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AIM(S)

To develop in-depth knowledge, understanding and skills of social research
methodologies and research methods appropriate to research with and for young
children, children, young people, adults and groups who are at risk of exclusion and
within wider community settings or educational contexts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

critically evaluate the nature of philosophical concepts in qualitative research and how
they differ from concepts of quantitative research;

undertake critical analysis and evaluation of research methodology, identifying
implications for practice and/or their applications in policies and contexts;

critically reflect on the complex ethical frameworks and legal implications which
underpin all research and analyse specific ethical implications of research for and with
young children, children, young people, adults and, for example, groups who are at risk
of exclusion, within wider community settings or educational contexts;

consider at a higher level the role of reflection within the research process through
presenting their work appropriately, within ethical and research frameworks, and with
an understanding of the requirements of critical thinking.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

An in-depth evaluation of the paradigm debates of qualitative, quantitative and mixed
methodologies.

Analysis of research designs from both traditions e.g. grounded theory, ethnography,
phenomenology, case study, emancipatory participatory research, survey research,
experimental research and pragmatic research.

An exploration of how research is carried forward by a variety of methods which may,
for the purpose of classification, be divided into those of qualitative and quantitative
emphasis e.g. ethnographical participant observation, interviews, focus groups,
participatory methods, surveys and control groups. Consideration of mixed
methodological approaches.

An analytic exploration of the challenges of reading primary and original research data;
students will be offered opportunities to discuss and analyse original research e.g.
research papers, peer reviewed journal articles, and their own planning processes and
formulation of research questions.



An investigation of critique research, including ownership, impact and purpose of
research. An evaluation of the difference between critical discussion and descriptive
comprehension within academic work and social policy.

The moral and ethical challenges of research, particularly research with children, young
people and those excluded will be discussed in detail and set within legal and good
practice frameworks. Critical consideration will be given to ethical and legal issues
relating to confidentiality, anonymity, access, deception and informed consent. The
requirement to comply with official guidelines of organisations such as the British
Educational Research Association (BERA), British Sociological Association (BSA), will
be emphasised. Current legal requirements will be considered in relation to data
protection and safeguarding.

Critical exploration of the principles and practices of adopting participatory research
methodologies that allow children’s, young people’s, excluded voices and communities
to be heard in the research process.

An exploration of sampling methods, including opportunity samples, random samples
and stratified samples. Sampling methods will be critically evaluated in regard to the
implications in terms of practicality, triangulation, validity and reliability. The advantages
and disadvantages of various methods of data presentation will be critiqued including
both quantitative and qualitative results.

To deconstruct the role of the researcher in relation to participants. The power
relationship between researcher and researched community. Particular attention will
be given to the concept of a ‘person as participant’ as well as ‘hearing the voice of the
individual’ together with their contribution to reflexivity.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

Activity type Hours Percentage
Scheduled learning 30 10%
Independent learning 270 90%
Placement learning
TOTAL 300 100%
ASSESSMENT
Assessment Component 1
O Written exam Coursework O Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Written Assignment 3750 words 50%

Assessment Component 2

O

Written exam Coursework 0 Practical

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting

Written Assignment 3750 words 50%




Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage
Written exam

Coursework 100%
Practical

TOTAL 100%
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