	
	
	



Literacy- A key to Learning
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The power of good literacy can have a huge impact on academic achievement and quality of future life, effecting potential of earnings, wellbeing and social contentment (Hughson, 2021). This essay will discuss potential barriers that can interfere with the development of good literacy and critically evaluate theories that have contributed significantly to its development. In addition, the recent changes to policy and teaching strategies and approaches to learning that support learners of all abilities to encourage a strong development of Literacy and Oracy skills. The second part of this essay will contain a reflection commentary of personal contribution to developing the literacy skills of children and evaluating on a video presentation of storytelling aimed at children in key stage 1. This reflection will be done by using Gibbs Reflective Cycle 1988 (BiteSize Learning, 2024) a 6-step guide of Description, Feelings, Evaluation, Analysis, Conclusion and Action plan. Self-reflection with a growth mindset develops a deeper Insite and creates better quality work in the future by learning from mistakes (Seven (Dimensions publisher,2024). 
Literacy in Wales has sparked a widely discussed debate within the curriculum (BBC News, 2012) alterations have been made to the original 1988 curriculum which was unprepared for the digital changes that are now present in today's education system. Graham Donaldson (2015) shares in his review of the curriculum “Successful futures", along with this change an improvement of lesson structures was needed. Diverting from subject based learning to teaching using themes and skills as well as the importance of Cross- curricular teaching noted by the Welsh Governments Cross-Curricular skills framework (2022) noting that the teaching of literacy, numeracy and digital competence throughout all subject's is now mandatory in the hope for positive progression throughout. Areas of improvement are often influenced by the results of the Programme for International Students Assessment (PISA) study, testing groups of 15-year-old children from 81 countries in mathematics, reading and science (Ingram et al., 2023). In recent years the results have shown a decrease in scores for Wales and reported by Lewis, (2023) the decrease in reading score has left Wales 3% below average in the latest 2022 study. 
[bookmark: _Int_Z8agceZY]Barriers such as poverty and adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s) prevent a healthy development of reading and all other literacy skills, ACE’s impact on a child's readiness for learning and behaviour due to lack of self-regulation, providing less skills in language and literacy (Lipscomb et al., 2021), Dolzycka and Stead, 2020) note children with ACE’s are more likely to developmental delays. Wiserd.ac.uk (2015) notes how low income can result in a lack of resources and how financial stress can deter parents from engaging in meaningful conversations and offering reading support to their children due to distraction. Egan (2022) discusses how the government of Wales are acting by taking an ‘growing prosperity’ approach to assist parents in supporting their child through the educational system by additional funding schemes such as the pupil development grant, aiding fund uniforms, free school meals and other additional costs. In school A a hub offering uniform, shoes, clothes, toiletries and resources offer help to those in the local community. Local council Pembrokeshire County Council are also working to close the poverty- related attainment gap by providing Springboard courses for parents to develop skills within the 4 purposes of the new curriculum, in turn then able to support their children (Pembrokeshire.gov.uk, 2017). 
Poverty also contributes to poor cognitive development and essential tool to developing good literacy skills, Vygotsky’s Thought and Language (1962) (Vygotsky, Hanfmann and Vakar ,1962) cognitive development theory shares he believed social interactions, hearing meaningful and stronger dialog, effectively increases a Childs mental ability to learn from others, in turn increasing their own personal knowledge of language (McLeod, 2024). Kurt (2020) notes Vygotsky found that children's Development in Literacy can be supported by interfering with their zone of proximal development and area that defines what a child can do by themselves and what they can achieve with help, whether the support come from a practitioner or peers of a higher ability. Structured scaffolding a technique of guided support which can gradually be decreased allowing learners to gain confidence and begin to think for themselves is an effective way to support learners in the classroom (Aubin, 2022). Scaffolding can be modified to each individual student using techniques such as visual aids, verbal instruction and written instruction making it a flexible too aiding personal need. 
Contrast to Vygotsky's theory is Chomsky’s theory of Syntactic structure (1957) (Collins, 2005) explaining language is not based only on social interaction and is actual a far more complexed matter. Chomsky believed that all humans are influenced by natural biological factors that are determined pre-birth by the language acquisition device and grammatical structure of the mind (Lemetyinen, 2023). Karwa (2018) elucidates that children use these grammatical structures before even fully understanding language such as not mixing up words in sentence structures. The proven fact that fetal hearing develops from 18 weeks beginning to process an understanding of language prenatal (Timmons, 2015) supports Chomsky's theory, a prime opportunity for parents to begin strengthening these biological factors by singing and talking to their baby. Despite all starting with the grammatical understanding Chomsky proposed other biological factors can have a huge effect on literacy development such as dyslexia. 
Dyslexia is a neurological disability that affects the language processing system of the brain, affecting the ability to learn to read (Hudson, High, and Al Otaiba, 2007). Williams (2024) acknowledges the changes in supporting a learner with dyslexia needs to achieve literacy competence with additions to lesson plans such as visual aids, auditory repetition and the use of multisensory learning for example writing letters in flour. Enjoyment of lessons is a key for learners with dyslexia as Murphy (2024) shares many children with dyslexia often feel frustrated when struggling with work others find simple, a concept that builds anxiety effecting confidence when reading. This can be avoided with the use of immersive readers as additional support, Ward (2018) explains how the use of immersive readers builds confidence and helps text-decoding. 
In addition to the many ways digital tools are enhancing education and Literacy it is widely criticised for the effect it is having on oracy and the development of speech, Karani, Sher and Mophosho (2022) share the benefit of screen time in children is the addition of a wider range of language and cultural diversity but this needs to be in moderation with plentiful face to face conversations to prevent poor communication skills. Skinner believed in his theory of operant conditioning a behaviour theory understanding that development can be shaped through both positive and negative reinforcement and language acquisition. He believed that language is learnt through the development of associating words with their meanings and the reactions they receive from the speaker (Laporte and de Melo, 2024). These traits can happen from the very first months of life, for example when a baby learns to do something new the motion of clapping as a response alerts them that the action they have made is good and in response, they will gain confidence in doing so again. 
Again, a perfect example of why the presence of those around a learner and environment can affect the way they develop Oracy skills. Leanrers with poor oracy skills are more likely to suffer unemployment in the future due to the lack of good communication, not only is good oracy important for further education but is essential for confidence and wellbeing and supporting mental health into adulthood. Oracy is not only the ability to engage through spoken language but also the ability to articulate ideas and develop deeper understanding. Skills in which are needed for the use of debate, justification and persuasion (Voice21,2024). Practitioners can enhance good oracy by using ‘learn to talk and learn through talk’ type lessons for example circle time a group activity in which students take turns to speak freely with their own opinions. Welsh government (2020) are now pushing for importance of raising awareness of how important good oracy is for children, quoting “Children must reach their full potential. We should not settle for anything less’. 

Now continuing research and using this information I will be discussing a personal account of storytelling using Gibbs reflective Cycle (1988) (BiteSize Learning, 2024), beginning with a description of the task I carried out. I filmed a 5-minute video presentation of a storytelling session with a key stage 1 student. Choosing a book for the correct level of learning I decided to read ‘Monkey puzzle’ by Julia Donaldson, a well-known children's author who write in a rhythmic form. Book Trust (2024) explains that rhythming in storytelling can captivate the listener by adding rhythm and flow allowing the child to simply enjoy the experience but also to apprehend what is going to happen next. After reading the story I chose a follow up task of a mixture of art and literacy supporting cross-circular learning in Wales (Welsh Government, 2022).
Secondly reporting on my feelings, when conducting this session, I began to feel a little anxious due to the fact I was aware of being filmed a concept I am not usually comfortable with. Stepping out of my comfort zone I soon found myself fully emersed in the story telling experience an activity I find homely due to reading to my three children every night before bed. Once I began to feel more confident, I felt I delivered the story well and captivated the learner.
Evaluating the delivery of my storytelling I found that the learner stayed engaged throughout with the addition of interactive storytelling techniques such as asking questions and pausing allowing him to shout out when guessing the animal that was being described next. By allowing him to do so enhanced engagement both with the story and with myself, (REFFERENCE PHONE) explains interactive storytelling allows the child to analyse and comprehend the story bettering their understanding. The use of music in the background when reading the story was a method I was concerned would distract the learner from listening but found it enabled him to relax more and set a scene to encourage imagination. Turner (2024) shares that not only does background music enhance imagination but allows the listener to gain an atmospheric feel enhancing the narrative and emotional understanding. I also encouraged emotional understanding of the characters by using different facial expressions and voices to create a more compelling story, this worked well, and the learner smiled and often giggled throughout showing me enjoyment. Humm (2025) shares that the use of different voices when delivering a story captivates the reader and that story telling should be dramatic with the use of different pace tones to highlight emotion. Evaluating the way, I presented the story itself by holding the book and reading it word for word left me little time to make eye contact with learner, a key factor to good oracy. This could have been avoided using puppets or props to act out the story instead, allowing good eye contact. Middleton (2018) explains puppets allow children to believe character personality and emotions as they can visually see the character rather than imagine their presence.
On analysis the action of the student joining in by shouting out supports Skinner’s theory of behaviourism due to the direct response from myself to the learner, a smile to indicate he has correctly answered the correct animal, allowing his confidence to grow throughout the story. On the other hand, supporting the theory of Cognitive development from Vygotsky as the learner was influenced both by my body language and illustrations of the story allowing him to develop his own opinion of the story and conclude his own opinion on the feelings of the character. 
Concluding my storytelling experience I believe that by using a variety of storytelling techniques storytelling can have a vast effect on the way children learn literacy. The use of visual aids, voices and music alongside clear spoken language can captivate the learner into learning literacy skills without even realising, learning through enjoyment. I will use all these key points to upgrade my story telling techniques in the future to ensure full support and inclusion for all learners. 
Concluding overall, poverty and dyslexia as a barrier can hugely influence the literacy outcomes for learners in these categories but with the correct scaffolding and aids in place leaners can progress to the best of their abilities. Along with the ongoing support that schools and the government are now providing to parents of children in poverty, the poverty related attainment gap should be lesser an issue. Taking into consideration all the three theorists I have discussed Vygotsky, Chomsky and Skinner, I understand it is essential for all these theories to have a place in the development of good literacy and oracy within the teaching of children to ensure they have a future where they can communicate effectively, listen and most importantly of all articulate their own ideas and be heard.
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