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[bookmark: _Toc69428325]Introduction
VLE is the abbreviated form of Virtual Learning Environment that supports the creation of digital platforms for both students and teachers. All sorts of communication and activities happen in these educational platforms to make the assessment and evaluation process easier for mentors. VLE allows teachers to develop curriculum design, provide essential information, create content, enhance learners’ engagement, and appraise students’ performance. COVID-19 is hampering education to a great extent (Ferris and Godar, 2009). However, learners and teachers can utilise VLE to proceed with their activities and education. Hence, this research report is designed to narrate the significance of Moodle which is an effective learning platform of VLE. It will also show the impact of Moodle on UWTSD and its learners. This research will help to enhance knowledge regarding the virtual learning environment and how students can make use of digital tools or platforms to keep up with the changing world.


[bookmark: _Toc69428326]Title, mission, and objectives of the research report
[bookmark: _Toc69428327]Title
A title of research helps mentors to understand the topic of the report at a glance. The title of this research report is “Significance and impact of VLE - Moodle on UWTSD and its learners.”
[bookmark: _Toc69428328]Mission
The aim or mission of a research report helps to clarify the goals that the author wants to achieve by analysing different sorts of sources (Menasche, 2013). This research report aims to boost knowledge regarding the virtual learning environment and how students can make use of digital tools or platforms to keep up with the changing world. It will outline the impact of Moodle on UWTSD and its learners.
[bookmark: _Toc69428329]Objectives
Some of the objectives or goals of this research are mentioned below to provide an overview of the report:
· To analyse diverse aspects of virtual learning environment,
· To measure the significance of VLE - Moodle,
· To demonstrate the impact of VLE - Moodle on UWTSD,
· To narrate the ways of VLE that influence learning and learners, and
· To suggest possible recommendations that can improve VLE. 
[bookmark: _Toc69428330]The hypothesis of the research report
Since the constitution of technology and the advancement of different digital tools, people are trying to utilise diverse web-based platforms to make their work easy (Gillespie and Boulton, 2007). Software developers are working relentlessly to develop effective and useful software or apps to help mass people. Many schools, colleges, and universities are adopting digital tools to improve the educational process. The usage of advanced technology wasn’t that common in academies. However, teachers and students are taking VLE quite seriously due to the COVID-19 pandemic. People are unable to go outside and do what they used to do physically. This outbreak is hampering education to a great extent. However, learners and teachers can utilise VLE to proceed with their activities and education. It will increase efficiency and work speed by reducing mistakes. It will also help students to stay active with their studies continuously.
According to Gillespie and Boulton, (2007), a virtual learning environment is essential for every educational institute, as it helps teachers to develop curriculum design, provide essential information, create content, enhance learners’ engagement, and appraise students’ performance. They can develop effective resources to refine students’ knowledge by VLE platforms. Students who are stuck at home due to COVID-19 can easily carry on their studies through Moodle or some other web-based digital tools (Ferris and Godar, 2009). This research report will clarify and demonstrate the significance and positive roles of VLE and how it can affect UWTSD and its disciples. Hence, the research topic has been picked out to enhance understanding regarding the virtual learning environment and how students can make use of digital tools or platforms to keep up with the COVID-19 pandemic.
[bookmark: _Toc69428331]Methodology of the research report
This report aims to outline the impact of Moodle on UWTSD and its learners. It will also help to increase knowledge related to the virtual learning environment and how students can make use of digital tools or platforms in a better way. Therefore, essential data will be gathered by applying functional approaches to prepare this report. A researcher must utilise effective approaches or data sourcing methods to make the report useful and authentic (Naidu, 2014). These methods or approaches allow the author to gain in-depth knowledge of the topic to create a viable report. The researcher can either use a descriptive or explanatory approach to complete the research. One must collect enough data to complete all the phases of research. Some of these stages are demonstrated below:
[bookmark: _Toc69428332]Data collection
One must collect viable information regarding the research topic to complete the report fruitfully. A researcher can either utilise the primary method or a secondary method to gather information. However, both of these methods will be used for collecting data for this report. They are illustrated below:
Primary Data: Information that can be acquired through direct source by a researcher, is known as primary data. This is the most viable way to gather the information that helps the author to create an authentic report. One can utilise face-to-face conversation, survey, questionnaire, conversation over the phone, and interview to gather primary data. It requires a lot of time and analysis to collect this information (Menasche, 2013). However, it is the most effective processes of collecting data that allows a researcher to present a legitimate report.
Secondary Data: Information that can be gathered through indirect source by a researcher, is known as secondary data. This is not as viable as primary data as it can be collected from pre-written books, journals, newspapers, articles, magazines, or notebooks. It doesn’t require much time to gather this information which is also quite easy to utilise. Secondary data can be both online and offline depending on its nature. Some can collect information from written books and some can gather data from web-based sources, as well. 
[bookmark: _Toc69428333]Research approach
A researcher must utilise effective approaches or data sourcing methods to make the report useful and authentic. These methods or approaches allow the author to gain in-depth knowledge of the topic to create a viable report (Russell, 2010). There are two types of research approaches that allow researchers to create a perfect research report. Those methods are demonstrated below:
Qualitative method: This method is utilised to prepare a descriptive report which requires theoretical data. One can simply develop this information through observation or perception which is not as viable as other methods. It requires a lot of time to prepare this data which is a disadvantage for the researchers. It is basically a content creator method that saves both money and time. 
Quantitative method: This method is used to create an analysis report which requires numerical data. A researcher must analyse the entire situation and calculate different aspects to develop this information. It is more viable than the qualitative method. It can be improved again and again through tests and analysis. It presents statistics and mathematical reports that are authentic and more legitimate than others. 
[bookmark: _Toc69428334]Sampling 
Sampling is the process of selecting a group of audience that will be utilised to generate information for a research report. They are responsible for providing their opinions and experience (Naidu, 2014). A random sampling method will be used to prepare this report where 20 students from different classes will be asked several questions. Several secondary sources will be used to complete this report, as well. 
[bookmark: _Toc69428335]
Data Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc69428336]Primary Data Analysis
1. Do you know about VLE or Moodle?
	Serial No. 1
	Do you know about VLE or Moodle?
	Yes
20
	No
0


[image: Points scored]
20 students had been asked to answer whether they know about VLE or not. According to this chart, it can be seen that every learner of UWTSD is well aware of the virtual learning environment and Moodle. They also know the usage of Moodle as UWTSD always motivated everyone to utilise this platform. 


2. What is your thought or opinion regarding VLE - Moodle?
	Serial No. 2
	What is your thought or opinion regarding VLE - Moodle?
	Satisfactory

13
	Neutral

02
	Not satisfactory
05


[image: Points scored]
The chart above shows that 13 students of UWTSD found VLE - Moodle quite satisfactory as it is easy to use and doesn’t require much time to complete the procedures. They think they understand better through a virtual learning environment than other methods. However, 5 of the learners didn’t agree with them and 2 students were neutral about this question. 


3. Does VLE - Moodle help you to enhance your performance?
	Serial No. 3
	Does VLE - Moodle help you to enhance your performance?
	Yes
16
	No
04


[image: Points scored]
According to the chart, it is clear that most of the learners of UWTSD find VLE - Moodle interesting and user-friendly. 16 students think that VLE - Moodle is quite helpful in enhancing their performance and knowledge. On the contrary, 04 learners think that a virtual learning environment can’t improve their performance. 


4. Which one do you prefer: the old traditional class or VLE platforms? 
	Serial No. 4
	Which one do you prefer: the old traditional class or VLE platforms? 
	Traditional lesson
05
	Neutral

04
	VLE platforms
11


[image: Points scored]
The chart above shows that most of the students prefer VLE platforms like Moodle or Survey Monkey. 11 students said that they understand better through a virtual learning environment than other methods. 04 of them were neutral and 05 learners said that they prefer traditional class or lessons. So, it is clear that learners of UWTSD support a virtual learning environment for learning and education. 


5. Do you want to suggest anything to UWTSD to improve its VLE?
	Serial No. 5
	Do you want to suggest anything to UWTSD to improve its VLE?
	Using VLE during the COVID-19 permanently 
12
	Utilising diversified options for education
02
	Using traditional lectures or lessons
06


[image: Points scored]
According to this chart, 12 students think UWTSD should use VLE - Moodle during the COVID-19 pandemic, as it is quite effective in enhancing performance quality and knowledge. However, 6 learners think traditional lessons or lecturers are more useful than a virtual learning environment. On the other hand, only 2 students were neutral about this question. 


[bookmark: _Toc69428337]Secondary Data Analysis
Information that can be gathered through indirect source by a researcher, is known as secondary data. The author had to collect information from various sources that helped to complete this research. For instance, the researcher took help from books and several web-based sources to understand the significance of a virtual learning environment. According to Gillespie and Boulton, (2007), a virtual learning environment is essential for every educational institute, as it helps teachers to develop curriculum design, provide essential information, create content, enhance learners’ engagement, and appraise students’ performance. They can develop effective resources to refine students’ knowledge by VLE platforms (Somoza and Lourie, 2010). The author can also utilise the reputed DIKW pyramid that allows a person to get the desired result. Researchers should use knowledge, understanding, wisdom, data, experience, and information to prepare a research report. 
[bookmark: _Toc69428338]Findings
According to the charts above, every learner of UWTSD is well aware of the virtual learning environment and Moodle. They also know the usage of Moodle as UWTSD always motivated everyone to utilise this platform (Keppell, Riddle and Tynan, 2014). Learners think they understand better through a virtual learning environment than other methods. They also realized that VLE - Moodle is quite helpful in enhancing their performance and knowledge. Hence, UWTSD should utilise other variations to maintain students’ attentiveness and engage them with advanced digital platforms. 

[bookmark: _Toc69428339]Conclusion
VLE is one of the effective methods of enhancing learning capability that allows teachers to develop curriculum design, provide essential information, create content, enhance learners’ engagement, and appraise students’ performance. All sorts of communication and activities happen in these educational platforms to make the assessment and evaluation process easier for mentors (Gillespie and Boulton, 2007). Therefore, it is suggested for UWTSD to utilise a virtual learning environment in a better and flexible way to encourage students. 
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Structured questionnaire along with learners’ responses
	A set of questions
	Options
	Answers

	1. Do you know about VLE or Moodle?
	Yes
	20

	
	No
	0

	2. What is your thought or opinion regarding VLE - Moodle?
	Satisfactory
	13

	
	Neutral
	02

	
	Not satisfactory
	05

	3. Does VLE - Moodle help you to enhance your performance?
	Yes
	16

	
	No
	04

	4. Which one do you prefer: the old traditional class or VLE platforms?
	Traditional lesson
	05

	
	Neutral
	04

	
	VLE platforms
	11

	5. Do you want to suggest anything to UWTSD to improve its VLE?
	Using VLE during the COVID-19 permanently
	12

	
	Utilising diversified options for education
	02

	
	Using traditional lectures or lessons
	06
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