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If you search for essential skills for employment and for studying, there is lots of discrepancy depending on which field within the two areas you look at. However, there is a few key skills that are prevalent in both areas. These traditionally softer skills as shown above, play a key part in both the work environment as well as the academic environment. These skills have seen to be becoming more and more desirable by employers [2]. “Time spent in education produces skills embodied in the individual that are then demanded by employers” [3]. But where do you learn these skills? These skills are gained in a variety of ways from higher education, formal work and work experience. [4]. The blend of on-the-job training and university work that the apprenticeship offers will allow me to gain the essential skills needed for both Academia and my career going forward. As universities continue to not only push students academically but also push them to develop softer skills that are in such demand [5]. I feel these softer skills will be an essential part of my future career. As it will not only allow me to communicate with a variety of people, inside and outside the workplace but also allow me to apply creative problem solving to a range of tasks. Being able to collaborate effectively will allow me to overcome technical challenges and will help me to progress my career effectively. 
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