Describe, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Clodia in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters.

Cicero’s Pro Caelio is an account by Cicero from 56 BC of him defending Marcus Caelius Rufus, specifically concerning the charge of the attempted murder of Dio, a philosopher in the senate, and the attempted poisoning of Clodia, who had allegedly discovered this crime and then been targeted herself. According to T. A. Dorey in his article Cicero, Clodia, and the 'Pro Caelio', the prosecution brought forward these two charges in particular because they hoped to present charges so damning to Caelio’s character that even if he escaped conviction, he would struggle to pursue his own prosecution of Bestia.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  T. A. Dorey, ‘Cicero, Clodia, and the 'Pro Caelio'’, Greece & Rome, Vol. 5 No. 2 (1958) pp. 175-176.] 

Cicero brings up the implausibility of the hand off of the poison from Publius Licinius to Clodia’s slaves in the bath houses, asking ‘Why did not those slaves go to Caelius at his house?’.[footnoteRef:2] When Cicero brings this up, he’s pointing out holes in logic behind the prosecutions story, because it doesn’t make sense to meet in a public place, where it is more likely that they would be spotted and they have no good reason to be, as opposed to Caelio’s house which would be more private and a place that they would be expected to be. Cicero, therefore, suggests that this alleged meeting and passing off of the poison happened in such a public place because Clodia, whom he describes as a ‘crafty lady’[footnoteRef:3], arranged it to happen where there could be witnesses. He says that she also arranged to have people she knew hide in the bath house and seize Licinius before he could leave and apprehend him.  [2:  Pro Caelio 61-9: Passing on poison at the baths, <https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/494845/mod_resource/content/0/Pro%20Caelio%2061-9.pdf> [Accessed 17 February 2025]]  [3:  Ibid.] 

This indeed shows Clodia to be a crafty lady. Upon hearing of this murderous plot, she sprung into action to orchestrate an elaborate plan to guarantee the exchange would happen publicly, so she could have multiple eye witnesses to the event and it would not be covered up by obscurity, and to have instructed people to be there to apprehend the person in possession of the poison so he could not deny it being him or being there. Presenting Clodia in this way is immensely helpful to Cicero’s case, as he has established her as a calculating and clever character, the kind of person who would have the forethought and skill to plan a set up to frame someone. Anne Leen brings this up in her article Clodia Oppugnatrix: The Domus Motif in Cicero's "Pro Caelio", that Clodia in fact made this case up as a form of vengeance against Caelio for leaving her.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Leen, Anne, ‘Clodia Oppugnatrix: The Domus Motif in Cicero's "Pro Caelio"’, The Classical Journal, Vol. 96 No. 2 (2001), pp. 141.] 

However, the prosecution has many witnesses for what happened at the bath house. Though Cicero tries to deny them existing, the prosecutions best way to refute Cicero’s claims is to bring forward their eye witnesses to testify to what really happened in the bath house.
Another way the prosecution could have contradicted Cicero, is to bring up the feud between Caelio and Bestia. Dorey talks about how Cicero attempts to hide this feud in his oration and implies that Clodia is behind the attack. This is an example of the way that Cicero distorts the truth in his orations, as there is no proof of his claims, nor does he present any. The prosecution could bring up the feud between Caelio and Bastia to disprove Clodia’s involvement and to cast doubt about Caelio’s character and how likely he is to be involved in the attempted poisoning.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  T. A. Dorey, ‘Cicero, Clodia, and the 'Pro Caelio'’, Greece & Rome, Vol. 5 No. 2 (1958) pp. 176.] 
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