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Abstract
This assignment is about safeguarding, and a critical analysis based around it. It highlights the weaknesses of the system and gives examples of certain situations and circumstances children have had to go through.




























INTRODUCTION
For protecting, safeguarding as well as providing the children their human rights, organisations like hospitals, schools, charities and care homes must have safeguarding practices and policies in place which is indicated by the different children protection act (page,2017). This report will show how different policies, procedures and legislations taken up for safeguarding children can protect them. It will show the strengths and limitations of policies that are taken up by the UK government and from the historical perspective the report will discuss how multiple child protection acts have been put in place for stopping the cruelty towards children.
DISCUSSION
Definition of safeguarding of children in England
According to McKendrick and Finch (2017), safeguarding children is a term that is mainly used in England and Ireland for denoting protective measurements that protect the health, human rights of individuals and well –being of children to live freely from abuse, neglect and harm. Any organisation who takes responsibilities with children must have safeguarding procedures and policies as well as legislations in place for ensuring equality protected from any kind of harm regardless of their disability, age, race, gender reassignment, sex, religion or belief or sexual orientation. Setting effective legislations, policies and procedures makes effective safeguarding of children from adults and other children who may pose a harmful risk. The “Department for Education “takes up the responsibility of protecting children in England (Walsh and Mason, 2018). They implement policy, statuary guidance and legislation on how a child protection system might run. Local safeguarding partners of England are responsible for protecting the guidelines at the local level and it is led by three main statuary safeguarding partners: the commissioning group who handles the clinical work, local authority and the local police. According to McKendrick and Finch (2017), the “Department for “Education “also works with the agencies that are capable of safeguarding the children for major or minor harms. In some cases, professional childcare workers may decide that carers or parents are not capable of providing appropriate safe care for their child and in that case the local authority will take the responsibility of safeguarding the children on their own (Featherstone et al,2019). Until the situation requires the involvement of court, the local authority has the responsibility to take care of the harmed child. Safeguarding is important as every person in the society, must live their lives without being harmed or feeling unsafe, no matter what age, religion or gender. . Moreover, it is very essential that vulnerable children of England must be kept safe (Meyson and Kelly ,2018).
CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN PRACTICES AND POLICIES IN ENGLAND
Historical perspective of Childcare Act: Child abuse has been occurring since 1880s and over time there are multiple factors which influenced the introduction of childcare protection act in the UK, Incidences such as child abuse death of some of the high-profile individuals and numerous inquiries have forced the UK government to apply these acts. According to Gearon (2019), the first child death inquiry was recorded in England in 1945, which suggested the death of Dennis O’Neill. She was killed by her foster father at the age of twelve. The “Care of Children Committee” and “Committee on Homeless Children in Scotland” investigated and then recommended how care can be provided to children who are not able to live with their parents or relatives in England and Wales. These recommendations have contributed to the development of the Children Act 1948 (Meyson and Kelly ,2018).
In the viewpoint of Firmin (2018), the heart-breaking story of Peter Connelly, who is now popularly known as Baby P. Peter was born in March 2006 to Tracy Connelly, who was the mother, sadly on August 3rd, 2007, the toddler breathed his last breaths at Tottenham after suffering numerous injuries. In the viewpoint of Walsh and Mason (2018), two months after the birth of Baby P, his mother Connelly engaged in a relationship with Steven Barker. , who was involved in the death of Baby P along with his mother and Steven Barker’s brother. They repeatedly chocked the seventeen-month-old Peter until the toddler turned blue and influenced a rottweiler to attack Peter several times, which led to several injuries on his whole body. According to Rizq (2017), the post –mortem report indicated that Peter probably had fractured ribs and a broken back. Peter was admitted to local hospitals due to various injuries before his brutal death. Medical reports also suggested that he had almost fifty or more injuries on his whole body. In Baby P”s case “Children Act 2004” was applied for giving him justice. However, it had some limitations as this act does not support children who are below the age of ten whereas Peter was only seventeen months old at the time of his death. (Walsh and Mason,2018). 
“Serious Case Reviews” have been done for those children who are suffering serious repercussions of abuse such as the case with Peter, which mentioned above with choked and harmed by a rottweiler, which caused him injuries which later sufficed to his death. If any such thing happens in the future “Serious Case Reviews” must be done so that the child can be saved from the abuse (Phillip et al,2019).
In the viewpoint of Bywaters et al (2020), another brutal child abuse incident occurred in the United Kingdom, with a baby named Daniel Pelka who was denied food, forcefully fed salt and was held under water and repeatedly beaten until he became unconscious. In the end Daniel was locked up in a box room where he could not survive due to the darkness and died in March 2012 due to a head injury. In the Daniel Pelka case, the “Children Act 2010” was implemented for preventing this type of abusive behaviour in any type of organisation, within the U.K, However, it had some drawbacks as this act does not take actions outside of the U.K (Mcintyre et al,2020). Victoria Climbie was an eight-year-old girl who died in February 2000. Kouao was her aunt and Manning was her aunt’s partner, who were both found guilty of her death and after that incident they were both sent to jail for the rest of their lives in January 2001 (McGhee et al 2018). Inquiry setup Lord Laming in April 2001 provided the evidence for the victim. According to Philip et al (2019) it has been twenty-one years since this horrific incident that happened to Victoria, and this has changed a lot of policies and legislations in the England children protection set up. Lord Laming said it was the “turning point in ensuring proper protection of children in this country” In this brutal case “Children Act 1889” has been implemented to give justice to Victoria. However, there are few limitations that fell behind for example Victoria was an Ivorian and the policy that was implemented does not support people outside of England Graham et al,2017).
Sadly, there are many more child abuse cases, in 2002 Ainleen Walker, at the age of two died due to her parents who inflicted sixty-four brutally separate injuries and in 2008 Brandon Muir, at the age of twenty-three months died due to his mother's boyfriend who inflicted the intestinal rupture (Mcintyre et al,2020). Along with these there are many more heart-breaking stories that have happened in the past which has led to the adaption of multiple legislative children's acts including “Children Act,1889, Children Act 2004, Children Act 2010, and Children Act 2014”.
According to Hood et al (2017), children are victims of violation all over the UK, however, there are very few acts that are put in place for child development and their survival. “Children Act 1889” was the first children's protection law that was put in place in the UK parliament for promoting protection of children. The advantage of this act is it protects children of vulnerable groups. This act takes early intervention utilising the local agency, rules of this act ensures that children are not slipping from the net, it also ensures “Boards Reviewing Protection”. It must be statutory, and duties must be effectively established (Dresser,2018). Furthermore, this act is applicable to all children living in England regardless of what religion they are or what physical or cognitive abilities they possess as well as the views and needs of children are given the utmost importance. However, according to McKendrick and Finch (2017), along with advantages there are also some limitations that “Children Act 1889” possesses. It says people who are working in public services must change how they do their work, and this can cause certain conflicts. Furthermore, according to Mcintyre et al (2020), this legislative act only applies to the people of England and moreover, staff that are given the responsibility of safeguarding the children may not be trained adequately. It can be recommended that the government can extend the powers of this act and implement the same in many other countries and should not only be limited to England (Hood et al,2017).
In the viewpoint of Meyson and Kelly (2018), the “Children Act” 2004” is an act that was introduced by the United Kingdom parliament mainly after the consequences of the Victoria Climbe case. It was introduced to provide proper human rights to vulnerable children. The strength of this act is that each child can express their voice and that must be listened to, proper care of children has been taken by providing a safe place to live without any harassment, and children are provided with their own human rights. Furthermore, children are totally protected from any kind of harm and parents are given certain responsibilities that they must follow otherwise rules are made that can go against parents. In contrast, according to McKendrick and Finch (2017), along with multiple benefits this act also has some weaknesses. Social care workers do not have much accountability outside their department, also court cases which include children are not handled privately so there is public scrutiny, moreover the voices of children under the age of ten years are not considered accountable, therefore, their opinion has less importance. According to Hodd et al (2017),” Children Act “2004 “can be recommended to extend their rules and consider the opinions of children under the age of ten years.
Mysen and Kelly (2018), believe the “Children Act 2010” has been put in place for maintaining the integrity and preventing child abuse of children in organisations such as schools, healthcare facilities and catering homes. In the viewpoint of McKendrick and Finch (2017) the “Children Act 2014” obtained a high authority and it became a law in March ,2014. This act is put into place for reforming the previous children protection acts. It also safeguards vulnerable children, by providing children with much greater protection along with financial support. This newly introduced act pays special attention to children who need additional support and supporting and educating families about the childcare practices. There are multiple upgrades that have been done in this act which include changes in adoption, family justice, special educational needs of children, childcare and child welfare system and many more (Page 2017).
Child sexual exploitation is a type of child sexual abuse (Meyson and Kelly (2018). This occurs when the any person or group takes advantage of a child or a young person whose age is less than 18 years and provokes them into a sexual activity forcefully, or in exchange for something that the abusing person wants or needs, or for gaining an economic advantage. Child sexual exploitation is not always physical contact it can also be done by using technology. For preventing this abusive incidence among children, the “Child Sexual Exploitation Policy “has been put into place by the UK government. This policy suggests to children about maintaining a healthy relationship and how they can stay safe in this world of rapid digitisation which will prevent occurrence of sexual exploitation. (Meyson and Kelly). This policy says that children should not blindly trust an unknown person, or any uncertain activity should be communicated to their parents or carers so that they can take the required steps if needed. Additionally, this policy teaches children certain things that can help them in getting out of any gang or being around suspicious people and also teaches them things that should not be done while being active on any social media platform.(Page 2017).
Meyson and Kelly (2018) state that “office for standards in education, children's services and skills (OFSTED “is associated with inspection of different educational institutions, such as state schools and independent schools in the UK. This also involves the inspection of childcare, fostering agencies, adoption, teacher training, and social care services of children.
As quoted by McKendrick and Finch (2017), the aim of “Child Protection Plan “is to ensure that the child is safe and prevented from any further harm or sufferings. It is introduced for promoting the child welfare and provides the family financially as well as social support for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the child. In the viewpoint of Meyson and Kelly (2018), child interviews have been taken to protect them from any harm, harassment, and abuse. Sometimes children fear to say things that have been happening with them, which leaves them suffering inside, feeling emotional and withdrawing themselves from everyone else. Therefore, conducting a personal child interview is essential, where the child can feel confident to express everything without fear. In the viewpoint of Bywaters et al (2020), the interviewers should keep a friendly, polite attitude which will make children feel comfortable and help express their thoughts.

Conclusion
From the report above it can be said that child protection is simply denoted as actions taken from safeguarding welfare of children as well as protecting them from physical, mental, social and psychological harm. . It can be concluded that child abuse is a big issue in England as indicated by the heart-breaking cases of Peter Connelly, Daniel Pelka, Victoria Climbe ,Ainsley Walker and Brandon Muir. This report has discussed four acts which are “Children Act 1889., “Children Act 2004,” Children Act 2010” and “Children Act 2014” for safeguarding the children in England. It can be recommended that “Childrens trust and the local safeguarding children Board” must not be operated by the same person as it may creep in carelessness among them.
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