and regained her territory. Growing concern over vulnerability in East Asia, the US also offer Taiwan support from communist China take over. The Soviets, now with Khruschev in power after Stalin's death in 1953, had promised withdrawal of Stalin's policies but their response to the Hungarian Revolution revealed nothing had changed. Hungary and Poland who also wanted to be free of communism, were both brought back firmly under the communist hold. All the while both superpowers were fervently working in the background to gain superiority in the nuclear arms race. But the US were not prepared for the Soviets launch of the first satellite – Sputnik, into space and claim superiority in advanced missiles. The US speed up their race for Space dominance however are unable to prove their military superiority without compromising their intelligence. As tensions continue to grow the superpowers are apportioning increasingly larger amounts of their nation's budgets on military and defence. Each intent on displaying their superiority over the other. Meanwhile the problems in Germany do not go away.  The Soviets have little control of East Berliners defecting to West Berlin to escape the harsh living standards of the East. Many of those who defected were professionals causing a “brain drain” in the East. This became a big issue for the Soviets which prompted the creation of the Berlin Wall in 1961 that spanned a hundred miles long and further increased tensions with the West. The problem of the growing tensions between the two superpowers was the increasing threat hanging over the world but where would it end? With each trying to prove their superiority but also showing restraint, at what point would they concede that the path they were on would eventually lead to disaster? For now, their respective paths saw no end in sight. It was to get worse before it got better. Closer to home, the US were having to deal with Cuba who had been taken over by communist revolutionaries and were releasing the country of US economic and political influence. A failed attempt to overthrow Castro saw Castro turn to the Soviet for help.  Their response was to send nuclear missiles. The US responded with a naval blockade and prepared for nuclear war. A misunderstanding almost started a nuclear war.  This was too close for comfort which prompted the two superpowers to negotiate an agreement – the US promised not to invade Cuba whilst the Soviets agreed to remove the nuclear missiles. A hotline was installed between the White House and the Kremlin to avoid such situations in the future. In the Soviet civilian discontent was growing at the increasing poor economic standards whilst in the US anti-war demonstrations were carried out against the war in Vietnam. By 1969, the then leaders of the Soviet and the US, Brezhnev and Nixon, entered a period of Détente in which both entered into Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) signing an Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty limiting the number of missiles on both sides. This eased tensions on both sides for a period of about ten years but by the time Reagan came into office the Soviets had moved ballistic missiles into Eastern Europe and invaded Afghanistan. Reagan envisaged a world free from nuclear threat and so challenged the Soviets to a arms reduction race in what he called “peace through strength” but also initiating “Star Wars” knowing that the Soviets were not nearly as technologically advanced as the US. By the time Gorbachev came into Soviet office in 1985 he saw that desperate changes were needed at home. He met with Reagan and together they signed a treaty that would see the destruction of over 2,500 nuclear weapons. Through his reforms Eastern European nations were free to oust their communist leaders and held free elections with the Berlin Wall finally being torn down 1989 with East and West Germany reuniting in 1990. The Soviet dissolves in 1991 and so ends the Cold War.  
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