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1. A person is guilty of theft under Section 1 Theft Act 1968 which states: 

 ‘A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property, belonging to another, with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it.’ 

In order to establish an offence of theft each of the five elements of the offence must be proved, these are:
 Dishonestly 
 Appropriates 
 Property 
 Belonging to another 
 Intention to permanently deprive.

Explain the elements ‘Dishonesty’ and ‘Belonging to Another’             
Under Section 1, Subsection 1 the Theft Act 1968, a person who has committed the act of Theft cannot be dishonest if he/she appropriates the property belonging to the other if he/she believes that they have the right to lawfully deprive the other of it. The perpetrator is also deemed to not be dishonest if he/she appropriates the property with the belief that the rightful owner of the property would have given consent if the owner knew of the appropriation and the circumstances of the appropriation. He/she is also not deemed to be dishonest if they appropriate the property with the belief that the owner of the belongs cannot be found for whatever reason by taken reasonable steps. However, the perpetrator may be deemed dishonest of appropriating the property that belongs to another regardless of if he/she is willing to pay for the property.

Under Section 1, Subsection 4 of the Theft Act 1968, the property in question may be deemed to be ‘belonging to another’ if that person has possession of control of it, or is related to the rightful owner of the property, with the rightful owners consent. If the property is subject to a trust, then the person who it currently belongs to shall be regarded as the owner, including any person who has a right to enforce the trust or has an intention to defeat the trust. If the property is given to someone else and the receiver is under a responsibility to maintain and deal with that property, as well as its proceeds, then the property shall be regarded as belonging to another. If the property is given to someone by mistake and is under a deal to make repairs to the property or its proceeds or the value of the property, then under the agreement the person who is undertaken the restoration(s) of the property shall be regarded as the owner of the property, and if the person who is tasked with the restoration(s) of the property does not fore fill their end of the agreement shall be regarded as having the intention of depriving the rightful owner of his/hers property or proceeds. If the property was involved in a corporation sale, then the corporation who the property was sold to shall be regarded as the owner of the property.

2. Burglary is defined as :  
Section 9(1)(a) of the Theft Act 1968 burglary is committed by a person who enters a building or part of a building as a trespasser with intent to: 
a. Steal anything in the building or part of the building or 
b. Inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein or 
c. Do unlawful damage to the building or anything therein. 

Section 9(1) (b) of the Theft Act 1968 burglary is committed by a person who having entered any building or part of a building as a trespasser: 
 steals or attempts to steal anything therein, or 
 inflicts or attempts to inflict grievous bodily harm on any person therein. 

Explain the elements ‘Enters’ and ‘Building or part of a building’ in relation to the offence of burglary.      
Under Section 9 of the Theft Act 1968, the term ‘enters’ refers to the perpetrator enters a part of a building without the owners knowledge or consent.

Under Section 9, Subsection 4 of the Theft Act 1968, the term ‘building’ refers to a dwelling, an inhabited vehicle or vessel, as well as any such vehicle or vessel where the person lives, whether that person is present at the time of the burglary or not. 







3. A person (A) throws a brick at a group of people walking along the street intending that the brick hits and injures someone, the person does not know any of the people in the group and does not aim at any of them in particular. The brick hits one of the group on the head causing a really serious bodily harm resulting in hospitalisation.  

What offence has been committed by A? 
Explain your answer.            
Under Section 39 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988, A has committed Assault as it is defined as ‘any act by which a person intentionally or recklessly causes another to suffer or apprehend immediate unlawful violence’, and A has done this when they threw the brick at the group of people walking along the street with the intent of hitting one of those individuals. However, this also shows that A has committed Battery which is defined as ‘an act indicating an intention to use unlawful violence against the person of another’. There is no apparent defence for A in relation to the offences of Assault and Battery as A was not in danger of receiving unlawful violence so it is not self-defence, as far as we know no one else was near the individuals walking along the street so it is not in defence of another or of property, none of the individuals walking appear to be committing a crime so it is not to prevent a crime, which in turn rules out the defence of assisting in a lawful arrest. A has also committed Grievous Bodily Harm (GBH) which is defined under Section 20 of the Offences against the Person Act 1861 as ‘Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously wound or inflict any grievous bodily harm upon any other person, either with or without any weapon or instrument, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be kept in penal servitude’. A has unlawfully and maliciously inflicted GBH upon of the individuals, which sent them to the hospital.


4. The Victims Charter states that : 
“Victims of crime should be treated in a respectful, sensitive, tailored and professional manner without discrimination of any kind. They should receive appropriate support to help them, as far as possible, to cope and recover and be protected from re-victimisation”.

Explain how the needs of victims can be met from initial reporting of an offence through to court appearance and trial. 
The needs of the victim(s) can be met when the initial report comes in as the first responding officer could tend to some of their wounds, if their wounds are not serious or life threating, the first attending officer should also make sure that the victim(s) are in a safe place and have access to any essential resources including water, food and warmth. In terms of meeting the victim(s) needs when answering their initial report the crime, the Police should take their complaint seriously which did not occur in the case of Fiona Pilkington between 2004 and 2007, where the police did not take her complaint seriously as she did not live in a ‘hotspot’ for antisocial behaviour, and it lead to her taking her own life as well as her daughters life. In terms of meeting the victim(s) needs between court cases, the Police should keep in contact with the victim(s) to let them know what is happening with their case, as well as asking if they have had any PTSD from the offence or if they have been targeted again. In terms of when the victim(s) appears in court, the police should identify before they enter the court if the victim(s) is intimated by the suspect, if so then the victim(s) can be placed in a separate room with no direct eye contact with the suspect, or the victim(s) can record a statement for the court before the court date, however no questions can be asked of the victim(s) as they are not present at the court. If the victim(s) is a child, then the child should be placed in separate room with a supervising adult watching them,


5. When interviewing Victims Witnesses and Suspects police officers rely on the ‘PEACE’ model a national framework for Investigative Interviewing. 

Explain the PEACE model component parts and critically evaluate its effectiveness in interviewing suspects. 
The PEACE model component part are comprised of Planning and Preparation, Engage and Explain, Account Clarification and Challenge, Closure and Evaluation. The Planning and Preparation phase includes establishing a strategy of the interview, which includes questions, as well as establishing the relationship the interview has to the investigation. The Engage and Explain phase includes establishing the ground rules of the interview and addressing any welfare issues that the interview brings about. The Account Clarification and Challenge phase includes identifying topics whilst in the interview and exploring those topics to get clarification. The Closure phase includes establishing a connection for future contact with the suspect, witness or victim, as well as establishing what to do next. The Evaluation phase includes assessing the information gained from the interview and comparing it to the information that has already been gathered before the interview. The PEACE model is effective when interviewing suspects as it allows the interviewer to set the ground rules of the interview as well as establishing how the interview will go, it also allows the interviewer to gather information that the suspect would not normally give as it establishes a connection between the interviewer and the interviewee. This is because during the Engage and Explain phase, the interviewer should establish any welfare issues the suspect has and try to address only the ones that would help gather the most information. It also allows for the interviewer to look back at their performance and look for ways to improve and to be more effective.
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