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2.2. Modern bibliographic exercise
Choose an historian whose work interests you and compile an annotated bibliography based on their work. The bibliography should include both examples of the historian’s scholarship and of the impact and influence this had on other historians. Particular attention should be paid to identifying the historiographical/theoretical approach of your chosen historian. Students may wish to use this as an exercise to continue our discussion of transatlantic slavery. 
	Catherine Hall, Macaulay’s Nation (Indiana University Press, Victorian Studies, Volume 51, Number 3, Spring 2009), pp. 505-523.
	Thomas Babington Macaulay’s History of England was an exceptional best-selling book in the Victorian era which defined England’s sense of self, its rise to a powerful land built on a world-wide empire and its self-proclaimed view of being the modern nation, marking it as the route to civilization for all countries. Catherine Hall, in her paper, wonders how it was possible to write such a history book and what was the environment in which it was written. She discusses Macaulay’s personal insular background that manifested into his vision of history, the masculine world in which he lived, his belief that the finest gifts that Britain could bestow on the countries of the Empire were the arts, morals, literature and laws. Much of what he wrote would have been in complete contrast to the views of Catherine and in writing a biographical history of Macaulay, she tasks herself with dissecting his view of England and showing how certain groups were written out altogether. Catherine Hall explores the emotional, intellectual, and political roots of the father, and his son Thomas’s visions of race, nation, and empire. 
	Catherine Hall, Racial Capitalism: What’s in a Name? (Oxford University Press, History Workshop Journal, Issue 94, 2022), pp. 5-19.
	The journal article is the written text of a lecture in memory of Eric Hobsbawn a Marxist historian. Written around the racial capitalism of the West Indies of the mid- eighteenth century. Catherine viewed her studies of this period as playing a small part in acknowledging the hurt brought about by slavery and colonialism, recognizing the great debt owed. The system concentrated on slavery, sugar and rum, goods being exchanged for African people, who grew the cane which was made into sugar and rum. The slave-owner, being backed by the colonial state, exerted force and intimidation on the slaves and as they were not reproducing children, estate owners were buying more captives to maintain their workforce. Across the world countries have reacted uncertainly to the difficult issue of slavery, just as they have tended to be guarded in openly offering any apology. In the absence of more radical gestures, the past has taken on an added importance as a way of acknowledging the need to make reparation for past suffering. 

Catherine Hall, Gendering Property, Racing Capitol (Oxford University Press, History Workshop Journal Issue 78, 2014), pp. 22-36.
Catherine’s collaborative research work at UCL has explored how race and gender structured the organization of slavery. The research has focused on the slave-owners, their families, plantations and politics. The white person carried privilege and power at a time when slavery was integral to the British economy, the plantation system operated directly on the brutality of slavery for wealth. White women were critical for passing on property through marriage, widowhood, and the bearing of children. Their subordinate legal status secured men’s dominance, while daughters were likely to be left money, usually paid on marriage, marrying a West Indian heiress became a well-known route to wealth in the late eighteenth century. While absent planters often left a black mistress on the island and married in Britain to secure legitimate heirs, the children of these mixed relationships became the free population of colour who increasingly peopled the island. Over time there were fewer white people to run the plantations and the mixed-race inhabitants vastly outnumbered them leading to a breakdown in the system.  Catherine’s critical appraisal here says that the past is still now, still damaging the present and the future, and that the persistent poverty of the Caribbean is a result of an ill-gotten European prosperity.
	Catherine Hall, Thinking Reflectively: Opening ‘Blind Eyes’ (The Past and Present Society, Oxford, no.234, 2017), pp. 254-263.
As a student at Birmingham University in 1968, Catherine and her fellow students campaigned for changes in approach to teaching history, encouraging students to think seriously about who was writing, in what context and for what audience. This was driven by the desire for a different kind of education, for Catherine the women’s movement became her motivation which included feminist history, family history, domestic work, procreation, of male dominance. She turned to Long, Macaulay and Marx as authors who were the past writers of slave history. 2007 was the bicentenary of the abolition of the slave trade, when questions about Britain’s involvement with slavery were brought to the surface. Both black and white peoples attempted to contest the national story of abolition, instead of signifying Britain’s love for freedom it was a shameful legacy of this country’s participation in slavery.  
Summary
	These journals and lecture notes are aimed at encouraging the public to reconsider the association between Britain and Jamaica in the nineteenth century concerning the slave trade. She has cited many authors of that period in her works, from Macaulay (father and son) to Edward Long. These authors were at the heart of the trade, as people living in Jamaica and owners of plantations. Their nationalistic views led them to legitimizing slavery on the basis that Africans were inferior to Europeans, that working on plantations was a step towards making them civilised. Her purpose is to enlighten and inform by allow us to re-evaluate the works of previous generations and to embrace a more critical thinking.
Evaluation
	Catherine’s works are aimed at academics, students and the general public.	 Her research is thorough however, she would say herself that each time she investigates something her opinions, understanding and views are altered, that probing the silences and absences in historical records are as equally important as the written works are. Her writings, while academic and theoretical in approach, have a sympathetic style, aimed at imparting ideas in a way that are comprehensible to all.
Reflection
Catherine Hall has written works in conjunction with other historians, such as Leonore Davidoff and Daniel Pick, giving credence to her research. Personally, her writings have opened my eyes to a subject that I, like many others, have preferred to ignore. I would never have chosen to read this subject but for the course that I’ve enrolled upon but feel enriched by Catherine’s writings and passion for her subject. Going forward I may well use her research in further studies to continue my education about the slave trade and Britain’s part in it, rather than ignoring it in future I feel better equipped to discuss it. Catherine herself says ‘engaging with a politics of changing the course of history by writing about it — that seems a kind of work worth doing’.

