Personal Critical Reflection
Completing this assignment has improved my understanding of safeguarding and the role multi-agencies play in protecting children. Before researching this, I thought safeguarding mainly involved responding to incidents and making sure children were safe at the time. However, through learning about safeguarding legislation, statutory guidance and relevant research, I now appreciate that safeguarding extends far beyond responding to a single incident. Furthermore, it involves recognising concerns early, protecting children from immediate and future harm, and working collaboratively with other professionals to achieve the best outcomes for children (Children Act 1989; Department for Education, 2026).
One of the biggest things I have learnt is the importance of multi-agency working. Before completing this assignment, I underestimated the importance of communication and information sharing in safeguarding children. The NSPCC (2024) highlights that effective safeguarding depends on professionals working together, sharing information and making joint decisions. This has helped me understand that effective safeguarding depends on collaboration and shared responsibility rather than the actions of one individual. 
In addition, this assignment has also changed the way I think about domestic abuse. I previously focused mainly on the adult victim, but I now understand that children who see, hear or experience domestic abuse are recognised as victims in their own right (Domestic Abuse Act 2021). Boullier and Blair (2018) also helped me recognise the long-term impact that adverse childhood experiences can have on children's health, wellbeing and development.
Finally, I have gained a much better understanding of professional responsibility. Researching safeguarding legislation has shown me how the Children Act 1989, the Children Act 2004, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 guide professionals in protecting children, sharing information appropriately and working effectively with partner agencies. Overall, this assignment has shown me that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and has given me a much greater appreciation of the importance of making informed decisions that always place the child's welfare first.

Reflection on the 5 R's of Safeguarding
Completing this assignment has significantly developed my understanding of the five key safeguarding responsibilities.  Before researching this case, I believed safeguarding mainly involved responding to incidents and ensuring children were safe at the time. Through my research, I understand safeguarding is an ongoing process that requires professionals to recognise concerns early, record accurately, report promptly, make appropriate referrals and work collaboratively to protect children (Children Act 1989; Department for Education, 2026).
The main lesson I’ve learnt is the importance of recognising safeguarding concerns. I now understand that safeguarding involves recognising patterns of behaviour, environmental factors and potential risks, not just identifying physical injuries. Studying the inquiries into Victoria Climbié and Baby P showed me how opportunities to protect children can be missed when professionals fail to see the wider picture. Lord Laming concluded that Victoria Climbié was failed by professionals because basic safeguarding procedures were not consistently implemented, despite repeated opportunities to intervene (Department of Health and Home Office, 2003). Similarly, following the Baby P inquiry, Lord Laming highlighted that effective safeguarding depends on professionals sharing information and working across organisational boundaries to protect children (Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009). Reflecting on these inquiries reinforced the importance of recognising concerns early, identifying patterns of risk and sharing information promptly to protect children.
I have developed a greater understanding of the importance of recording, reporting and referring concerns. Accurate records support safeguarding decisions, while timely reporting and appropriate referrals ensure concerns are shared promptly with the appropriate professionals to reduce the risk of further harm. Working Together to Safeguard Children (Department for Education, 2026) highlights the importance of effective partnership working, 
Finally, this assignment has strengthened my understanding of professional responsibility. I now appreciate that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and requires professionals to remain vigilant, communicate effectively and act in the child's best interests. This has highlighted the importance of recognising, recording, reporting and referring concerns while working collaboratively to protect children.
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