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Curriculum Matters: ECAD4011 
Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, Cross-Curricular approach.

Within this assignment it will show how the use of the theme Wales can encourage cross-curricular teaching and explain how the use of the theme can help teach the six areas of learning and experience whilst promoting the four purposes set out by Donaldson through the key stage 2 of primary education. The six areas of learning are Expressive arts, language, literacy and communication, health and well -being, mathematics and numeracy, humanities and science and technology. The theme Wales can help encourage the three cross- curriculum responsibilities of improving literacy, numeracy and digital competency through a variety of ways, which is also supported by Donaldson. (2015) The theme will help promote the development of Donaldson (2015) Four purposes of creating “ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives; enterprising creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work; ethical informed citizens of Wales and the world; and healthy, confident individuals ready to live fulfilling lives as valued members of society”. The theme Wales will develop the children’s sense of belonging in their community and Country, first hand experiences within their own local communities will prepare them for later life within a job role.
The theme wales can be expanded to include cross-curriculum subjects; core and none core subjects. Core subjects being mathematics, English, science and welsh second language. Non-core subjects include history, geography, art, religious education, PE, music, computing and design and technology.
As well as the National curriculum framework for Wales playing a part in the education system for wales, so is the framework of the Curriculum Cymreig. The role of the Curriculum Cymreig is to teach children the value of wales and “ensure that pupils develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historic and linguistic characteristics of Wales progressively over the whole continuum of education”. The sense of belonging and being a “ethical informed citizens of Wales” (Donladson,2015). The Curriculum Cymreig is promoted through each Subject throughout the National Curriculum for Wales and connections for most subjects can be found in the learning across the curriculum area in the subject framework.
The first activity would be to research Wales using text books on the history of wales, tourist brochures and the internet, the children will be expected to gather information for their controlled task. This helps them develop skills of thinking for themselves, researching and recording information. This brings in the use of map reading and many forms of media research with the development of ICT included. The task aim will be for the children to create their own two-sided A4 size tourist flyer to encourage people to visit wales. This will help develop the children literacy skills, communication and creative skills as they will be encouraged to use or create images to improve their flyers and use their choices and decision to make the finished product. The children will look at the history of Wales, key places or significant historical events which is covered in the key stage 2 curriculum framework and promote places of interest in wales. The children will develop their thinking skills through the theme whilst planning, developing and reflecting. They will develop their map reading skills in the subject of geography and use of correct terminology and key words within the subject. They will increase Mathematical skills by the understanding of distance and direction. The children will develop in English literacy and be encouraged to use welsh words within their final content. This theme of wales brings in the use of curricular cymreig as it requires the children to research and study their local area. It also ties in with the ESDGC framework as it covers culture within their local community. Donaldson says that “Pedagogy that makes full use of wider skills within and across each Area of Learning and Experience, particularly problem solving, creative and critical thinking, is likely to activate such powerful learning for children and young people” (2015, p65).This activity will develop the language, literacy and communication, and humanities in Donaldson’s six areas of learning for key stage 2. Vygotsky’s theory promotes learning in which students play an active role in learning, with this activity the children will have chance to control their learning and to research in varies ways. The teacher can give support or scaffolding as required to individuals. This is referred to as a child led activity.

[bookmark: _Hlk534318363]The Second activity would be a class trip to St Fagans history of welsh life museum within the local area of Cardiff, Wales.Within this activity the children will develop their first-hand experiences on the history of wales, the Museum is free to enter so would be a low-cost experience for the children whilst gaining extensive knowledge. Donaldson says, “In order to fully engage with learning, children and young people require rich, stimulating environments where they can explore and experiment with ideas and resources” (2015, p66). The location of this activity sets the stimulating environment for the children to learn and develop ideas. There will be tasks set throughout the visit. The main topics that will be covered will the history of living, jobs and toys in wales through the history. The children will be giving the opportunity to make and create wooden peg dolls, they will develop their skills of creating and decision making through their own choices. They will have the chance to dress up and role play in attire connected to the different times they discover in their investigation and experiences, allowing them to learn through expressive art. This will help develop literacy and increase knowledge of history and geography and how past events have affected the current wales we live in. The children will be given the chance to investigate and reflect. The children will also develop mathematical skills by using historical enquiry and time sequencing. There are many other tasks that can be explored at St. Fagans such as the history of prices, The Celtics, The Tudors and the Victorians. St. Fagans is a great resource to be used in the welsh communities and they can also provide teacher led workshops. As stated in the Geography at Key stage 2 national curriculum, the children should “be given opportunities to study: living in Wales, their local area and investigation of at least one aspect of the geography of the whole of wales. E.g. national parks, where people live” (Welsh Government 2008). This uses the humanities, health and well-being and expressive arts as the areas of learning. The links for the Curriculum Cymreig are that the children will “develop a sense of place and identity through investigating the links between communities and between regions in Wales, as well as understanding relationships between wales and other countries”. (welsh Government,2008). The children will then develop the knowledge and understanding and their geographical skills through the experience of places. This activity is classed as a cross-curriculum activity as it will also include skills developed through the teaching of History. This also contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by making local and welsh history a focus and developing the children’s understanding how it has shaped wales and affected other countries. The children will increase their Historical knowledge and understanding and be given opportunities “to identify differences between ways of life at different times” (Welsh Government 2008).
“Distinctiveness in an education structure is no virtue of itself; is it worth fighting for only if it enriches the educational experience of pupils” (Jones&Roderick,2003). This suggests that the National Curriculum is only relevant if it is relevant to what the children need to know for everyday life and the future as a welsh citizen. This is where the new curriculum will make a difference to the education system as we know it, as it will be modernised to suit society as we know as today. This strongly promotes Curriculum Cymreig being relevant in Wales. David Kolb believes the concept that “learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience"(Kolb 1984, p.38) This activity knowledge can be created though this activity as the children experience first-hand. 
This statement adds to the sense of belonging and knowing the value of global citizenship from gaining knowledge of the Children’s own local community and the effects of the choices and decisions within wales and how they affect others globally.
The choice of activity also allows the teacher to teach the history of religious education through the visits to the religious buildings on site at St. Fagans. Religious education contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by allowing learners to “appreciate the significance, value and impact of the rich Christian heritage and dynamic multi-faith composition of Wales past and present” (Welsh Government,2008) The Tasks for this will be done on the return of the trip from St. Fagans.

The Third Activity will be a follow on in the classroom from the St, Fagans trip above. The main theme for this activity will the Comparison of the main religion of Wales, Christianity and the difference between a second religion, being Muslim for this chosen task. They will develop their skills of reflecting back on their trip to St.Fagans (or even a local church visit)in regards to what they saw? What do they think certain items were used for? A PowerPoint such as https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-5355-places-of-worship-video-powerpoint this one will give an outlay of different religions and different places of worship.
They will look at variety of real-life items from each religion, for example, bible and the Qur’an. Different types of prayer can be carried out. There is also possibility of a visit from members of the community to discuss these religions such as a Vicar or Iman. The children will be “encouraged to question the values and aspirations of their own lives, the lives of others and of society” as set out by the Religious Education framework (welsh government,2008).  The children will engage with “fundamental questions”, explore “religious beliefs, teachings and practice” and express “personal responses” (welsh government 2008). This activity will help children make choices and decisions at education level as well as in later life. It brings in the areas of learning of Humanities and health and wellbeing. This activity also gives the option for further first hand-experiences as the children could visit places of worship within their local area.

The National Curriculum for Wales plays a big part in “shaping and fostering the life of a people under modern economic and social conditions” (Hadow,1931 p92) in primary education. This suggests that the National Curriculum must be up to date and relevant to the ever-changing society. This statement is relevant with the realise of the new future Curriculum which will be used throughout Wales by 2022.
The chosen activities help create a Cross-curriculum approach by developing skills and using the range from several subjects in the National Curriculum. Barnes says, “Alexander also helps build a case for revisiting (with caution) cross-curricular approaches” (2011).According to Barnes, in the Cambridge primary review (CPR) it suggests that “the capacity to fulfil one or more educational aims, can be justified as serving the social, personal, spiritual, moral, physical, intellectual and cultural needs of the child”(Barnes, 2011). In the CPR report it suggests that all subjects have equal weight (Alexander.2016), the cross-curriculum approach should be encouraged to allow for the equal teaching and learning of each subject. Barnes states that his “research suggests that subject progression and integrity is best ensured by limiting the subjects involved in cross-curricular work to two or three (Barnes and Shirley 2007; Jacobs;2004 Roth;2000)” (Barnes 2011). Barnes describes the eight Cross-curricular learning modes as Tokenistic, hierarchical, single transferable subject, theme-based, multi-disciplinary, inter-disciplinary, opportunistic and double-focus.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The activities included in this assignment are Theme-based and Hierarchical cross-curriculum approached. There are a lot of arguments for and against Cross-curriculum teaching. With the research I have conducted to the approach to cross curricular teaching, I agree with Barnes about the use of cross-curricular approach if the cross-curricular subjects are limited to two to three subjects at a time. The teaching of cross curricular is not hard to plan or conduct and some subjects cross from one framework to another without any planning or disruption. As Donaldson says pedagogy is more than teaching “it combines theoretical and practical knowledge and skills with fine judgement about what is required to promote effective learning in particular contexts”. In this Context it is the use of a theme to promote the cross-curriculum approach. With the new curriculum due to be set in place, being a trainee teacher, i look forward to being able to work within the framework and promote the use of cross-curricular approaches throughout my learning and teaching.
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