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Analysis of the storytelling activity

Introduction
This is an evaluation of a practitioner’s storytelling activity, where the practitioner used a traditional storytelling method in one video and a digital storytelling method in the other. This evaluation will analyse how these storytelling methods promote children’s oracy, reading, writing and digital literacy skills. The practitioner used the same story for both activities to highlight any differences between the two methods. 
[bookmark: _Int_Fun4u3UI]Storytelling to children within the early years aids in their communication and language development, as well as having other benefits. Children can gain an understanding of themselves and others, as well as hear about different views of the world around them, thus aiding them to see things from the point of view of others (Book Trust, 2024). According to Agosto (2016), storytelling to young children is beneficial to their literacy development as it enables them to practice four literacy skills that are important to their literacy development, these skills are visualisation, story sequencing, cognitive engagement and critical thinking. Additionally, Cambridge (2023) adds that digital technology has an increasing role in children’s lives and that the use of digital technology can support practitioners to make the content of a story more desirable for children, as well as aiding children to develop their own digital literacy skills. The evaluation will dive deeper into these discussions of children’s language development.

Evaluation
During the storytelling activity it was observed in both videos that the practitioner used props. Props can enrich children’s experience of storytelling and support a positive involvement towards stories and books in the early years. Practitioners can use props to aid them in engaging children and supporting their understanding of the story being told (Coram Beanstalk, 2019). Additionally, Maryam, Inam and Jahanara (2021) stated that research was conducted to explore if using props during storytelling with young children had an effect on children’s vocabulary and listening skills. Results from the research supported the fact that when exposed to storytelling with props young children were more likely to be engaged in retelling the story. Furthermore, Vretudaki, Tafa, and Manolitsis (2022) state that according to research children’s retelling skills have a significant effect on their literacy development and their future success at school. Language skills were closely linked to children’s retelling skills as during this activity children use more of an advanced vocabulary with language that may be more sophisticated than that of the language they would usually use. A link between these language skills and cognitive functions was also noted, therefore making storytelling vital in the early years for children’s development. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZzFPczoh][bookmark: _Int_64Yj8nPm]During the digital storytelling method, the practitioner used the props to aid with a sensory aspect to the story. By adding a sensory aspect to storytelling, the practitioner is able to provide an experience that stimulates all of the senses, which in turn can deepen the meaning of the story as well as allowing time for the children to process the story (Different Planet Arts, 2024). Additionally, Macintyre (2015) adds that sensory input has a great importance to children’s learning, as it is the body’s senses that gather information from the world around them and passes it on to the brain for analysis, through the central nervous system, where the information is then responded to. Furthermore, Grace (2015) states that practitioners that work with children with profound disabilities should ensure that they are providing the children with a range of sensory experiences to ensure they are being provided with sensory stimuli to provide the best outcome for their neurological development, with sensory stories being a way of offering this. The practitioner’s use of props in both videos would have been beneficial for the children’s language development, however, the practitioner was able to provide a higher stimulated experience to the children during the digital storytelling video as the practitioner had the story on a big screen behind them, visible for all the children to see. Which gave the practitioner the freedom to pick up props, show them and use them with the children more easily. 
During the observation of the two storytelling videos, it was noted that the practitioner also used a range of expressions when telling the story, such as tone of voice, facial and body expressions. According to Lwin (2016) when telling stories the storyteller can use different forms of vocal and visual expressions and gestures to aid children in making links between words and their meanings, as well as engaging the children and keeping them interested in the story. When children hear words that are presented alongside memorable expressions and gestures, they are more likely to remember them and thus support their vocabulary. Kory-Westland et al. (2017) discussed the results from a research study that supported the fact that children were more engaged and were able to retell the story more effectively when the reading of the story being told was expressive, than the children that had the story read to them with a flat tone. The practitioner in the videos used expressive tone of voice, facial expressions and body expression and gestures, therefore aiding the children’s language development. It was observed in the practitioner's videos that the practitioner was able to use more expressive body language as a result of using a digital story method, compared to only using expressive tone and facial expressions during the traditional story method. 
It was observed in the practitioner's storytelling videos that the story they were reading was rich in rhyme. According to Read (2014) rhyming words within a story help to promote language learning, especially if the vocabulary used is used in a way which makes learning new words predictable. Additionally, Read, Maccauley and Furay (2014) state that during storytelling in the early years the use of rhyme is beneficial to children’s word retention. A study was conducted with young children where two groups were being read to, one with a rhymed animal story and the other with a non-rhymed version of the same story. The results of this study showed that the children who listened to the rhyming story were more likely to remember and retain words, in this study the children remembered what animals were in the story. The practitioner in the videos, by choosing a story with is rich in rhyming words is providing children with opportunities to build on their word retention skills and their vocabulary, therefore developing their language skills.  
[bookmark: _Int_jbzLweyC][bookmark: _Int_ghJsOG1k]In the storytelling videos it can be seen that the practitioner is able to make the storytelling experience more simulating and engaging for the children by using the digital storytelling method. This is due to the practitioner providing them with sensory experiences that matched the story, as well as the use of expression with the entire body, which in the traditional storytelling method the practitioner was unable to do to the full extent as it can be more difficult while holding the book, showing the children the images and text during reading and turning the pages. The digital storytelling method helps to support the cross-curricular skills framework for ‘Digital Competence Framework’ and links with some of the progression step 1’s criteria, such as the children being allowed to click the button to turn the slide on the screen (Welsh Government, no date). However, according to Brain Facts (2020) digital stories are harder for children to comprehend compared to printed stories. This is due to the fast pace that can be acquired from using digital stories, which results in reading at a faster pace and not taking in as much information. The traditional storytelling method also aids young children in building more connections with printed literature and therefore supporting they language skills as when providing the story digitally with more props, the props could be distracting to the written words on the screen.
Wright and Dunsmuir (no date) discuss a research study conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of reading stories to children within the early years. The study indicates that there were improvements in children’s oracy skills after the initial 10-week study, therefore it is beneficial for practitioners to use storytelling to the children regularly to support the children’s language development. Furthermore, Payne (2022) adds that oracy skills are interconnected with thinking skills and that a key part of children’s oracy is the ability to consider the language that they use. This develops children’s critical thinking and cognitive skills, as they develop the ability to explain what they are thinking. The practitioner in the video would occasionally pause to ask questions about how the characters were feeling or what they thought would happen next, giving the children opportunities to develop these skills. 
Additionally, storytelling can aid in children’s writing and reading skills as they see printed words and can make associations with them to oral speaking. Children having a knowledge of the function of printed letters and words creates a base foundation for them for their written skills for letters, numbers and shapes. Therefore, it is important that young children are subjected to a rich variety of print (Reading Rockets, 2024). The practitioner in the storytelling videos provided the children with the opportunity to see the pictures in the book relating to the part of the story that was being read aloud. The practitioner is also seen in the video pointing at the book, which can aid the children in keeping their concentration on the pages of the book. Thus, supporting their language development further. 
According to Rowland (2014) eye tracking methodology by Bergleson and Swingley suggested that when an adult reads a story to very young children that the children track the finger pointing at the picture in the book. The study found that the children after some time would look at the picture in the book once the adult speaks the word but before pointing to it with their finger. This indicates that the baby has learned that particular word. The practitioner in the traditional storytelling method occasionally points at certain pictures in the story, although it can be noted they the practitioner could use this methodology and keep to only pointing at the repetitive words in the story to help support the children in learning a smaller number of words.

Conclusion
To conclude this evaluation, it must be noted that both traditional storytelling and digital storytelling methods both have many benefits to children’s language development. Traditional storytelling can be more focused on the print of the book which can promote children’s reading and writing skills, while digital storytelling offers more freedom for the practitioner to offer sensory aspects, especially if the children have additional learning needs. Children can also gain more skills through the digital storytelling method with learning about digital competency. 
[bookmark: _Int_0QadRx1h]The sources that were used for the evaluation of the practitioner's storytelling activities were used as they were recent and up to date sources that were credible in their field. They were relevant to the early years, children’s development and they were relevant in the field of children’s literacy skills and digital literacy skills. 
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