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The history of curriculum in Europe

“In ancient Rome, education was based on the seven liberal arts or sciences: grammar, the formal structures of language; rhetoric, composition and presentation of argument; dialectic, formal logic; arithmetic; geometry; music; and astronomy. This vision of the curriculum dominated education in Europe up to and throughout the Middle Ages.
During the Renaissance, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, some schools brought in other subjects, including spelling and drama, and argued for more practical methods of teaching and learning. Some began to teach music and dancing, drawing, and sports, including wrestling, fencing, shooting, handball and soccer. In the eighteenth century some schools began to include history, geography, mathematics, and foreign languages in the curriculum. That met with strong resistance from traditionalists who believed that a classical education was all that counted. For the most part, the classical curriculum continued to dominate education in Europe until the mid-eighteenth century.’
Then, three seismic social changes reshaped the school curriculum. The spread of industrialism was changing the intellectual climate. The spread of industrialism was changing the economic landscape. And the new science of psychology was proposing new theories about intelligence and learning. Each of these developments radically challenged accepted ideas about benefits of a strictly classical education.
As mass education expanded, a new type of curriculum began to take shape, which still dominates education now.”
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